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ARTICLE X, 


ON IRRITATION OF THE NERVES. 


BY ANDREW NICHOLS, M. M.S. S. 


[Delivered before the Society, May 25, 1836.] 





Fettows or THE Massacnusetts Mepicat Socrery; 


Tue time, the place, the occasion, are full of inter- 
esting associations. Once more we have met here, 


to embrace old friends, to congratulate one another 
on the flourishing condition of our Society, and the ad- 
vancement of the healing art; to cherish the memory of 
the worth and excellence of deceased associates; and 
to carry forward, as we may, the great work to which 
our lives are devoted,—that of soothing the sorrows, 
relieving the pains, healing the diseases, and otherwise 
ameliorating the condition of man. Inclination would 
induce us to call up the images of those worthies, 
the founders of this Society,—our fathers in medi- 
cine, the venerated instructers, counsellors and bene- 
factors of their younger coadjutors in the medical 
profession. We would bestow a passing tribute of 
respect on the characters of those fellows of this So- 
ciety,—Hart, Spooner, Thurber, Macomber, Snow, 
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Stevenson, Robbins, who, since our last annual meet- 
ing, have ceased from their labors, but whose works 
and example must continue to influence, for a long 
time yet to come, the practice of medicine and the 
character of its professors.* We might, perhaps, 
profitably spend the hour allotted to this discourse, on 
the biography of Dr. J. Hart, of South Reading, who 
has recently closed a long and eventful life of useful- 
ness, and lies entombed midst the scenes. of his pro- 
fessional achievements, lamented by a numerous circle, 
to many of whom in their distresses he had proved a 
benefactor and friend. But I am not qualified for the 
task. I can only bear a cheerful testimony to his 
ability and urbanity, as medical counsellor, in which 
capacity it has been my good fortune to have enjoyed 
a few hours of instructive intercourse with him. 
[Note A.] We would again call up the images of 
the dead—the venerated dead, whom we have seen 
occupying these seats, and taking the most active 
part in the proceedings of this association. But it 
cannot be. ‘They have passed away, and we, with 
surprise, find ourselves in their places, and called to 
the performance of duties which they so well dis- 
charged, and for which we feel so ill prepared. But 
the cause in which we are enlisted is worthy of our best 


* The following Fellows of the Society are known to the author to have 
died since the last annual meeting: 
Dr. John Hart, fEt. 84, South Reading. 
Wm. Spooner, M. D. i Boston. 
Daniel Thurber, M. D. 70 Mendon. 
Dr. Charles Macomber, 55, Marshfield. 
Caleb H. Snow, M. D. 39, Beston. 
J. Greely Stevenson, M. D. 36, se 
Chandler Robbins, M. D. 35, ¢ 
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efforts, and no one should feel at liberty to withhold 
the contribution of his mite towards the improvement 
of medical science. Called upon daily to observe 
and study facts, which tend to elucidate the pheno- 
mena of life, health and disease, it were strange indeed 
if the humblest intellect here had not treasured up 
some ideas worthy of the attention of far more gifted 
minds. 

Encouraged by this consideration, | without apolo- 
sy proceed to execute the task assigned me. If there 
should prove but little grain, much chaff, and even 
some noxious seed, in the offering, I rejoice to be- 
lieve each of my audience able to sift out and save 
the former, and to prevent the latter from dissemina- 
ting extensive mischief. 

The science of medicine includes the philosophy of 
man. ‘This may be divided into two branches, anato- 
my and psychology. By psychology I understand the 
doctrine of the soul, life, mind,—all those invisible 
vital energies, whose agency is manifested in the for- 
mation, the natural functions, and morbid action of 
the organs, which compose the human body. An 
adept in the art of healing must be conversant with 
the entire nature of man. In tracing the effects of 
morbid action, on the structure of organs, or on their 
functions, and in his investigations of disease, the 
physician should never overlook any of the powers, 
faculties, feelings, or emotions of his patient ; or fail 
to inquire, what influence these may have had in 
originating, modifying, or continuing the malady 
Which he is called upon to palliate or cure. Often, 
cases apparently the most simple will prove incurable, 
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unless relief be administered to a disquieted mind. 
Often, a simple wound cannot be healed, till the ir- 
ritation of a distant organ be soothed to rest. It is 
difficult for the mind to grasp, at once, all the circum- 
stances and conditions of each and every part of our 
complicated organization, either in health or disease, 

Hence, some distinguished pathologists, looking 
only at a few prominent points in a case, have formed 
visionary hypotheses, and jumped at conclusions ab- 
surd and erroneous. So obvious is the danger of 
falling into this error, that others have discarded all 
theories, and rejected even the legitimate inferences 
which sound reason draws from admitted facts. 
Pearson, the author of the concise and good practical 
essay on the principles of surgery, placed by this So- 
ciety in the hands of all its Fellows, rejects all meta- 
physical causes, enumerating among such, “ constitu- 
tion, living principle, and sympathy,” declaring that 
‘the existence of MoRBIFIC and CURING faculties must 
be demonstrated, before any interpretations founded 
on their agency, can be admitted.” A surgeon 
doubting the existence of the living principle, a cur- 
ing faculty, requiring the demonstration of self-evi- 
dent propositions, exhibits himself under one of the 
strangest hallucinations imaginable. His practical 
remarks contradict his theory,—for even he has his 
theory, at every step. A system of natural philoso- 
phy, which should reject the agency of attraction, 
light and electricity, would be an appropriate counter- 
part to that system of medical philosophy which at- 
tributes little or nothing to the influence of life, spirit, 
mind, and sympathy on the functions of the several 
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organs which constitute the human body. But while 
there is danger of disregarding entirely the agency of 
invisible powers, it should never be forgotten that the 
laws which govern these agencies can be investigated 
only by the aid of material instruments ; and that in 
medicine, as in every other branch of philosophy, the 
inductive mode of reasoning can alone be relied on. 

Starting, then, with these self-evident propositions, 
there is spirit, and there is matter, in the constitution 
of man; I propose, in this discourse, to analyze some 
of his diseases, to learn, if possible, what they are, 
and how they may be cured. 

Disease is morbid action, or morbid sensation. 
Action and sensation are dependent on the nervous 
system. In proportion, therefore, to the extent and 
accuracy of our knowledge of the brain, spinal mar- 
row, ganglions, and nerves,—their functions, their re- 
lation to the other tissues, and the means of regula- 
ting their tone and action, will be our success in 
practice. In reviewing the discoveries and improve- 
ments in medical science during the last thirty years, 
I think it may be safely asserted, that those which 
relate to the nervous system, estimated by their util- 
ity to mankind, hold a very high, if not the very first 
rank, And yet how little we know of its functions! 
How few of its innumerable phenomena we as yet 
understand! Sir Charles Bell has demonstrated that 
the same nervous filament does not, as formerly sup- 
posed, endow parts with the faculties of feeling, and 
motion. ‘The nerves are now divided into those of 
the particular senses, motion, common sensation—and 
the ganglionic or nerves of organic life. But have 
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we as yet arrived at the simple elements of the ner- 
vous system? A moment’s consideration will con- 
vince us that we have not. What is the optic nerve? 
Cases on record prove that the faculty of perceiving 
colors may be lost, while that of perceiving form re- 
mains perfect. Must it not be a compound organ, 
composed of filaments, which have distinct functions, 
one or more of which may be paralyzed, without de- 
stroying sight? The use of the cerebellum and that 
portion of the spinal chord which is derived from it, 
is as yet unknown; unless the theory of the phrenol- 
ogists should prove true, in which case it may be 
presumed that some direct connexion between this 


portion of the nervous system and the genital organs, 


will yet be demonstrated. Numerous facts concern- 
ing sonambulism, double consciousness, and other 
diseased conditions of the nervous system, which have 
been collected, but which remain unexplained by any 
satisfactory theory, show how much there is yet to 
be learned in this branch of medical philosophy. 
Here is indeed a field but very partially explored, full 
of hidden treasures reserved to reward those who, 
guided by the concentrated rays of light emanating 
from the researches and discoveries of others, shall 
industriously search therefor. 

| would not forget or undervalue the labors of many 
eminent men in pathological anatomy. ‘There 1s 
much truth and some extravagance in the assertion of 
Louis, that “morbid anatomy is the only means of 
giving precision to diagnosis, and accurate direction to 
our treatment, because it is the only means of coup- 
ling symptoms with the states of the organs that oc- 
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casion them.” But is there no danger of mistaking 
effects for causes ? Having discovered lesion in some 
organ, has he also discovered the cause of this lesion, 
or the means of cure? ‘The anatomist can only ex- 
amine cases Which have proved fatal. ‘The organic 
changes pomted out, are often a part of the ravages 
of death, or its immediate precursors or coadjutors. 
In connexion with a full view of the preceding symp- 
toms, these discoveries enable us to better compre- 
hend the tendencies and progress of certain symptoms 
to a fatal issue, and may serve to excite our efforts 
to remove them, but frequently add nothing to our 
knowledge of the means of cure. 

Andral, having discovered, by post mortem exami- 
nations, cerebral congestion in fatal cases of apoplexy, 
after enumerating the symptoms which indicate hy- 
peremia of the brain, among which are pain and diz- 
ziness in the head, dazzling of the eyes, ringing in 
the ears, momentary aberrations of vision, temporary 
embarrassments in speech, a sense of formication in the 
lmbs and face, and almost all the usual symptoms 
of nervous irritability, which, he says, ‘“‘may be pro- 
longed for several months, nay, continue even for 
several years,’’—candidly admits that the same symp- 
toms usually ascribed to hyperemia, may arise from 
anemia of the same nervous centres; and that this is 
not all. “When we have referred the symptoms to 
hyperemia in one case, and to anemia in another,” he 
asks, “have we come to the bottom of the matter ?” 
and he answers, “by no means ; for this hyperemia 
and this anemia are themselves but effects, which may 
be often produced by the same influence. Thus, by 
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a mental emotion, the skin of the face becomes red 
in one person, and pale in another.” Anemia and 
hyperemia of the brain, producing the same symp- 
toms! What means this? Can it be that a de- 
ficiency of nervous energy, in both cases, is the cause 
of the symptoms under consideration. In anemia, 
sufficient material, out of which this energy is manu- 
factured, is wanting; in hyperemia, the machinery, 
by which this energy is manufactured, is impaired, 
and the consequence is a deficiency of the same im- 
portant article in both cases. 

Cutaneous diseases, during their progress, are ob- 
vious to our senses, yet these are no better under- 
stood than others which the eye hath never seen. So 
when dissection has discovered to us congestion in 
the lungs, ihe immediate cause of the death of the 
subject under examination, does it explain the cause 
of, or indicate the means of successfully combatting 
the symptoms which preceded the fatal issue? The 
experiments of A. P. Wilson Philip show that this 
condition of the lungs is produced by a division of the 
eighth pair of nerves. Important inferences, both in 
regard to the nature of the complaint, and means of 
cure, are obvious. It is, therefore, after all, to the 
laws of the nervous system,—to the invisible powers 
of life, which elude altogether the researches of the 
mere anatomist, that we must go for an explanation 
of the lesions and morbid appearances discovered by 
dissections. [Note B and C.] 

We may perhaps as well here as elsewhere advert 
to some of the phenomena of excitability or irritabil- 
ity, which lies at the foundation of all action, whether 
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healthy or morbid, in the animal economy. Life isa 
circle of cause and effect, growth and decay, waste 
and repair, action and rest,—and health is the result 
of the maintenance of a due balance of power between 
these antagonist energies. ‘The natural excitability 
of the nervous and nervo-muscular fibre must be con- 
tinually exhausted by the action of stimulants, or a 
morbid accumulation is the consequence. Among 
the natural stimulants, required to produce this salu- 
tary balance, is the energy of the will, exciting volun- 
tary motion. Hence, exercise becomes so absolutely 
necessary to the preservation of health. Another 
most powerful natural stimulus, which has been gen- 
erally overlooked, or underrated as a sanatory power, 
is light, or the direct rays of the sun. One of the 
most common causes of the loss of health, and the 
establishment of morbid irritability im the systems 
of children, females, students and mechanics, is 
living in the shade. Like plants, growing in similar 
situations, a large portion of those who do not labor 
in the sunshine, are feeble, pale and sickly. ‘The 
solar bath, properly used, | am persuaded would 
more benefit a large portion of our patients than the 
best selected articles of materia medica.* But I 
cannot here pursue this digression farther. What | 


*It is painful to the philanthropist to witness the misery and wretchedness 
which a disregard to this law of our nature causes among us. ‘To this must be 
attributed a large portion of the mortality of children, especially in fashionable 
circles, ‘Those children who, as soon as they can creep, are allowed to follow 
the bent of their natural inclination,—to keep out of doors, except in most in- 
clement seasons,—dabbling in water, rolling in the dust, and basking in the 
sunshine, seldom die either of fever, cholera infantum, or dysentery, notwith- 
Pore they are more frequently than others the inhabitants of malarious 

omicils. 
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wish, is, that the tendency of irritability to accumulate, 
unless regularly exhausted by natural stimulants, 
should be borne in mind during the discussion that 
follows. ‘This naturally leads to the solution of the 
mystery of the sudden metastases and self-limitation 
of the paroxysms of neuralgic and spasmodic diseases ; 
and throws, as, I trust, will be seen in the sequel, some 
light on the phenomena of inflammation and fever. 
Here, did time permit, it would be desirable to briefly 
notice various other physiological facts and considera- 
tions which elucidate the views which [| am about to 
advance. I! can only allude to a few of them. 

‘The extremities of nerves are the chief recipients 
of impressions, be they preservative, curative, or de- 
structive. ‘This fact has been established by a variety 
of experiments: among the most satisfactory, we may 
refer to those of Dr. Henry, Edinburgh Medical and 
Surgical Journal, vol. 37, p. 16.‘ Narcotic substan- 
ces, such as ov/ of tobacco, opium, &c., applied in their 
most concentrated form to the brain, the spinal chord, 
or the larger nervous trunks, destroy the activity of 
those portions only to which they are applied, and 
their agency is never continued downwards to con- 
tinuous trunks and filaments. But the same drugs, 
applied to the extremities of nerves, destroy the ac- 


tivity of the whole nervous system, and render in- 
irritable the muscles of both voluntary and involuntary 
motion.” ‘The fibres of the heart are protected by 
an equally impermeable membrane, both within and 
without its cavities; yet a narcotic, which, when 
poured upon the outer membrane, is totally ineffica- 
cious, instantly suspends all irritability when it touches 
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the inner tunic.” Why? Because, the imner tunic 
js made highly sensitive to the stimulus of the blood, 
and other stimulants, by the termination in it of nu- 
merous branches of nerves from the ganglionic system. 
The outer membrane is not thus supplied. Hence 
the difference. Hence we infer also the fallacy of 
one of Dr. Henry’s inferences, viz., that ‘impressions 
of such poisons are received and transmitted exclu- 
sively by the nerves of sensation, which are known to 
propagate changes only from their extremities, up- 
wards.” If this is true of the sentient, why may it 
not be true also of the motor and ganglionic? ‘The 
irritation of the extremities of nerves throws the whole 
body into convulsions. Could this be the case, did 
not the motor filaments convey impressions upwards F 
It has been demonstrated by Sir C. Bell that there is 
a central point m the medulla oblongata, below which 
all the sentient and motor nerves originate, and above 
which all the nervous filaments diverge into the con- 
volutions of the brain. On the cerebral extremities, 
I am inclined to believe, all the impressions conveyed 
to the mind by four of the senses, and all emo- 
tions, sentiments and feelings generated by the mind 
itself, are made. On the extremities of the spinal 
nerves, are ordinarily received all external impressions 
which produce either sensation or motion. 

In this place, we advert also, in passing, to what 
Marshall Hall calls the reflex function of the medul- 
la oblongata and medulla spinalis,—that function, 
Whereby action is transmitted from the part first im- 
pressed, to distant parts, supplied with nerves from 
the same centres. For example, irritation of the 
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nerves of the nose, causes sneezing ; irritation of the 
larynx, causes coughing ; irritation of the pharynx, 


vomiting, &c. 

We must briefly notice, also, what is called the 
equilibrium of action. This, Burns, of Glasgow, and 
others, believe to be the action of the living principle 
diffused in an equable degree over the body, in 
health. Disease deranges this equilibrium. Action 
cannot be greatly increased in an organ, without 
being diminished in some other. ‘This seems to hold 
true of the different systems of nerves. When the 
ganglionic nerves are excessively worked by an extra 
full diet, the intellectual, the sentient and motor sys- 
tems, are rendered comparatively inactive. On the 
contrary, a spare or vegetable diet increases the power 
of the intellect, and the activity of the sentient and 
motor filaments. Great and long continued muscu- 
lar exertion, impairs the appetite, and renders languid 
the sentient and intellectual system. 

[ have spoken, and shall speak of the ganglionic 
system as separate, and in some measure independent 
of the brain and spmal marrow. A. P. Wilson Philip 
instituted experiments which prove that mechanical 
and chemical irritation of the cerebrum and medulla 
spinalis, influence in some degree the action of the 
heart. From this fact, he inferred that the ganglions 
‘¢combine and convey nervous influence from every 
part of these organs.”’ But he seems to have forgot- 
ten that ganglionic nerves are coextensive with the 
vascular system, and that in his experiments he di- 
rectly irritated their extremities. I shall not, how- 
ever, undertake to settle the controverted question in 
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regard to this theory. Admitting that the ganglions 
do nothing more than combine and convey the in- 
fluence of every part of the brain and its appendages, 
this combining and conveying so changes this influ- 
ence as to fit it to preside over functions entirely dif- 
ferent from those which are maintained by cerebral 
and spinal nerves, and it is altogether immaterial to 
the present discussion, which theory is correct. 

All action, I have said, is dependent on the nerves. 
[am aware that A. P. W. Philip, and others, con- 
sider muscular irritability independent of nervous in- 
fluence. But what is muscular fibre, separated from 
nervous tissue ? who has seen it ? whose experiments 
are satisfactory on this subject F 

As at present informed, the term nervo-muscular, 
as used by Marshall Hall, agrees best with my ideas 
of what is otherwise called the muscular tissue,—the 
extremities, perhaps, of the nerves of motion, modified 
and fitted for the function required. When chemi- 
cally analyzed, nerve and muscle are found composed 
of the same elements, differing a very little in the 
proportion which they bear to each other. And is it 
absurd to suppose, that living albumen may become 
living fibrin, and retain all the excitability of its orig- 
inal structure ? 

In the same manner, the extremities of the gan- 
glionic nerves may be supposed to form or amalga- 
mate with the contractile coats of the arteries, capil- 
laries, veins, &c., endowing these parts with the 
uritability necessary to the function required of each. 

When this theory is viewed in connexion with the 
humerous physiological facts, which prove action in 
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every tissue, and in every part, produced, modified, 
suspended, or destroyed, by causes which act and can 
act only on and through the nervous system, I feel 
constrained to adhere to the position just stated,—that 
all action, and, of course, all disease, 1s dependent on 
that system. 

The investigations, experiments, and facts collect- 
ed, stated, and commented upon, by those medical 
authors who have recently written most largely on 
spinal irritation, hysteria, and other nervous disor- 
ders, have thrown much light on the phenomena of 
disease in general, and will, I believe, when followed 
out to their legitimate results, lead to successful 
practice in many complaints which have hitherto been 
deemed incurable. 

To avoid circumlocution, the result of these in- 
quiries is so far anticipated, as to state that diseases 
may be naturally divided into four classes. [Note D.] 

1. Neuralgic, affecting principally the nerves of 
sensation. 

2. Spasmodic, affecting principally the nerves of 
motion. 

3. Inflammatory, febrile, and organic, affecting 
primarily the ganglionic nerves. 

4. Mental, affecting the moral and intellectual por- 
tions of the nervous system. 


CLASS I. 

Diseases of the first class, in their most simple form, 
consist in disordered sensation. Those upon which | 
shall offer a few remarks, are characterized by pain- 
ful sensation, without tumefaction, or organic lesion. 
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We meet, in practice, a patient who complains of 
paroxysms of pain in the face, or some other part of 
the body. It may be excruciating, subjecting the 
sufferer to the severest tortures for minutes or hours, 
and then cease, perhaps entirely, leaving only a ten- 
derness, or increased susceptibility to external im- 
pressions, to pressure, cold air, or motion of the 
muscles, either of which may be sufficient to renew 
the paroxysm with all its violence, at any moment ; 
or, at longer intervals, the paroxysms may return 
without any assignable cause. In other cases, the 
severity of the pain may vary, from the most severe, 
down through all the grades and varieties of morbid 
sensation, to a trifling uneasiness, continuing most of 
the time ; or to slight twinges of acuter pain which are 
momentary, and few and far between. In these cases, 
generally, there will be found, on examination, tender- 
ness at the origin, in the spinal chord, of the nerves 
which endow with sensation the parts involved in the 
disease. Frequently, pressure on this portion of the 
spine will cause, in greater or less degree, the renewal 
of the paroxysm. ‘This tenderness may also be dis- 
covered by passing over the spine a sponge dipped in 
hot water. If we analyze the complaint under consid- 
eration, we shall find it to be pain, and nothing else. 
Pain, I conceive, always arises either from an in- 
creased irritability of the nerves of sensation, where- 
by mild stimulants, which, in a healthy state of these 
nerves, produce only pleasurable excitement, become 
uritants, sufficient to bring on, in some instances, the 
most intolerable anguish; or, from powerful stimulants, 


acting on sound nerves. ‘The effect of stimulants, it 
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seems, on the irritability of the nerves, depends much 
on the extent and mode of application. ‘The same 
stimulant, suddenly and largely applied, exhausts the 
irritability which, by a slow and sparing application, 
increases it. 

Numerous facts support this position. Opium, and 
other drugs, prove either ‘ stimulant or sedative, ac- 
cording to the degree im which they are applied. 
The stimulant effect always arising from the less, the 
sedative from the greater, application of them.” It 
is to the reflex function of the nervous centres that 
we must look for an explanation of this phenomenon. 
Moderate irritants cannot be long applied without 
producing the morbid condition of the nerves under 
consideration ; and hence | infer that long continued 
pain, in all cases, is essentially newralgic, and consists 
in the increased uritability of the sentient filaments 
alone, in whatever combination of morbid symptoms 
it may be found. ‘This, if | mistake not, is @ most 
important truth, never to be lost sight of in our in- 
vestigation of disease. There may be a vast deal of 
suffermg from simple neuralgia, without material in- 


jury to the general health ; that is, the vital functions 


may all go on regularly, and with nearly their natural 
vigor, notwithstanding neuralgic distress may be a con- 
stant attendant for years. For the sentient nerves pre- 
side over no function, essential to the continuance of 


life, or sound organization ; and consequently no or- 


ganic lesion occurs in consequence of any morbid ac- 
tion, which is confined to this portion of the nervous 
system. So intimate, however, is the connexion be- 
tween the sentient, motor and ganglionic nerves, that 
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intense and protracted neuralgia usually induce sec- 
ondary symptoms, i. e., involves in the disease other 
functions than the one first affected. ‘The fact that 
spinal irritation exists ina very large proportion of 
chronic complaints, organic and functional,—com- 
plaints, which differ very essentially from each other 
in their other symptoms, progress and termination, 
have caused many eminent physicians among us to be 
altogether sceptical in regard to the modern doctrine 
on this subject. But if, as I have stated, all pain be 
essentially neuralgic,—that, so far as this symptom 
alone is concerned, the pain of cancer of the face is 
identical with that of tic douloureux,—this difficulty 
vanishes. ‘The difference of the two diseases consists 
in other particulars, the latter bemg simply morbid 
action confined to the sentient nerves, the former in- 
volving the ganglionic, destroying, or changing to a 
most unhealthy condition, the functions of secretion 
and nutrition. We may, therefore, expect to find a 
similar tenderness at the origin of the painful nerves, 
in both cases ; and, consequently, the means of cure 
in the one case may afford the greatest relief in the 
other. Much has been written on the subject of mi- 
moses,—functional complaints, which imitate very 
closely organic diseases, in many of their symptoms, 
that is, as I understand it, just so far as organic diseases 
produce or are complicated with the same morbid con- 
dition of the sentient nerves, as in other cases exists 
alone. Some, also, object to the correctness of the 
doctrine of spinal irritation, because the local remedies, 
usually recommended, and which often prove effica- 
clous, as often fail to cure, even where tenderness at 
49 
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the origin of the diseased nerves is most decidedly 
manifested. But let it be remembered, spinal tender- 
ness and neuralgic disease are often caused by irritat- 
ing impressions on the extremities of distant nerves, 
which continue to act, while we are attempting to 
counteract them: we are endeavoring to exhaust a 
stream, which is constantly refilled from an unfailing 
fountain. I would say, with Mr. Brodie, “‘ You must, 
in each individual case that comes before you, study 
the disease pathologically.” 1 would add, study your 
patient also anatomically and psychologically,—search 
with the eyes of a medical philosopher,—the body 
and the soul, the thoughts and the habits, the passions 
and the temperament, or you may fail to find the 
primary iritation, on the removal of which, success 
depends. It is also sometimes said, that irritation or 
tenderness of the spinal chord, if it did exist, could not 
be discovered by pressure, because the vertebre are 
so fixed that pressure on them could not possibly com- 
press the chord. Hence, it is inferred, there must 
be some fallacy in the experiment; but the doctrine 
is not that the spinal chord is compressed, but that 
the portion which is diseased, conveys to the nerves 
proceeding from it, its own sensitiveness, and the 
covering of the vertebre being supplied with nerves 
therefrom, these nerves, the shortest conductors of 
impressions to their centres, by their own condition, 
indicate that of their origin. ‘That spinal irritation 
has been too generally understood to be a local com- 
plaint, even by some able writers on the subject, we 
need not take time to prove. In Johnson’s review 
of Dr. and Mr. Griffin’s “« Observations on the func- 
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tional affections of the spinal chord,” &c., after com- 
mending this work, it is said, ‘they may have seen, 
or rather fancied spinal irritation where it did not 
exist, or where it only formed a part of general ner- 
vous irritability, especially in females.” Now | 
believe that spinal irritation cannot long exist without 
affecting, or at least becoming connected with the 
affection of the nervous system, so extensively as to 
become a constitutional disease ; and that, vice versa, 
general nervous irritability will most commonly be 
manifested by tenderness about the great nervous 
centres; and that it very frequently arises from 
causes Which operate on the extremities of nerves 
distributed over a large portion of the body. 

The Griffins state, what every physician in much 
practice may confirm, that, “if a nervous or hysterical 
woman hears unfortunate news, if the catamenial 
flow is interrupted, if the uterine action, in advanced 
pregnancy, becomes too powerful for the system, we 
believe there is no part so readily affected as the cen- 
tre of the dorsal spine ;” that out of sixty-nine cases of 
affection of the cervical and dorsal portion, there was 
pain in the stomach in fifty-seven. In view of these 
facts alone, who could call tenderness about the eighth 
dorsal vertebrae a local complaint? As well might 
we call those fevers local which produce the greatest 
lesion in some one important organ. The very fact 
that nervous irritation becomes manifested in the great 
hervous centres, would seem to be sufficient to prove 
its claim to be considered a constitutional disease. 
When “the head is sick, the whole heart is faint,” 
and the nervous centres are parts too important in 
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the animal economy, to suffer alone. It is said, also, 
that tenderness of the spine is not always attended 
by neuralgic complaints. ‘This proves nothing more 
than that the integuments covering the spine, like 
every other portion of the body, from external injury 
and a variety of other causes, may become slightly 
diseased, and this may long continue limited to the 
spot first affected. The careful examiner can find 
but little difficulty in distinguishing these cases from 
those which are connected with neuralgia and other 
functional disturbances, in parts furnished with nerves 
from the irritated centre. In neuralgic diseases, it is 
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important to distinguish between those of centric and 
those of eccentric orig. ‘That is, whether the dis- 
ease which manifests itself in the extremities of the 
nerves, at the present time, is to be referred to irita- 
bility of the nervous centre, or to the continued op- 


eration of irritants upon the extremities of other 


nerves. For example, neuralgia of the face may be 
centric, originating in the irritation of the cervical 
portion of the spinal chord ; or eccentric, arising from 


acting irritants, such as a decayed tooth, a spicula of 


bone within the cranium, acrid matter in the intestines 
or elsewhere ; and the treatment must vary accord- 


ingly. 


CLASS II. 


We pass to notice briefly, diseases of the second 


class, such as affect the nerves of motion, chiefly, or 


alone; such are simple convulsions, or spasms, with- 


out pain, chorea, epilepsy, &c. 


That these com- 


plaints consist in diseased action of the motor fila- 




























5 «*; 


~~ =e lu 


S>, &> ~—_— 


wm 








NICHOLS ON IRRITATION OF THE NERVES. 9379 


ments, is too obvious to need argument; and that 
such violent convulsions can exist without pain, is 
collateral proof of the correctness of Sir C. Bell’s 
anatomical demonstrations. ‘That this diseased ac- 
tion arises from the increased excitability of these 
nerves, and is strictly analogous to the increased sen- 
sibility of the sentient nerves, seems equally clear to 
my comprehension. In these diseases, more striking- 
ly than in those of the first class, the excitability be- 
comes exhausted by the violent action set up by the 
disease itself, and the paroxysm ceases in a longer or 
shorter time, spontaneously. ‘The irritation of both 
the motor and sentient filaments composing the same 
nerve, produces painful spasm or cramp. Diseases 
of this class are combined, in a great variety of ways, 
with those affecting other portions of the nervous 
system. I pass to the consideration of diseases of 


CLASS..MMl, 

Inflammatory, febrile, and organic. ‘These, it is 
believed, consist chiefly in the disordered excitability 
of ganglionic nerves. It is, however, in their mildest 
form alone, that they can be considered simple affec- 
tions of these nerves. In all severe cases, the sentient 
filaments suffer with them. The organs of circulation, 
secretion, and nutrition, are supplied with nerves 
from the ganglions. ‘These functions are impaired 
or destroyed by the class of diseases under considera- 
tion. I will endeavor to analyze inflammation. Of 
this disease, there are, according to Pearson, two es- 
sential characters: “1. An augmented velocity and 
Strength of contraction of the arteries. 2. Painful 
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sensibility of the nerves.” ‘ Where these are pres- 


s 
ent,” says our author, “inflammation is present: a 
where any one of these characters is wanting, the t 
disease is not inflammation. Heat, redness and tu- | 
mor, although attended with more frequent contrac- } 
tions of the blood-vessels than are natural, by no 
means characterize a disease to be truly inflamma- I 
tory.” Augmented velocity and strength of contrac- 0 
tion of the arteries.—This must arise, either from I 
increased excitability of the nerves that preside over e 
this function, or from increased stimulus in the blood { 
which circulates through the inflamed part ; and this | 
being a portion of the same mass which produces no e 
disturbance elsewhere, the last supposition is inadmis- t 
sible. “ Painful sensibility of the nerves.””—This is d 
neuralgia, the same affection of the sentient nerves j 
that constitutes diseases of the first class. Thismay @ 
arise secondarily from the distention of the parts, in- : ' 
creased heat, &c., or the cause of inflammation may p 
act directly on the sentient and ganglionic nerves at i 
the same time. [Note E.] The progress and effects | 
of inflammation, also, shed some light on the patholo- : ‘ 
gy of the disease. ‘ Inflammation,” says the author a 
above quoted, ‘is never stationary, but when once it = 
is properly formed, is either in progression towards a 1 t 
natural cure, or the destruction of the part, or it pro- a 3 
ceeds to a termination in some other disease. _ Its t 
usual termination is either by resolution, suppuration, 
gangrene, or induration.” Here, then, we discover q i 
the operation of the same law that governs the irrita- n 
bility of the sentient and motor nerves, viz., it becomes a ss 


gradually exhausted by the action of the disease tt- 
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self. It is this law that regulates the paroxysms, 
and limits what are called self-limited diseases. ‘The 
termination depends chiefly on the degree of excita- 
bility which the ganglionic nerves acquire during the 
progress of the disease. ‘These nerves, I have said, 
preside over the function of nutrition, consequently, 
no dilaceration can take place, unless the excitability 
of some of the extremities of these nerves be ex- 
hausted. And this, perhaps, can only be exhausted by 
excessive action. Hence, if the violence of this ac- 
tion can be kept by appropriate remedies, within 
bounds consistent with the continuance of life, in 
every filament, inflammation terminates by resolu- 
tion. Hence, the most powerful stimulants become 
deadly sedatives. Hence, a more violent degree of 
inflammation, terminates either by suppuration or 
gangrene. And the only difference between these 
modes of termination, depends on the extent of the 
parts involved in the total loss of vitality. When this 
is confined to a small portion of the cellular mem- 
brane, abscess is formed. How? What is pus? 
The function of nutrition is interrupted by inflamma- 
tion. By this function, the nutrient element is sepa- 
rated from the arterial or capilliary blood, and applied 
to the living solid which needs repair, to which it 
adheres by a vital affinity, and becomes a part of 
the same. 

As soon as the irritation of the nerves concerned, 
isso far reduced as to allow them to resume their 
natural office, an effort is made to repair the damages 
sustamed by the recently inflamed part. The nu- 
trient principle is separated from the blood: is con- 
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veyed to the place where it is needed ; but it there 
meets with dead instead of living matter. For the 
former it has no affinity, it cannot go back; it is 
poured out between the dead and living in the form 
of pus. ‘ Pus,” says Pearson, “is always formed 
when the condition of the parts is below inflammation, 
when the action of the vessels differs very little from 
that which is healthy.” Granulations are always 
formed in purulent matter. These, and many other 
facts, support the theory now advanced. ‘The ter- 
mination of inflammation by gangrene, exhibits exact- 
ly the same kind of phenomena, differing only, as | 
said before, in the extent of parts destroyed by the 
disease.* ' 

Inflammation of the serous membrane, if it does 
not terminate by resolution, so far mjures the minute 
vascular machinery by which exhalation and absorp- 
tion is carried on, as to unfit it for its natural function, 
and the consequence is, as the diseased action sub- 
sides, the nutrient element designed to repair the in- 
jury, is poured out, diluted by the exhaled serum, 
forming those copious effusions which so often ter- 
minate suddenly the life of the sufferer. 

Inflammation of the mucous membrane, if not so 
severe as to produce sphacelus, or ulceration, may so 
change and increase the natural secretion, as to form 
the artificial membrane, which proves so fatal in 


* Among the organs which may be restored by granulation, and even extend- 
ed far beyond their natural limits, are the ganglionic and sentient nerves them- 
selves. ‘These are abundant in fungus growths and tumors. When, by dis- 
ease, parts not usually endowed with sensibility, become painful, as is sometimes 
the case, even with the hair, must it not arise from their becoming fungoid, and 
the extension into them of these nerves ? 
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croup, &c. In all these cases, precisely the same 
kind of nervous irritation, manifested by increased 
vascular action, and painful sensibility, characterizes 
the diseases. Strong, if not conclusive arguments 
for the correctness of this theory may also be drawn 
from the most successful means of relieving or curmg 
inflammation. ‘These either diminish the stimulus 
applied to the nerves, or lessen the sensibility of the 
nerves to the effect of stimulants applied. 

Another proof of our doctrine may be derived from 
the fact that inflammation is sympathetically set up 
in parts having no connexion with those primarily in- 
flamed, except by the nerves through their ganglionic 
or spinal centres. And that inflammation and abscess 
may be caused by “violent perturbation of the mind,” 
we have the testimony of Pearson, the sceptical au- 
thor, above quoted. ‘That inflammation sometimes 
spreads laterally to parts lying in contact, although 
there be but a very remote connexion either by nerves 
or blood-vessels, forms no objection to the views above 
stated. ‘Che morbid heat and acrid secretions of the 
inflamed part, become direct irritants to adjacent 
parts. Hence, inflammation of the pleura inflames 
that portion of the lungs which lies in contact with it. 

I must hasten to the consideration of fever. In 
this, the ganglionic nerves seem to be primarily, and 
the spinal nerves, both sentient and motor, secondarily 
aflected. ‘The elements of the disease are essentially 
the same as those of inflammation, more extensively 
diffused, and affecting, in a greater or less degree, 
every function of the whole body. Here we find a 
combination of symptoms, indicating morbid irritabil- 
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ity in each of the nervous systems. ‘The extensive 
lesions which occur in fatal cases, and the abscesses 
which sometimes form in those that terminate favor- 
ably, seem to identify the kind of morbid action 
which constitutes both fever and inflammation. The 
cause of fever, or that to which the chief agency in 
producing it is now generally ascribed, viz., malaria, 
indicates its character. Malaria, the pestilence that 
walks in darkness, seems to act as other powerful 
stimulants might act, could they be as extensively 
applied to the extremities of the same nerves; more 
or less concentrated, it exhausts or mcreases irritabil- 
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ity accordingly. 

Malaria, in some instances, destroys life at once, 
prostrates the excitability so effectually, that from 
the cold stage, the state of collapse, there is no re- 
covery. More diluted, it depresses this vital power, 


for a time, but it again accumulates, reaction takes 
place, and the usual succession of changes which con- 
stitute a well-marked paroxysm of fever follow. The 
common remark, that a fever which runs high will be 
of short duration, is founded in truth, and is explained 
by the law regulating irritability, above stated. But 
if the subject of fever remain in the malarious atmos- 
phere m which he contracted the disease, the contin- 
ually renewed irritation may render the paroxysms Ir- 
regular, and protract the complaint beyond its ordinary 
limits. Hence is inferred the importance of removing 
patients, where this is practicable, to a more salubrious 
location, on the commencement of fever. [Note F.] 

I pass to the consideration of rheumatism. ‘This 
belongs rather to the first class of diseases, but, to 
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save repetition, | have chosen to speak of it here. 
With this disease, | have been made personally and 
very intimately acquainted ; to it, | am indebted for 
what I now esteem a very valuable part of my medical 
education, and, although I have no desire to repeat 
again the same lessons, or longer to inhabit the same 
house, with so harsh a preceptor, I look back upon it 
with that kind of veneration which the man oft en- 
tertains for the stern old school-master whom the boy 
feared and hated. 

Here, uritation of the sentient nerves,—spinal ir- 
ritation, neuralgia,—is the leading symptom. The 
nerves of motion are often but slightly diseased ; the 
difficulty of motion arises from the dread of pain, 
rather than from inability to move. ‘There occurs, 
however, one symptom, not generally mentioned in 
books, which proves not only that the motor filaments 
partake, in some degree, of the irritability of the sen- 
tient nerves, proceeding from the same centres, but 
also that the muscles are not the seat of the painful 
sensations which characterize this complaint. ‘This 
symptom is a slight involuntary twitching of the 
muscles, without pain, occurring at intervals, not so 
constant as subsultus, and very different from the 
peculiar spasms of malignant cholera. 

In acute rheumatism, the ganglionic system of 
nerves suffer considerably, although irritation in 
them seldom becomes sufficiently severe to produce 
lesion. This disease, so far as it affects the ganglionic 
system, is self-limited, like fevers and inflammation ; 
but the affection of the spinal nerves continues an 
indefinite length of time. Seated in the medulla spi- 
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nalis, it seizes on one set of nerves to-day, partially 
exhausts their irritability, and proceeds to another 
to-morrow, until perhaps it has again and again af- 
fected in succession every part of the sentient system. 
This, however, is not generally the case. Some por- 


tion of the body or some of the important organs are 
often spared, while the other parts are incessantly 
harassed by its tortures. Rheumatism has been sup- 


posed by some to affect only certam membranes. 
This | doubt; wherever there are extremities of 
sentient nerves, there neuralgia and there rheuma- 
tism may and does manifest itself. ‘The skin be- 
comes highly irritable. ‘This is evident from the 
effect of cold or hot air or water. Chills, from the 
changing temperature of the air in contact with the 
body, creeping over the back and elsewhere, is often 
a well-marked symptom. Formication also frequently 
attends on this complaint. Further to identify rheu- 
matism with nervous irritation, much of the suffering 
arises from precisely the same sensations as follows 
pressure on large nerves, when, in common parlance, 
it is said the limb is or has been asleep ; when, in the 
language of an eminent professor of rhetoric, ‘torpors 
tingle m the veins.” Every one, who has felt this 
sensitive numbness, by supposing it continued an in- 
definite length of time, may form a better idea of the 
torture from rheumatism, than language can convey 
to those who never felt it. 

In this manner, | might go over the whole cata- 
logue of diseases, and show that the irritability of some 
portion of the nervous system increased or diminished, 
is, if not the whole, an element of each,—an element 
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of sufficient importance to require attention in the 
treatment of every case which occurs in the practice 
of physic. I have spoken of irritability and irrita- 
tion, as if this condition of the nerves were always 
one and the same thing. ‘This may not be the case. 


There may be specific differences in the condition of 


the nerves, as well as in the agents that irritate them. 
The fact, that certain poisons are incapable of pro- 
ducing the same disease more than once m the same 
individual, favors this supposition. But, after all, the 
different symptoms and appearances discoverable by 


our senses, may be nothing more than the changes of 


which a few simple elements are capable. Like the 
few material elements in chemical compositions,— 
like the few colored beads and granules in the kalei- 
doscope, may be the few elements of morbid action in 
the constitution of man, which, by their permutations 
and combinations, produce all the variety of disease. 
Be this as it may, in civilized society, and the more 
so, the more society is civilized and refined, it is 
morbid irritability, in some form or other, that the 
physician has every where to combat in his daily 
practice. 

[ pass to the treatment of diseases,—to consider 
some of the means of managing, regulating or re- 
moving the morbid irritability under consideration. 
Here, as in pathology, a few leading principles, kept 
constantly in view, may prove useful guides in prac- 
tice ; the 

Ist, Indication, is to remove, if possible, the origi- 
nal irritating cause ; 

2d, ‘To protect the tender diseased nerves, against 
all other irritating impressions ; 
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3d, To excite a strong counter action or sensation 
in some portion of the nervous system, which is not 
principally diseased ; and 

Ath, ‘To diminish the irritability of the diseased 
parts, by the direct application of sedative medicines, 

More than one of these indications is often ful- 
filled by the same remedy, and several remedies may 
as often be resorted to, to fulfil a particular indication. 
My remarks on remedies must be brief and desultory, 
and confined to such as, in my opinion, have not been, 
as much as they deserve, known and appreciated. 
When, therefore, | speak of a certain medicine or 
operation, affording relief or effecting a cure, | would 
not be understood to say, that to do this, or exhibit 
that, is all that good practice requires in any one 
case ; or that these applications are to be generally 
relied on, to the exclusion of others which have the 
testimony of the highest authorities, for ages, in their 
favor. 

To fulfil the second indication in painful diseases, 
is often a most important part of the treatment. To 
allow the irritability of the nerves to subside, rest, in 
an easy position, is indispensable. For this purpose, 
no invention within my knowledge, equals in impor- 
tance, Arnott’s hydrostatic bed ; notwithstanding the 
difficulty often met with, of persuading patients to 
use it. Because it feels so unlike any thing before 
used, and because it does not always immediately 
relieve the pain, many will not give it a fair trial. 
But, where a patient will persevere until he gets ac- 
customed to its motion and peculiar softness, I have 
never known an instance of its failure to contribute 
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to the comfort of a sufferer from neuralgic complaints. 
[have one most sensitive patient, who has been on 
a hydrostatic bed more than two years, and who 
could not now be induced, on any account, to ex- 
change it for another, who, for the first few days, 
disliked it exceedingly, and, for more than two weeks 
was occasionally lifted to a feather bed, for relief! 
My remarks apply only to Arnott’s bed, and not to 
the bag of water which has in some places been sub- 
stituted for it. 

Inflammation may be cured in its forming stage, by 
dimmishing the quantity of blood which proves too 
stimulating to the irritated ganglionic nerves [Note 
G]; or it may be successfully treated by nauseating 
drugs, by cathartics, by cupping, blistering over the 
origin of the spinal nerves which supply the inflamed 
part; or it may be arrested at once, by opium, and 
other narcotics. The most successful method of 
treating croup, with which I am acquainted, is to 
administer an emetic of tobacco, antimony, or sub. 
sulph. hydrarg., to break up and remove the forming 
membrane, and then to allay the irritation by opium, 
boldly exhibited ; that is, by giving as large a dose as 
we feel confident the patient will bear, and repeating 
it at least every hour, until the desired effect, sleepi- 
ness and relief, be obtained. 

in the first stage of pleuritis, opium, given as above 
mentioned, has the happiest effect ; it subdues at once 
the morbid irritability, and as soon as the patient is 
freed from the operation of the medicine, he may be 
considered convalescent. I wish here, to be distinctly 
understood, it is only in the forming stage, when the 
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pleuritic pain has continued but a few hours only, 
that I would recommend opium ; for no farther does 
my experience insure success. When inflammation 
has made certain progress, i. e., when much tumefac- 
tion has taken place, when the fluids usually retained 
in their proper vessels, have either escaped into the 
cellular membrane, or become, to a certain degree, 
stagnant in the capillaries, especially when there is 
evidence that any considerable lesion has taken place, 
the free use of opium, | have supposed contra-indi- 
cated. 

Another important resource in the treatment of in- 
flammatory, febrile and neuralgic diseases, is counter- 
irritation, near the origin of the spinal nerves, which 
partake most of the diseased action. ‘This may be 
effected by cupping, blistermg, pustulating with tar- 
tarized antimony, leeching, or by the application of 
rubefacients over the spine. [Note H.] In plethoric 
habits, and in the presence of inflammatory diathesis, 
scarifymg and drawing blood with the cupping-glass, 
is perhaps the preferable mode of using it; but dry 
cupping will answer every purpose for which it 1s 
usually prescribed. How shall I impress on the 
minds of this audience the full value of this simple 
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remedy? Cupping, alone, I am confident, skilfully 
applied, will relieve one third of the medicable pain 
we meet in our practice. The use I make of this 
remedy, which in most cases answers all the purposes 
of counter irritation, without the soreness which 
follows blistering and pustulation, shall be stated as 
briefly as possible. No formidable or expensive ap- 


paratus is required: a common half-pint tumbler and 
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a piece of waste paper, is what I most generally use. 
A patient complains of cold chills, followed by head- 
ache, dull pains in the back, limbs, a hot, dry skin, 
thirst, and a full, frequent pulse. 

The paper is set on fire, and dropped, in full blaze, 
into the tumbler, which is immediately inverted on 
the back of the neck. If the patient be not too 
sensitive, another glass may be placed in the same 
manner, a few inches below the first. Let them re- 
main ten or fifteen minutes, or until the portion within 
the glass becomes tumified and injected with purple 
blood. If, by this time, the relief is not obtained, 
remove them successively to other portions of the epi- 
spinal region. ‘This process I have sometimes con- 
tinued one hour and a half, but generally less time 
will be sufficient to relieve the pain, reduce the hard- 
ness and frequency of the pulse, and often break 
up the forming disease. Other cases, following up 
the advantages gained, by the remedies usually pre- 
scribed, may be rendered comparatively mild and 
manageable. In all sudden attacks of lumbago, and 
other rheumatic affections, similar benefits may be 
at once obtained by cupping. Coughs, asthma, and 
angma pectoris may be temporarily, and sometimes 
permanently relieved by the same means. Cramps 
in the limbs or stomach, and particularly such as are 
often so troublesome in the latter months of pregnan- 
cy, and during parturition, will yield readily to this 
treatment. ‘The true pains of parturition even may 
be much mitigated, and the preliminary and subse- 
quent pains arismg from uterine irritation, may often 
be rendered comparatively trifling by cupping over 
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the lumbar and sacral portions of the spine. [Note 
I.] In short, there is no pain, wherever situated, 
that may not be relieved, temporarily, at least, by 
cupping on some portion of the back, unless the 
subject be so excessively irritable as to be unable to 
bear strong impressions of any kind, without an 
increase of suffering. When the pain arises from 
organic disease, or when the irritating cause has not 
been, or cannot be removed, cupping, like other 
means of mitigating suffering, must fail to cure. And 
where other salutary means of relief are within reach, 
cupping should not be depended on alone. But, in 
treating all febrile and painful diseases, the physician 
should never forget that cupping, added to other 
means used—for it interferes with none, or very few— 
may often possess sufficient power to turn the scale, 
in favor of life or health, when, if it be omitted, death 
or continued suffering would be the consequence. 
[Note K.] 

Strong impressions on the mind, in cases of nervous 
irritability,—and what cases of disease are not more 
or less such ?—often perform almost miraculous cures. 
To confirm this position, I need only to refer to the 
occasional success of the various kinds of quackery, 
and humbug, so prevalent in the world, and to the 
efficacy of many of the most correct and philosophi- 
cal prescriptions, which can only act on the disease 
through the agency of mental excitation. To qualify 
himself to operate, if need be, on the mind of his pa- 
tients, is a part of every physician’s professional duty, 
—a duty by far too much neglected by the regular 
faculty. 
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And, lastly, morbid irritability may be excited or 
controlled by strong impressions on the extremities of 
the nerves of the alimentary canal, and throughout the 
whole vascular system, by agents administered inter- 
nally. Having but little that is new to say on this 
unlimited subject, I pass it with a few cautionary 
remarks only. ‘The apothecary’s shop and nature’s 
garden, the much vaunted store of botanic medicine, 
furnish not only salutiferous physic, but deadly drugs 
also; and much, very much, of the morbid irritabili- 
ty which we meet in practice, originated in those pro- 
lific sources of good and evil. Our medical literature 
is not free from pernicious prescriptions ; our news- 
papers, almanacks, and receipt-books are full of cer- 
tain cures, which, if correctly interpreted, would 
mean certain producers of disease ; and every man, 
woman and child feels qualified to prescribe at least 
some vegetable poison, for the cure of his own 
complaints, or those of his neighbors. While con- 
demning, in the most unqualified terms, the use of 
minerals in medicine, pretenders to medical science 
are too ignorant to know, or too base to acknowledge, 
that the most deadly drugs with which we are ac- 
quamted, are of vegetable origin ;—that such even was 


‘* the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste 
Brought death into the world, and all our wo.”’ 


The medical philanthropist, while he looks with 
astonishment on the reckless eagerness with which 
the multitude swallow falsehood, and deleterious 
drugs, selects with care, and applies with caution, 
his remedies from the materia medica. He estimates 
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the danger from the disease, and the danger from 
medicines, “looks before and after,” and weighs, 
against the value of present relief, the consequences 
of particular modes of medication, and acts according 
to the laws of honesty and the dictates of an enlight- 
ened judgment, regardless of a rival’s sneer, or a 
quack’s malediction. Such, alone, are worthy of fel- 
lowship here,—such, alone, can make themselves 
deservedly loved and honored through life, and give 
significance to the star which must probably, ere long, 
be affixed to their names in the catalogue of Fellows 
of the Massacnusetts Mepicau Society. 








NOTES. 


NOTE A. (Page 360.) 


Tue following biographical sketch of the late Dr. Hart has 
been kindly prepared at the request of the author, by Dr. J. 
Spaulding, of South Reading. 


Dr. Joun Harr was born in Ipswich, Mass., October 12, 
(old style,) A. D.1751. His father, John Hart, was a lawyer 
and a noted musician, and died many years since in the place of 
his nativity. His mother, Mary Hart, on whom devolved the 
first training of her son, was a woman of great personal charms, 
good talents, and eminent for piety ; and spared no pains to im- 
press on the mind of her son, those traits of character for which 
he in after life became so distinguished. After having received 
a good preparatory education for those times, he studied medi- 
cine at Ipswich, his native town, with Dr. John Calif, a distin- 
guished physician of that place. At the age of nineteen, he 
commenced his practice in Georgetown, (now Bath,) Me., and 
there continued in his profession till the commencement of the 
revolutionary war. At that time, when many were vacillating 
in relation to the grievances of the colonies, Dr. Hart, though 
young, took a decided stand ; and as decision of character had 
been one of the most prominent traits of his youth, the follow- 
ing incident will show how it operated on this occasion. Dr. 
Calif, who had been his medical preceptor, being timid, and 


fearful of the issue of the revolutionary enterprise, advised his 
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young friend, Dr. Hart, not to enter the service, as he would 
probably lose both his pay and his neck. But this did not 
frighten him; and he enlisted, agamst the advice and remon- 
strances of one whom he respected. After about a year, he re- 
turned on furlough, and visited his medical patron, who advised 
him not to go back to the service, promising to obtain for hima 


surgeon’s place in the British army, where he would be sure both 
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of his pay and his neck. But his young friend was decided, and 
spurned at the offer, saying, “Sir, 1 will risk both.” After 
Burgoyne was taken, (and he was there,) he said to his adviser, 
“Sir, what do you think now?” He first joined the army at 
Cambridge, in Col. Prescott’s regiment, who fought at Bunker 
Hill. He continued in the army in 1775—6, and in 1776 went 
to New York; was stationed at Staten Island, and remained 
there till the enemy took possession of Long Island: then, driven 
to the Highlands, remained there till Col. Prescott’s regiment 


was disbanded. ‘Then, a regiment was formed under the com- 


; 
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mand of Captain Bailey, called the Second Mass. Regiment, to 
which Dr. Hart was appointed regimental surgeon, in which 
capacity he served till the war closed, in 1783. After this, he 
remained in a regiment, kept in reserve, under the command of 
Col. Henry Jackson, till July, 1784 ; having served his country 
a period of nine years and three months. Having passed through 
so many laborious scenes of warfare, he returned to Reading, 
(now South Reading,) in his native State, gladdened with the 
prospect of his country’s peace, to take repose in the bosom of 
his friends, who thrice welcomed him as a patriot and republican. 
He, however, was soon earnestly solicited to enter upon the ac- 
tive duties of his profession, where a field, large and broad, 
opened itself, which would afford ample opportunity for the 


exercise of that knowledge in the healing art, which had been 
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accumulating by practical experience during his nine years’ 
service. His practice soon became very extensive, not only in 
his own town and county, but in the adjacent counties of Essex 
and Suffolk. He was one of the first, if not the very first 
practitioner in the county of Middlesex, who made use of mer- 
curial remedies in acute and typhoid febrile cases ; and his suc- 
cess was such, by this course of treatment, that the Middlesex 
Medical Association, formed about 1790, of which he was one 
of its most prominent members, adopted his manner of treatment 
from that period. He has often told the writer of this sketch, 
that he felt sure of the life of his patient, when he had evidence 
the system had become affected by mercurial action ; his rea- 
soning was, that two diseased actions could not exist in the sys- 
tem at the same time, and that, while the artificial diseased ac- 
tion produced by calomel was perfectly manageable, the febrile 
diseased action might not be. But, whether he reasoned cor- 
rectly or not, few, if any physicians in New England ever took 
charge of a greater number of fevers, or treated them with 
greater success. In all difficult cases of this character, his opin- 
ion was relied on as the last resort of human skill. In 1792, 
when Boston was visited with small-pox, and a general alarm 
was produced, not only in Boston, but all about in its vicinity, 
Dr. Hart was called on to take charge of hospitals, erected for 
the time being, in Reading, Lynn, Boston, and other places, for 
the purpose of inoculation, (the only remedy then known to 
stay that awful pestilence,) and his skill and industry were such, 
that he actually inoculated and carried through some thousands, 
in the space of a few months, and in a number of the hospitals, 
without the loss of a patient. Having had great opportunities for 
the practice of surgery, during the revolutionary struggle, his 


judgment was considered decisive, and much to be relied on, in 
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the most perplexing surgical cases ; and frequently he was called 
to operate. In the department of midwifery, he was no less con- 
spicuous, and in the course of his long practice, he probably at- 
tended to more than three thousand obstetric cases. Possessing 
great firmness and resolution, blended with kindness and sym- 
pathy, he seemed peculiarly fitted to allay the anxiety, attend- 
ant on such occasions ; but when necessity required, the most 
responsible duties, by common consent, devolved upon him. 
Dr. Hart was a strict observer of nature, and in viewing dis- 
eases, formed a theory of his own; his remedies were few, but 
active; he relied more on calomel, ipecacuhana, opium, and 
Peruvian bark, than all other remedies in the materia medica. 
He was exceedingly careful not to reduce his patients, after a 
few days’ illness, but, on the commencement of disease, attacked 
the enemy with great boldness. He was a great enemy to de- 
pletion, and contended that the abstraction of blood diminished 
the power of overcoming disease, and he was so sanguine in 
this sentiment, that for forty years he rarely bled, and for the 
last twenty-iive not once. His aversion to quackery, nostrums, 
and specifics of all kinds, was almost proverbial, and had a 
weighty influence with the younger part of the profession, with 
whom he was often called to consult. There was a dignity 
and manliness in his character that looked down with disgust 
on the little, low arts of cunning and hypocrisy, adulation and 
intrigue. He had no sympathy for such manceuvres, nor com- 
placency in the actors of them. He was open, frank, uncon- 
cealed ; and seemed incapable of dissembling. Although affable 
and familiar, he never descended to any thing low and con- 
temptible ; and so dignified and commanding were his looks and 


demeanor, that there were very few if any, but that felt respect 


for his person, and awe in his presence. As a physician, he 
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insisted on obedience to his directions, which, in most instances, 
by the unlimited confidence and attachment of his patients, were 
obeyed to the letter ; but, when they swerved from his advice, 
and disobeyed his injunctions, (choosing to follow their own rea- 
son,) he felt a high sense of the neglect, and would occasionally 
permit such patients to ‘“‘ take care of themselves.” While Dr. 
Hart was engaged in a full tide of practice, having reared a 
respectable family, with industry, economy, and good reputa- 
tion, and hoping, ere long, to enjoy more leisurely the comforts 
of a domestic life, he was called by the suffrages of his towns- 
men to represent them in the General Court ; in which capacity 
he served his town eight years. He then sustained the office of 
senator five years; and, during the time he filled these impor- 
tant stations, his constituents would scarcely release him from 
the toils of his profession. It may be observed, that he was 
one of the first who had the moral courage to break up the un- 
advised custom of treating at representative elections. He 
was a living example of the value of the great temperance 
principles, as no man enjoyed better health, and few were ex- 
posed to more fatigue. He probably, for the last forty years, 
did not taste a drop of distilled spirits, and declared the same 
great principles, which, till of late, the community have been 
so unwilling to acknowledge. He was long a member, and for 
many years a counsellor of the Massachusetts Medical Society, 
where he sustained a fair reputation among his compeers ; also, 
an intimate friend and associate of governors Brooks and Eustis, 
fellow-patriots of the revolution. The Society of Cincinnati 
recognised him as one of their most active and distinguished 
members, and he sustained the office of vice-president of the 
Society at the time of his decease. 


Dr. Hart was, for many years, an acting justice of the peace, 
o2 
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and of the quorum, which office he sustained till his death ; the 
cases brought before him were numerous, and his decisions 
were so judicious, that all parties usually became reconciled to 
greater bonds of amity. He was also a justice of the Court 
of Sessions, which office he discharged with respectability. 
As a politician, he was a consistent, inflexible republican, ever 
sustaining the “laws and the constitution.” He was equally 
decided in matters of religion, and unshaken by inroads and in- 
novations, whether plausible or dogmatic ; and unwavering to 
the last in the principles of the Puritans. He liberally support- 
ed evangelical religion ; his means were ample, and his disposi- 
tion ready to communicate to the temporal and spiritual wants 
of his fellow-citizens: he gave to many of the benevolent 
objects of the day, generally requesting to keep back his name. 
The latter years of his life were much occupied in searching 
the Scriptures, with personal reference to futurity, which he 
made a constant and practical concern. He was not only 
convinced of the entire pollution of human nature, generally, 
but of his own sinfulness and ruined state, without renewing 
grace by the Spirit of God; nor were these transient impres- 
sions, but an every-day concern, till he seemed melted down 
into penitence and submission. Those most conversant with 
him on these soul-interesting considerations, believe that he 
yielded his heart to God, on whose sovereign grace, through 
Jesus Christ, he relied for pardon and salvation. It has been 
the lot of but very few, to enjoy such uninterrupted health at his 
advanced age, while, at the same time, his mental powers re- 
mained strong and vigorous; he was emphatically “a wonder 
to many,” and he was looked upon as the oracle of the town. 


He had, for several years, sought retirement from his extended 


practice, and by degrees declined the numerous calls he re- 
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ceived, except a few, from those whose attachment was so strong, 
they could not be denied. He was in the habit of daily exercise, 
and of directing all his secular affairs; and this he continued to 
do, till within a week of his decease. ‘The day previous to his 
sickness, he walked a mile, bore it well as usual, except it pro- 
duced a hurried inspiration, and consequently increased per- 
spiration ; and the day being very chilly, he soon felt the effect 
on his lungs, which in two or three days became a decided case 
of pneumonia notha, and this, in conjunction with a disease of 
the chest, (hydro thorax,) which had been insidiously at work 
for a number of months. In this situation his physician first 
saw him. After a full examination of his case, he suggested 
that it would probably prove fatal, to which he replied, “ Your 
views correspond with my own; I am fully aware of the danger ; 
this disease of the chest has been coming on for some months, 
though I have not disclosed it before.” Every exertion was 
made for his relief, but ineffectually ; he was under the necessity 
of sitting im an erect position continually, with a constant ad- 
mission of the surrounding atmosphere, to keep him from suffo- 
cation. During all this time, he manifested the same greatness 
of soul which had characterized him through life, blended with 
all that is desirable in the Christian and dignified in the philoso- 
pher. He conversed freely about his dissolution, and spent 
much of his time in devotional exercises, with reference to his 
departure. At length the solemn moment arrived, and the 
spirit took its flight. He died April 28, 1836, aged eighty-four 
and a half years. 'Thus he, who had so often been made in- 
strumental of averting the shafts of death from his fellow-men, 


became himself, in his turn, a prey to the same great destroyer. 
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NOTE B. (Page 366.) 


“When the eighth pair of nerves are divided, (the experi- 
ments were made on rabbits,) below the inferior laryngeal nerve, 
the lungs are found, after death, distended with a frothy fluid, 
which fills the bronchia and air-cells, and prevents the lungs 
collapsing ; and they are covered with patches of dark red 
color, often of great extent, which give the appearance of the 
vessels being greatly distended with blood, or of blood having 
escaped into the cellular substance. ‘They appear of a more 
compact texture than healthy lungs, and sink in water. In 
short, the fluids of the lungs no longer undergo the proper 
change, but accumulate in the bronchia, air-cells and blood- 
vessels.”"—A. P. W. Philip, On Vital Functions, chap. 5, 
sect. 1. 

M. Andral relates a case in the Nouvelle Bibliotheque, re- 
markable for its anatomical alterations. The patient was a 
young man, twenty-four years of age, presenting the following 
symptoms: swollen countenance, cedema pf the eyelids and 
lower extremities ; respiration short, confinefl, and depending so 
much on the pectoral muscles that the lungs seemed paralyzed; 
inability to remain in a horizontal positign ; lips and ale nasi 
blue. The stethoscope indicated no diséase of the heart ; death 
succeeded suddenly to a fit of dyspnoea. On examination, after 
death, a portion of the par vagum was found enveloped in tu- 
berculous glands, below which, the nerve was in a state of car- 


tilaginous induration.— Dublin Journal, Nov., 1834. 


NOTE C. (Page 366.) 


Since writing the above, the January number of the Medical 


and Chirurgical Review has been received, a large portion of 
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which is devoted to reviews of works on the diseases of the ner- 
yous system, which abundantly support my views of the com- 
parative importance of this branch of medical philosophy. Of 
Dr. Marshall, on spinal irritation, Johnson says, “In the years 
1815 and 16, our author had ample opportunities for prosecuting 
pathological researches, in the British military hospitals in 
France. He then, like many others, thought morbid anatomy 
was the polar star of medicine, and that it would guide him 
through all the labyrinths of our intricate science. He accord- 
ingly cultivated it, with all the ardor of a young enthusiast, and 
he had unceasing opportunities of devoting himself to his favor- 
ite pursuit. But mark the conclusion to which all his researches 
at length led him. ‘The more assiduously | pursued it, how- 
ever, the more fully did I become aware of the truth that 
morbid anatomy, however indispensable to the scientific prac- 
tice of our profession, never could be to me, or any other phy- 
sician, the infallible guide I had so fondly hoped to find it. 
Constantly, (he remarks,) did cases come under my observation, 
where no lesion or structural disease was found adequate to 
account for the symptoms during life. And, again, not a few 
presented themselves where severe lesion and structural disease 
had actually existed, and no complaint had been made during 
life, which would have led to the suspicion that such was the 
case. Yes, (adds Johnson,) this have we repeatedly urged 
in this Journal,—morbid structure is the consequence, rather 
than the cause, of morbid function. Functional disorder long 
precedes organic disease, and, therefore, symptomatology must 
be our first and most important study. These, and other ob- 
servations, led Dr. Marshall to the conclusion, that the nervous 


system was to be explored.” 



































404, NICHOLS ON IRRITATION OF THE NERVES. 


NOTE D. (Page 372.) 


It appears reasonable to our authors, (Messrs. Griffin,) and 
to us, that some advantages may result from the attempt to trace 
‘“‘nervous affections to one or more of the three great nervous 
centres,—the brain, the spinal marrow, and the ganglionic sys- 
tem. All these systems are subject, independent of one another, 
to inflammation, irritation, and the influence of sedative powers, 
The spinal chord itself consists of portions possessed of several 
powers and functions ; or, in other words, presents several cen- 
tres, from whence nervous energy is distributed to the several 
parts of the body. Thus, four of the senses derive their facul- 
ties from the superior portion of the medulla spinalis, including 
the medulla oblongata. Its anterior part is the source of volun- 
tary motion, and its posterior, of common sensation. Between 
these is Sir C. Bell’s column, which gives out the respiratory 
system of nerves. ‘These considerations must lead us to ques- 
tion the propriety of attributing all nervous diseases to affections 
of the brain. ‘There can be no doubt that a large portion of 
these are attributable to irritation of the spinal nerves, at their 


origin.” —Medico Chirurgical Review, January, 1835. 


NOTE E. (Page 380.) 


There is one combination of these symptoms peculiarly dis- 
tressing. It is, when the medulla spinalis becomes, from con- 


cussion, or other injury, the seat of active inflammation. This, 


so far as it consists in the increased irritability of the ganglionic 


nerves, goes on as when situated in other parts, producing more 
or less symptomatic fever, which is manifested by the pulse and 
other usual symptoms. But, in addition to these, is neuralgia, 


most excruciating in those parts which are naturally most highly 
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endowed with sensibility, by nerves proceeding from the inflamed 
centre. In other cases of inflammation, the neuralgic affection 
is usually referred to the inflamed part itself. In this, the se- 
verest pain is in the extremities, which, instead of exhibiting the 
usual symptoms of inflammation, are often cold, as well as ex- 
tremely sensitive to the touch. ‘The same degree of primary 
inflammation is always painful in proportion to the natural sen- 
sibility of the part affected. 


NOTE F. (Page 384.) 


The subject of malaria forms one of the most interesting and 
instructive chapters in medical literature. Presuming every 
Fellow of our Society to be acquainted with some of the best 
writings on this subject, I shall only record in this note a few 
remarks that may have some claim to originality, if nothing else, 
torecommend them to the consideration of others. It is gen- 
erally believed that the great source of this aerial poison is de- 
caying vegetable matter. ‘This is most abundant in swamps 
and forests ; but, notwithstanding this, its most fatal effects are 
experienced in cities. ‘The inquiry, therefore, naturally arises, 
What has nature provided to counteract or consume this poison 
in the most malarious situations ? A luxuriant vegetation. Ma- 
laria seems to be the food of vegetables ; hence may be inferred 
the sin against nature, which man has committed, and for which 
he has been so severely punished, in preserving so small a por- 
tion of the territory of his cities for trees and gardens, and cov- 
ering so much of it with buildings and naked streets. But this 
isnot all; Natura Duce, we discover malarious locations filled 
with mosquitoes, gnats, and other vexatious, irritating insects. 
Isee too many evidences of the infinite wisdom and benevolence 


of Deity to believe these to have been created for no other pur- 
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pose than to torment man, and other more innocent animals. 
Why, then, has the mosquitoe a poisoned bill and a sleep-banish- 
ing song? In three ways this impertinent little creature sayes 
the proud lord of this world from the fatal influences of malaria, 
It drives him from the most malarious districts ; it produces an 
irritation on his skin, which counteracts the internal effects of 
this poison ; and prevents that sound sleep, which favors its in- 
sidious and fatal attacks on the powers of life. If this theory 
be correct, then we may expect to find that the greatest suffer- 
ers from malaria are those who take but little exercise, live in 
the shade by day, and sleep beneath a net of gauze by night. 
Then we shall understand the rationale of those laws of nature, 
by which it has been ordained, that, where filth is, there shall be 
vermin also ; and learn the danger of protection from the latter, 
without putting away the former. We shall also discover how 
little philosophy and regard to comfort, is discovered in the lo- 
cation, construction, and arrangements of cities, villages, and 
dwelling-houses generally. ‘These are mostly situated in val- 
leys, on the banks of rivers, canals, ponds or marshes. A ruin- 
ous parsimony banishes gardens, trees, and parks from most 
mercantile and manufacturing towns; and where nature has 
kindly, on the site of these, formed diluvial hillocks, where sa- 
lubrious currents of air would have borne health and vivacity to 
the wiser or more fortunate portion of the inhabitants, these 
have been removed in the progress of misnamed improvements ; 
cellars, which become the depots of stagnant water, rotting 
lumber, and decaying vegetables, constructed without regard to 
the means of ventilation, under every dwelling-house, are so 
many laboratories of aerial poison, for the destruction of the 
health of those who live over them, and particularly of such as 


fear to open a window, or go out of doors, lest they should 
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take cold, or melt in the sunshine! How frequently may fevers 
and dysenteries, which affect whole families, beginning, gener- 
ally, with those who sleep on the lower floor, be traced to the 


condition of the cellar ! 


NOTE G. (Page 389.) 


The generally admitted fact, that bleeding from a large orifice 
gives decidedly greater relief, than the abstraction of the same 
quantity of blood by a slow process, shows how much even 
this remedy depends for its efficacy on the counter shock it 
gives to the nervous system. ‘The slow abstraction of stimuli 
allows the irritability of the nerves to accumulate in the same 
ratio, so that the lesser quantity of the former, operating upon 
the greater accumulation of the latter, still maintains nearly the 
same degree of action. This reaction, arising from accumulated 
initability, abstracts greatly from the efficacy of blood-letting, 
and causes it to be of doubtful utility in many inflammatory 
cases. When the laws of the nervous system shall be better 


understood, this difficulty may perhaps be obviated. 


NOTE H. (Page 390.) 


Generally speaking, cupping, and other irritating applications 
are most beneficial, when applied near the origin of the nerves 
most diseased ; but these remedies are not without their use else- 
where. ‘The kind of counter-irritation, as well as the part of 
the body chosen for its application, must vary in different cases, 
and different subjects. It has been too generally supposed, that, 
in neuralgic cases, unless tenderness be discovered over some 
portion of the spine, counter-irritation there would prove un- 
availing. This I believe incorrect. Cupping, blistering, &c., 


over this region, exerts a powerful influence over the irritability 
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of the whole nervous system, whether spinal irritation be dis- 






coverable or not ; and, in some instances, where portions of the 






spine are excessively tender, counter-irritation, applied to the 






less sensitive portions, have the best effect. Leeches operate 





both as evacuants and counter-irritants. And it is in the latter 






capacity, in simple neuralgic affections, that they are chiefly 





beneficial ; relief is often afforded too soon to be attributable to 






the abstraction of so small a quantity of blood. The modus 






operandi of leeching, cupping, pustulating and blistering are all 





curious subjects for speculation, but our chief business is to as- 






certain results, and not to amuse ourselves with conjectures. 






If, in neuralgic and inflammatory diseases, the application of 






either of these remedies, in a large proportion of cases, affords 






relief, and no essential injury be done where they fail of this 






desired effect, their value, as modes of medication, is established. 
















NOTE I. (Page 392.) 


Having satisfied myself of the value of dry cupping, as a 
remedy in rheumatic and febrile complaints, I was induced to 
try it for the relief of such as arise from uterine irritation ; and 
over these, also, [ have found it capable of exerting a benign in- 
fluence. Among savages, and in some instances, among women 
of more cultivated minds and refined habits, parturition is eflect- 
ed with little or no pain. Pain is not, therefore, naturally or 
necessarily a part or an accompaniment of parturient efforts ; 
but is owing to the unnaturally increased irritability of the sen- 
tient nerves. During utero-gestation this irritability often ac- 
cumulates, assumes the character of spinal irritation, and gives 
rise, in succession, to pains in the back, sides, lower extremities 
and abdominal region (which often simulate closely for weeks or 


months true labor pains), painful parturition, severe after-pains, 
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and other neuralgic complaints, which often continue and ag- 
gravate the sufferings during subsequent pregnancies, and the 
sequela of the same. Hence, the severity of after-pains in the 
same individual, often bear some proportion to the number of 
previous accouchments. 

The following cases, although insufficient in number to es- 
tablish the fact, render probable the utility of cupping in puer- 
peral cases : 

Case 1. Mrs. M., the term of utero-gestation completed, was 
taken with pains that so much resembled parturient efforts, that 
[ waited with her several hours, expecting every moment that 
she would need assistance ; when, on examination, the os uteri 
was found to be still closed. I cupped over the lumbar portion 
of the spine, and relieved the pain so much, that I left her. In 
about ten hours was called again, and found her delivered of a 
large child, as she said, without having had pains half as bad as 
those she suffered before the cupping. ‘This patient had spinal 
iritation, which has continued to afflict her occasionally ever 
since, it being now nearly two years. ‘This was her second ac- 
couchment. 

Case. 2. Mrs. B., a young woman, aged nineteen, first ac- 
couchment, was, during the progress of labor, severely afflicted 
with cramp in the lower limbs, which was entirely removed by 
one application of the cupping glass, and delivery was accom- 
plished in about one hour after, in a most easy and favorable 
manner. She has since aborted in the third month, when the 
pain was apparently much relieved by the same means. 

Case 3. April 27th, 1836. Mrs. M. M., at the commence- 
ment of the eighth month of her fifth pregnancy, worn down by 
catarrhal complaints, and such as are incidental to her condition, 


together with mental depression, arising from sympathy for a 
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parent’s sufferings, and approaching dissolution,—I found as fol- 


lows: Pulse 112, pain in the head, febrile paroxysms, a ha- 
rassing cough, frequent and painful micturition, some pain about 
the abdomen, costiveness, tongue clean, appetite less than usual, 
but no loathing of food. Prescribed rest, Ol Ricini, followed 
by cathartic pills, Tr. Opi et Chloric Atther, expectorant mu- 
cilaginous drinks. 

28th. Cathartic has operated moderately, feels better, but 
pulse as yesterday ; breathing hurried, cough no better. Con- 
tinue the sedative and mucilaginous medicines. 

29th. Cough incessant, and no sleep the last twenty-four 
hours ; pulse 140, breathing quick and panting, partial delirium, 
countenance pallid and cedematous, and the aspect of the case 
every way alarming. I now resorted to dry cupping. ‘Two 
glasses were applied for one and a half hour, on seven different 
places, over the cervical, dorsal, lumbar and sacral portions of 
the spine. During this operation, the pulse was reduced to 
120; a gentle emesis, and free expectoration of transparent mu- 
cus was excited ; cough entirely relieved, and remained so for 
ten hours ; breathing easy, delirium gone, and quiet sleep, in due 
time, followed. Sedatives and expectorants continued. 

30th. Pulse 108, cough occasional and comparatively trifling, 
no delirium, complains still of febrile paroxysms, and great de- 
bility ; cupped on each side of the upper dorsal vertebre. Medi- 
cine continued. 

May Ist. Symptoms much as yesterday ; aspect of the case 
rather improving. Continued the medicine. 

2d. Cough more troublesome ; cupped over the lower cervical 
vertebre ; continued the medicine, with mild tonics. From 
this time she recruited rapidly, walked about the house, indulg- 


ed a good appetite, and, on 
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22d. Was delivered, after a very easy labor, of a large child, 
and has since recovered her health and strength in the most fa- 
yorable manner. 

Case 4. May 29th, 1836, I was called to Mrs. §.’s sixth 
accouchment ; found pains moderate, and not very promising or 
frequent ; being a near neighbor, left her, and was called again 
in about two hours, she having had, as the attendants informed 
me, a fit, i. e., had been moderately convulsed. Found her 
much confused, not knowing where she was or how employed, 
complaining of great distress in the head. Applied a cupping- 
glass to the back of the neck, and, finding the os uteri consider- 
ably dilated, ruptured the membranes. ‘Three or four moderate 
pains, with an interval of about five minutes, followed, making 
little or no alteration in the prospect of delivery. ‘The head- 
ache was by this time much relieved, and the mind had re- 
sumed its functions. Removed the cupping-glass from the neck, 
and applied it over the lumbar portion of the spine. ‘The char- 
acter of the pains was immediately changed, and four only ef- 
fected the delivery, before the glass was taken off. ‘There being 
spinal irritation in this case, neuralgic pains and headache con- 
tinued, for which the cupping was several times repeated, 
during the first week, with evident benefit. After a previous 
accouchment, two years since, the same patient was greatly 
relieved of neuralgic pains, which simulated very closely in- 
flammation of the uterus, by the application of leeches to the 
lower portion of the spine. 

That powerful counter-irritation on other portions of the ner- 
vous system may have an effect similar to that of cupping over 


the spine, is rendered probable by theory and experience. The 


following case, which occurred in my practice several years 
since, may serve to illustrate this remark : 
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Case 5. Mrs. B., being in the seventh month of pregnancy, 


was seized with severe pains, which she supposed to indicate 
labor, called me in to assist her. I found the os uteri sealed; 
gave her, in repeated doses, within two hours, at least fifteen 
grains of opium, without affording her any relief. I then gave 
Ol Croton, stt. ij., and, in less than an hour, the pains left her, 
About two weeks after, she was again taken with the same 
pains in kind and degree, and was relieved by the croton oil, 
without opium, as quickly as before. In due time, parturition 


took place, without any unusual occurrence. 
NOTE K. (Page 392.) 


Cases are sometimes met with, in which there exists so high 
a degree of nervous irritability of the whole sentient system, 
that no active treatment can be endured. I have known the 
application of a single leech, or a small blister, produce painful 
spasms ; and the exhibition even of a mild cordial, or cathartic, 
followed invariably by distress. In these cases, there is great 
tenderness over the whole spinal region ; and counter-irritation, 
if admissible at all, will be likely to do the most good on the 


parts of the body which are least sensitive. 
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APPENDIX FOR 1830. 


The Annual Meeting of the Fellows of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society was held on Wednesday, June 2d, at the Athe- 
neum Lecture Room, Pear! Street, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

After reading the records of the last meeting and the records 
of the Counsellors for the year past, it was voted to choose 74 
Counsellors for the ensuing year. 

Drs. David Osgood, J. G. Stevenson and G. W. Otis were ap- 
pointed Scrutineers. 

On counting the votes, it appeared that the following gentle- 
men were elected, viz. 

For Surrotx.—Drs. William Ingalls, John Dixwell, James 
Jackson, Benjamin Shurtleff, John C. Warren, John Randall, 
George C. Shattuck, John B. Brown, Walter Channing, Jacob 
Bigelow, George Hayward, Enoch Hale, Jr., Solomon D. 'Towns- 
end, Zabdiel B. Adams, John Ware, David Osgood, Edward 
Reynolds. 

For Essex.—Drs. Benjamin L. Oliver, James Gardner, Rich- 
ard Hazeltine, Abel L. Peirson, Andrew Nichols, Thomas Man- 
ning, Samuel Johnson, Joseph Kittredge, Jeremiah Spofford, 
Richard S. Spofford, Edward L. Coffin. 

For Mippiesex.—Drs. Amos Bancroft, Calvin Thomas, 
Timothy Wellington, Rufus Wyman, Thomas Bucklin, John 
Walton, Abraham R. Thompson, Zadock Howe, William J. 
Walker, John C. Dalton. 

For Worcester.—Drs. Stephen Batchelder, Jr., John Green, 
Daniel Thurber, Edward Flint, Charles W. Wilder, Benjamin F. 
Heywood, Augustus G. Parker, Gustavus D. Peck. 

For Hampsutre.—Drs. Elihu Dwight, Joseph H. Flint, Al 


A 
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pheus F. Stone, Stephen W. Williams, Levi W. Humphreys, 
Job Clarke. 

For Berxsuire.—Drs. Henry H. Childs, Robert Worthing- 
ton, William H. Tyler, Charles Worthington, Royal Fowler, 
Benjamin Rogers. 

For Norrotx.—Drs. Amos Holbrook, Nathaniel Miller, 
John Bartlett, Robert Thaxter, Samuel Bugbee, Jeremy Stimson, 
Ebenezer Alden. 

For Puymovurn.—Drs. Nathan Hayward, Hector Orr, Cush- 
ing Otis, Andrew Mackie, Ezekiel Thaxter. 

For Bristo..—Drs. Benjamin Billings, Alexander Reed. 

For BarnstasLe.—Drs. Joseph Sampson, Aaron Cornish. 


The Treasurer then submitted the annexed statement in rela- 
tion to the funds of the Society. 


TREASURER’S REPORT ON THE PERMANENT FUND. 


The Permanent Fund of the Society has been managed 
agreeably to a vote passed at the time the present Treasurer 
came into office. By said vote it was made the duty of the 
Treasurer to invest the fund, as the notes held by the Society 


were paid in, in Policies in the Massachusetts Hospital Life In- 
surance Office. This has been done, and the following is a re- 
port of the present state of the whole fund: 
A. Policy No. 578, June 30th, 1828, principal sum, $2,549 87 
Do. Interest to January Ist, 1830, . ‘ ‘ 197 44 
Do. do. according to the estimate of the Ac- 
tuary to this day, ‘ ; . ‘ 68 53 


f $2,815 84 

B. Policy No. 755, Aug. 28th, 1829, principal sum, $744 70 
Do. Interest to January Ist, 1830, . ‘ 12 85 

Do. do. tothis day, . : : 18 93 
$776 48 

C. Henry W. Fuller’s Note,. .. A $600 
Interest to this date, ' ; ‘ 30 


$630 
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From the above it appears, that the Permanent Fund 
amounts at this time to $4,222 32 cts., the whole of which, ex- 
cept Henry W. Fuller’s note, is invested in the Hospital Life 
Office, and is on compound interest. 

Which is respectfully submitted by 

WALTER CHANNING, Treasurer. 

Boston, June 2d, 1830. 


Treasurer’s Report on the Current Receipts and Expendi- 
tures of the Massachusetts Medical Society, from June, 1829, to 
June, 1830. 


EXPENDITURES. 


To Cash paid to Order of Publishing Committee, $100 00 
To do. paid to Dr. John Dixwell, . ‘ 55 23 
To do. paid for Annual Dinner, . : 221 62 
To do. paid for Life Insurance Policy . 744 70 
To do. for one year’s Rent, . : 125 00 
To do. for Printing and Advertising, . 629 09 
‘To do. for Sundries, . ; . ‘ 7 00 


$1,782 64 
To Balance carried to next Account, st eee ae 


$2,170 41 


RECEIPTS. 


By Cash on Hand, June, 1829, ; ; ; $575 26 
do. received of Fellows at Annual Meeting, 444 00 
do. from Henry W. Fuller, ‘ 3 672 70 
do. Donation from Dr. Starkweather, 10 00 
do. received of Fellows during the Year, . 236 00 
do. of First Medical District, . : 110 00 
do. of Second Medical District, ‘ 122 45 


$2,170 41 
Errors Excepted. 


Boston, June 2d, 1830. 
WALTER CHANNING, Treasurer. 
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The following Report was then read ; 
Boston, May 31st, 1830. 
The Subscribers, a Committee appointed by the Counsellors 
of the Massachusetts Medical Society to examine the Treasurer’s 
accounts, Report, that they have attended to that duty, and find 
that said accounts up to the present date are rightly cast and duly 
vouched. 


BENJAMIN SHURTLEFF, 
JACOB BIGELOW. 
Voted, to accept the above Reports. 


The Committee appointed at the last annual meeting of the 
Society to consider the expediency of making certain alterations 
in the laws of the Society in relation to Licentiates, reported, 
that it is not expedient to make such alterations. 

Voted, 'To accept the Report. 


The Chairman of the Committee appointed by the Society on 
the subject of legalizing the study of Anatomy, made some re- 
marks on the subject of their commission, but offered no specific 
proposition. ‘The following preamble and resolutions were then 
submitted by the Recording Secretary, and unanimously adopted. 

“The Fellows of the Massachusetts Medical Society having a 
deep conviction that a knowledge of Anatomy is essential to the 
education of a physician as well as surgeon, and being fully con- 
vinced that this knowledge can only be obtained by actual dis- 
section of the human body, which is in a great measure pre- 
vented by the existing laws of this Commonwealth, do therefore 

* Resolve, 1st, That they regard with peculiar satisfaction the 
remarks of his Excellency the Governor on this subject in his 
recent communication to the legislature, and the appointment of 
a special Committee in relation to this business by the Senate 
and House of Representatives, and hail them as the harbingers 
of a more liberal and enlightened policy. 

‘©2d, That they will use all proper means in their power to 
diffuse more correct information in regard to the necessity of 
anatomical knowledge than now exists, and to convince their fel- 
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low citizens that the members of the medical profession have no 
interest distinct from that of the community, in their attempts to 
legalize the study of Anatomy, but that in so doing they are la- 
boring to advance the cause of science and humanity. 

“ 3d, That they cordially approve the course that has hitherto 
been adopted by the Counsellors with the view{of advancing the 
object, and they request them to adopt such other measures as 
they may deem proper and expedient to accomplish the wishes of 
the Society.” 


The Committee appointed by the Counsellors, under authority 
from the Society, to attend to an application to the legislature for 
an alteration in the law of 1803, made in relation to this Society, 
reported, that the proposed alterations having met with some op- 
position in the House of Representatives, the whole business 
was suffered to lie dormant, whereupon it was 

Voted, 'That the Counsellors be instructed to renew the appli- 
cation to the legislature for an alteration of the act of incorpora- 
tion, in conformity with the Report adopted at the last annual 
meeting. 

Voted, That in case the application for an alteration of the 
By-Laws shall fail, it shall be the duty of the Treasurer, under the 
direction of the Counsellors, to take the most efficient measures 
authorised by the existing laws to collect the debts due to the 
Society. 


The Censors of the First District informed the Society, that 
having ascertained from the President of Bowdoin College, that 
medical students are admitted to an examination for a medical 
degree in that Institution before they have completed three 
years of professional study, they had voted that the medical de- 
gree of Bowdoin College shall not be considered hereafter ple- 
nary evidence of qualifications for license from this Society. 

Voted, That the Censors of the First District have, in the 
opinion of the Society, acted correctly in their decision relative 
to the question that has arisen between them and the Medical 
Graduates of Bowdoin College. 
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The hour having arrived, which was fixed to hear the Annual 
Discourse, a very interesting one was read by Dr. Rurus 
Wyman. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be given to Dr. 
Wyman for his very ingenious address. 

Voted, That this meeting be dissolved. 

GEORGE HAYWARD, Ree. Sec’y. 


ABSTRACT OF THE JOURNAL OF THE COUNSELLORS OF 
THE MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


A stated meeting of the Counsellors was held this day, 
Wednesday, October 7th, 1829, at 11 o’clock, A. M. at the So- 
ciety’s room, Pearl Street. 

A letter was read from Rufus Wyman, M. D., in which he 
accepted the appointment to deliver the next Annual Discourse 
before the Society. 


The Committee appointed in June last on the subject of Dis- 
sections, reported, that they had issued a circular letter to the 
Fellows of the Society, with a view of advancing the objects 
proposed by their appointment, and they recommended to the 
Counsellors to cause a petition to the legislature to be prepared 
and presented at the winter session of the General Court. 

Voted, That this Committee be requested to continue their 
attention to the subject, and adopt such other measures as they 
may deem expedient in relation to it. 

Voted, That they be authorised to make expenditures to pro- 
mote the object for which they were appointed, provided they do 
not exceed $150. 


A stated meeting of the Counsellors was held this day, 
Wednesday, February 3d, 1830, at 11 o’clock, A. M., at the So- 
ciety’s room, Pear! Street. 

Voted, To proceed to the choice of two Committees by ballot, 
to report at the annual meeting of the Society, one on the state 
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of the Treasury, and the other on that of the Library. Drs. Ben- 
jamin Shurtleff and Jacob Bigelow were chosen to examine the 
Treasurer’s accounts, and Drs. J. B. Brown and Z. B. Adams to 
examine the Library. 

A letter having been read from Ezra Starkweather, M. D., of 
Worthington, in which he enclosed $10 for the use of the So- 
ciety, it was voted, that the Corresponding Secretary be directed 
to present the thanks of the Counsellors to Dr. S. for his donation 
and the expression of his kind feelings and good wishes towards 
the Massachusetts Medical Society. 

Voted, To appoint a Committee on the nomination of Honor- 
ary members for the ensuing year. Drs. Warren, Dixwell, and 
Hale were chosen. 


The Committee on the subject of Dissections reported, that 
they had published a pamphlet since the last meeting, a copy 
of which they now laid before the Counsellors. 

Voted, That the same Committee be authorised to print a new 
edition, not exceeding 10,000 copies, of this pamphlet, with such 
alterations and additions as they may deem expedient. 


A stated meeting of the Counsellors was held this day, Thurs 
day, June 3d, 1830, at 10 o’clock, A. M., at the Atheneum Lec- 
ture Room, Pearl Street. 

The records of the last meeting having been read, it was 

Voted, To proceed to the choice of Officers for the ensuing 
year, and the following gentlemen were elected, viz. 

James Jackson, m. pv. President. 

Amos Hoiprook, m. v. Vice-President. 

Joun DixweE.., mM. pv. Cor. Secretary. 

Grorce Haywarp, m. p. Rec. Secretary. 

Water Cuannine, Mm. v. Treasurer. 

Enocn Harz, Jr. m. v. Librarian. 


CENSORS FOR THE FIRST DISTRICT AND THE SOCIETY. 
Drs. John Dixwell, Rufus Wyman, Walter Channing, George 
Hayward, Enoch Hale, Jr. 
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FOR THE SECOND: DISTRICT. 
Drs. John Green, Edward Flint, Benjamin F. Heywood, 
Charles W. Wilder, Gustavus D. Peck. 


FOR THE THIRD DISTRICT. 
Drs. Elihu Dwight, Joseph H. Flint, Daniel Collins, Elisha 
Mather, Job Clarke. 


FOR THE FOURTH DISTRICT. 
Drs. Alfred Perry, W. H. Tyler, Hubbard Bartlett, Orren 
Wright, Lyndon A. Smith. 


The Committee on Publication and the Committee on Resig- 
nations were then chosen by ballot, viz. 

Jacob Bigelow, M. D., George Hayward, M. D., Enoch 
Hale, Jr. M. D. Committee of Publication. 

Walter Channing, M. D., John Ware, M. D., Zabdiel B. 
Adams, M. D. Committee on Resignations. 

Voted, To proceed to the choice by ballot of a Fellow to de- 
liver the next Annual Discourse before the Society. 

John Green, M. D. of Worcester was chosen. 

A Report was then read from the Censors of the First District 
and for the Society, whereupon it was 

Voted, That the Secretary of the First Board of Censors be 
directed to communicate to the other Boards of Censors the pro- 
ceedings of the Censors of the First District in relation to the 
medical diploma of Bowdoin College, and inform them, that 
their proceedings have received the sanction of the Society at 
their late annual meeting. 

A Report of the Censors of the Second District was laid be- 
fore the Counsellors, but no reports were received from the Third 
or Fourth Districts. 

A statement of the proceedings of the Essex South District 
Society for the year was read, and ordered to be placed on file. 

The Report, which had been adopted by the Society yesterday, 
of the Committee on applying to the legislature for some altera- 
tions in the law made in 1808, in relation to this Society, was 
then read. 
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Voted, That Drs. Hale, Channing and Homans be a Commit- 
ie to attend to the business. 

Voted, That a Committee of five be appointed to attend to the 
subject of legalizing the study of Anatomy. 

Voted, That Drs. John C. Warren, George Hayward, A. L. 
Peirson, George C. Shattuck and John Ware be this Committee. 

Voted, That this Committee be allowed to expend a sum not 
exceeding $150 in prosecution of their commission. 

Voted, That this Committee be authorised to petition the leg- 
isature, in the name of the Society, if they deem it expedient. 

Voted, That the standing Committee on Resignations be a 
Committee to consider if any alterations should be made in the 
seventh Rule of the Counsellors, which relates to resignations. 

Voted, To continue the premium of one dollar for every 
printed page, which may have been approved by the Publishing 
Committee, on the terms heretofore offered. 

Voted, 'To dissolve the meeting. 


The following gentleman has been elected a Fellow during the 
past year, viz. Dr. Elisha P. Fearing, Nantucket. 

The following gentlemen have been admitted in course, viz. 
Joseph Palmer, M. D. Boston; John C. Hayden, M. D. Cam- 
bridge; Paul Swift, M. D. Nantucket; Wyatt C. Boyden, M. 
D. Beverly; John D. Fisher, M. D. Boston; Ebenezer Hunt, 
M.D. Danvers; Julius S. Mayhew, M. D. Fairhaven; John 
Jenison, M. D. Northampton; Sewell G. Burnap, M. D. Hollis- 
ton; Amariah Brigham, M. D. Greenfield; Nathan C. Keep, M. 
D. Boston ; Edward G. Davis, M. D. do. ; Joseph W. Mc Kean, 
M.D. do.; Alexander Thomas, M. D. do.; John B. Stebbins, 
M.D. do. ; Joseph Clarke, M. D. do. ; Samuel Morrill, M. D. do. 

The following gentlemen have had leave during the year to 
resign their fellowships, viz. Drs. Joseph Torrey, Salem; Arte- 
mas Bullard, Sutton; Otis Goodman, South Hadley ; Leavitt 
Bates, Norton; Moses D. Spofford, Rowley; Paul R. Metcalf, 
Wrentham. 


B 










































Note. We are requested by the Treasurer to say, that a Report has been 
received from the Censors of the Third District, which was mislaid at the 
time his Report was made. 
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The Annual Meeting of the Fellows of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society was held on Wednesday, June Ist, at 10 o’elock, 
A. M. at the Atheneum Lecture Room, Pearl Street. 

After the records of the last meeting and the records of the 
Counsellors for the year past had been read, it was voted to pro- 
ceed to the choice of 77 Counsellors for the ensuing year. 

Drs. J. B. Flint and Z. B. Adams, of Boston, and J. O. Green, 
of Lowell, were appointed Scrutineers. 

On counting the votes, the following gentlemen were declared 
to be elected, viz. 

For Surrotx.—Drs, William Ingalls, John Dixwell, James 
Jackson, Benjamin Shurtleff, John C. Warren, John Randall, 
George C. Shattuck, John B. Brown, Walter Channing, Jacob 
Bigelow, George Hayward, Enoch Hale, Jr., Solomon D. 'Towns- 
end, Zabdiel B. Adams, John Ware, David Osgood, Edward 
‘Reynolds, John Homans. 

For Essex.—Drs. James Gardner, Richard Hazeltine, Joseph 
Kitteredge, Jeremiah Spofford, Abel L. Peirson, Andrew Nickols, 
Edward L. Coffin, Samuel Johnson, Thomas Manning, Richard 
S. Spofford, Calvin Briggs. . 

For Minp_esex.—Drs. Amos Bancroft, Calvin 'Thomas, Tim- 
othy Wellington, Rufus Wyman, Thomas Bucklin, John Walton, 
Zadok Howe, William J. Walker, John C. Dalton, Ephraim Buck, 
Daniel Swan. 

For Worcester.—Drs. Stephen Bachelder, John Green, 
Daniel Thurber, Edward Flint, Charles W. Wilder, Benjamin 
F, Heywood, Gustavus D. Peck, Amos Parker. 

For Hampsnire.—Drs. Joseph H. Flint, Alpheus F. Stone, 
ra W. Williams, Levi W. Humphreys, Job Clark, Elisha 

ather. 
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For Berxsnire.—Drs. William H. Tyler, Henry H. Childs, 
Asa G. Welch, Robert Worthington, Alfred Perry, Hubbard 
Bartlett. 

For Norrotx.—Drs. Amos Holbrook, Nathaniel Miller, John 
Bartlett, Samuel Bugbee, Robert Thaxter, Jeremy Stimson, Eben- 
ezer Alden. 

For Pitymovrs.—Drs, Nathan Hayward, Hector Orr, Cushing 
Otis, Andrew Mackie, Ezekiel Thaxter, Paul L. Nickols. 

For Bristot.—Drs. Benjamin Billings, Alexander Reed. 

For Barnstrasie.—Drs. Joseph Sampson, Aaron Cornish. 


The Treasurer made the following report on the state of the 
funds of the Society, viz. 

The Treasurer presents the following report on the Permanent 
Fund of the Massachusetts Medical Society, for the year ending 
June Ist, 1831. 

This fund consists of two Policies of Insurance of the Massa- 
chusetts Hospital Life Insurance Company, a note of hand of 
Henry W. Fuller, Esq., and the interest of said note for one 
year. 


The first Policy is numbered 578, the 
principal sum of which is, . : $2,549 87 
Interest on do. to June Ist, 1831, —.. 329 31 
———— $2,879 I8 


Second Policy, number 755, principal 
a 5; 


‘ 744 70 
Interest to June Ist, 1831, ‘ : 49 21 


—— $793 91 
Hl. W. Fuller’s note, 600 00 
Interest to July 30th, 1831, 36 


$636 00 


ee 
cee ae 


Making the permanent fund amount to ; ; $4,309 09 
Errors Excepted. 


(Signed.) WALTER CHANNING, Treasurer. 
Boston, June \st, 1831. 
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The Treasurer of the Massachusetts Medical Society, presents 
the following Report of his account current with the Society for 
the year ending June Ist, 1831. 


MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY, DR. 
1830, June 8, To Cash paid William Gallagher, for 





Annual Dinner, , $172 12 
a - ” counterfeit bill received for 
License, : : 5 00 
$ $< 28, " paid one quarter’s Rent, 31 25 
Oo as %, te for Collecting Assessments, 34 20 
. oS, " for engraving, . ° 14 16 
“ « $i, ° to order of Publishing Com- 
mittee, . ‘ : 122 24 
Bm. 2, ss one quarter’s Rent, . 31 25 
e + a “ to order of Publishing Com- 
mittee, ‘oes 52 00 
ON et, &, as Willis & Rand, for Adver- 
tising, . ‘ : 5 00 
7: “ 2, - C. Stimson, Jr., : 8 33 
“Pee, ‘© Amos H. Haskell, ; 17 35 
46 “« 630, 6 for Reut, : : 31 25 
1831, Feb. 8, * to order of Publishing Com- 
mittee, . : , 6 00 
* March 9, es for Smith and Tweedie on 
Fever, . . ; 6 00 
64 ge “ to order of Committee on 
Anatomy, : ; 62 00 
" ¢. 90, “ to Do. of Publishing Com- 
mittee, : ; 438 70 
$1,036 85 
To Balance carried to new Account, ; . » 809 92 


$1,346 77 
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MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY, CR. 

1830, June 3, By Balance of Account of 1829, $387 77 
as « ‘© Cash received of Librarian, 1 00 
re ee . ‘* for Assessments of Fellows 

of the Medical Society, 426 00 
ss ‘6 6 ts at other times, 432 00 
1831, May 30, ** from the Ist Board of Cen- 
sors, ; i ; 100 00 
$1,346 77 
Errors Excepted. 
(Signed. ) WALTER CHANNING, Treasurer. 
Boston, June 1st, 1831. 


The following Report was then read : 


The subscribers, a Committee appointed by the Counsellors of 
the Massachusetts Medical Society to examine the Treasurer’s 
Accounts for the last year, report, That they have attended to 
the duties assigned them, and find the said accounts to be cor- 


rectly cast and duly vouched. 


JACOB BIGELOW, Y Cionleset 
GEORGE HAYWARD, { ommattee. 


Boston, May 31st, 1831. 


Dr. Brown from the Committee on the Library, reported, that 
they had examined the same, and found it in good order, and that 
no books had been lost during the past year. 

Voted, 'To accept the Report. 

The Committee on Resignations made the following Report, 
which was accepted. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESIGNATIONS. 


The Committee on Resignations, having been directed to con- 
sider if any alterations should be made in the seventh Rule of the 
Counsellors, which relates to Resignations, have attended to that 
duty, and offer the following Report : 

In order to answer the purpose for which they ‘were appointed, 
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viz. to remove any difficulties which may arise in the application 
of the laws regulating Resignations, the Committee have directed 
their attention to the existing By-law, (p. 25, of By-laws,) and 
believe that it may be so altered as to be of much easier applica- 
tion to cases, than it is in its present form. They beg leave, 
therefore, to offer the following, viz. the matters contained in the 
two following paragraphs, as a substitute for the 4th Sec. Ist 
Chap., and propose that the same be recommended by the Coun- 
sellors to the Society, on their next Annual Meeting. 

“ Any Fellow, on arriving at the age of sixty, may be permit- 
ted to resign his fellowship, on application to the Counsellors. 
He shall afterwards be excused from the ordinary duties of the 
Society, but may attend its meetings, may vote thereat, and shall 
be entitled to receive its publications in the same manner as 
ordinary Fellows, but shall not be eligible to any office of the 
Society. Other Fellows may also be permitted to resign, for 
such reasons as the Counsellors shall deem satisfactory, but shall 
not be afterwards entitled to any of the privileges of the Society. 

“Those whose resignation has been accepted, shall have their 
names in the List of Fellows distinguished by a peculiar mark, 
but if the reasons assigned in any case should not be satisfactory, 
and the Fellow should, notwithstanding, withdraw, his name 
shall be discontinued from the List of Fellows.” 

The Committee further recommend, that the third case in 
which resignation of fellowship may be permitted, may be strick- 
en out of the 7th Rule of the Counsellors, whenever the By-law 
shall be amended as proposed above. 

As much difficulty is experienced by the Committee on Resig- 
nations, in deciding on cases, in consequence of the short time 
allowed for considering them under the present usage, your 
Committee recommend that the Corresponding Secretary be 
requested to send Letters on Resignations, to the Chairman of 
the Committee, at least one fortnight next preceding the meet- 
ings of the Counsellors. 

WALTER CHANNING, 


Boston, Oct. 5th, 1830. for the Committee. 
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The Committee appointed to apply to the Legislature for an 
alteration of the Act of 1803, relating to this Society, reported as 
follows : 

The Committee appointed by the Counsellors of the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society, to make application to the Legislature 
for certain alterations of the Acts of Incorporation of the Society, 
respectfully Report : 

That at the last Session of the Legislature, an additional Act 
was passed, an official copy of which is herewith presented. In 
order that the Act may be in full force, the Committee respectful- 
ly recommend to the Society the adoption of the following, or a 
similar resolution : 


Resolved, 'That the ‘* Act in addition to an Act, entitled an 
Act, in addition to an Act, entitled an Act, to Incorporate certain 
Physicians by the name of the Massachusetts Medical Society,” 
passed on the 19th day of March, 1831, be accepted and adopted 
by this Society. 


E. HALE, Jr. 
W. CHANNING, | Commit 
JOHN HOMANS, 


Boston, April 20th, 1881. 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-one. 


An Act in addition to an Act, entitled *“‘ An Act in addition 
to an Act, entitled an Act to Incorporate certain Physicians by 
the name of the Massachusetts Medical Society.” 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, That so much of the Fourth Section of an Act passed 
on the eighth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and three, entitled “ An Act in addition to an Act, 
entitled an Act to Incorporate certain Physicians by the name 
of the Massachusetts Medical Society,” as requires that those 
who are authorized to claim admission into said Society shall 
have first passed at least three years in approved practice of 
Medicine and Surgery, and so much of the same Section as en- 
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titles Licentiates of the. said Society, and Bachelors of Medicine 
at Harvard University, to the use of the Libraries of the Society, 
be, and the same are hereby repealed, the residue of the said 
Section remaining in full force. 

Sect. 2. Be it further enacted, That the Treasurer for the 
time being of the said Massachusetts Medical Society, is hereby 
authorized to sue in the name of said Society, in an action of debt, 
before any Court proper to try the issue, for such sums of money 
as may hereafter become due to said Society from any person, 
being, or who has heretofore been, or who shall hereafter become 
a Fellow thereof, for the annual or other assessments of said 
Society, or for penalties accruing under and by virtue of the’ 
By-laws and votes of said Society, by declaring, generally, against 
the defendant, as indebted to said Society for the penalty ac- 
cruing from the breach of any By-law thereof, or for a sum 
becoming due by virtue of any legal vote of said Society, (as the 
case may be) setting forth the substance only of such By-law or 
vote; and the said Society shall thereupon recover judgment for 
so much debt or damage as they shall prove to be due and no 
more. 

In the House of Representatives, March 19, 1831, 


Passed to be enacted. 
W. B. CALHOUN, Speaker. 


In the Senate, March 19, 1831, 
Passed to be enacted. 
JAMES FOWLER, President. 


March 19, 1831, 


Approved, LEVI LINCOLN. 
A true Copy, 
Attest, EDWARD D. BANGS, 


Secretary of the Commonwealth. 


Voted, To accept the Report, and adopt the Act of the Legis- 
lature therein referred to. 

Voted, That the Counsellors be authorized to determine upon 
what conditions Licentiates of this Society, and Doctors of Medi- 
cine of Harvard University, may become Fellows. 
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The Committee appointed at a special meeting of the Coun- 
sellors in April last, in consequence of a petition of certain Phy- 
sicians of Berkshire, to the Legislature of this Commonwealth, 
which petition, with the order of notice, are entered in the 
records of the Counsellors, made the following Report : 

The Committee of the Counsellors of the Massachusetts Med- 
ical Society, to whom was referred the petition of H. H. Childs 
and others, to the Legislature, and the order of notice thereon, 
addressed to this Society, respectfully Report : 

That neither the Fellows of this Society, as individuals, nor 
the Society as a corporate body, have any interest in the subject 
matter of the said petition, except so far as it may affect the 
interests of the medical profession generally, in this Common- 
wealth, and the welfare of the whole community. The Govern- 
ment of the Commonwealth have made the Massachusetts 
Medical Society the guardians of the health of its citizens; by 
making it their duty to establish a sufficient standard of medical 
education, and to maintain a system of correct professional con- 
duct. In consideration of the performance of these duties, the 
Society is endowed with certain privileges ; and these privileges 
are bestowed equally on every member of the Society, embracing 
in its design, (and nearly so in fact,) every educated practitioner 
of medicine or surgery in the State. The only semblance of 
distinction, either of privileges or honor, which the Society admits 
among its members, is in the small number of its offices; and 
these are so encumbered with onerous labors, that they have 
always been regarded more asa service of duty, than a mark of 
honor. 

The duties thus assigned to the Society, the Committee believe, 
have been faithfully performed ; the purposes for which it was 
established have thus far been in a great measure accomplished. 
Previous to the organization of the Society, no system of medical 
education was observed, and no means existed of ascertaining 
the qualifications of candidates for the profession. A young man 
might pursue his studies in such a manner and for such a length 
of time as he saw fit, and then enter upon the practice without 
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examination or license of any kind. It necessarily followed, from 

such a state of things, that a considerable number came into the 

profession, who were altogether unqualified for its high respon- 

sibilities. Such men not only endangered the lives and health 

of the community, who could judge of their qualifications only 
after a long, and perhaps dangerous trial of their skill; and 

brought dishonor upon the profession, by their ignorance and 
mal-practice ; but*by resorting to artifices to obtain employment, 
which better educated and more honorable men would have 
disdained and avoided, they became the cause of jealousy, con- 
tention, and distrust, among the members of the profession. A 
physician who was already established in practice, having no 
means of knowing what were the qualifications of a young man, 
who should come into his neighborhood, except such as a long 
acquaintance might afford, would be at a loss whether to expect 
in him an honorable competitor, in friendly colleague, or a 
cunning rival, seeking to supplant him. It was a necessary con- 
sequence, that every stranger was an object of suspicion ; and 
but too often the suspicion soon ripened into mutual recrimination 
and contention. It must be in the recollection of some of the 
Fellows of the Society, that the lives of many able and well 
established physicians, were often disquieted by the attempt of 
some half-educated practitioner to supplant him; and although 
he might not always succeed in so doing, the very attempt was no 
small cause of apprehension and distress. 

Had it been the only beneficial result of the operations of this 
Society, that these evils have been effectually corrected, there 
would still have been abundant reason to feel that neither the labors 
of the Society nor the efforts of its individual members, had failed 
of an adequate return. We have, it is true, irrégular practitioners 
still among us, and must expect always to have them. But the 
line of distinction is now so strongly drawn between them and 
educated physicians, that the profession is no longer made re- 
sponsible in the minds of men, for the consequences of their 
ignorance and mal-practice, nor its harmony disturbed by their 
misconduct ; and they are much less successful than formerly, in 
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diverting the confidence of the community from regular physicians 
to themselves. 

It needs no argument to show that this change, so auspicious 
to the interests alike of the profession and of the public, is mainly 
to be attributed to the efforts of this Society. It belongs rather 
to our present object, to show what are the means by which the 
Society has effected so much for the general good. 

The leading principle upon which this Society has ever pro- 
ceeded, differs essentially from that of most similar institutions, 
It inflicts no penalties, except that of withholding its countenance 
and assistance, neither upon irregular practitioners, nor upon 
delinquent members. The Aci of Incorporation has, indeed, 
given the power of imposing fines for the breach of the by-laws; 
but the power has never been exercised, and probably never will 
be ; no by-law has been framed with the penalty of a fine annexed 
to it. The Legislature, has also, within a few years, enacted 
that irregular practitioners, shall not be permitted to collect their 
fees by the aid of the law. But this law was not sought for by 
the Society; and it is at least doubtful, whether its operation 
is not rather injurious than beneficial to its interests. Both these 
provisions are so at variance with the general spirit of the So- 
ciety’s proceedings, that they ought not to be regarded as any 
part of its system. 

The true power of the Society depends entirely upon the weight 
which public opinion has given to its influence. The members 
are bound by their own voluntary obligation not to consult with, 
or afford any professional assistance to, any practitioners but such 
as are recognised by the Society. As it is the design of the 
Society, to receive into Fellowship all whose education and 
character are such as to entitle them to confidence, this simple 
provision marks an effectual distinction, as an English statute 
expresses it, “‘ between the on-conynge and the conynge,” be- 
tween those who are, and those who are not, in some good degree 
properly qualified for the profession. Had the Society exercised 
its power of discrimination, arbitrarily, and without a due regard 
to the real character and the qualifications of the different individ- 
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uals, to which it was applied, this provision must have been 
wholly inoperative. It has, on the contrary, received the sanction 
of the community. It is an honor, in the estimation of all men, 
to be a Fellow of the Society, and such is the confidence of the 
public in the decisions of the Society, that no man can be recog- 
nised as a physician by the community at large, who is not so 
recognised by the by-laws of this Society. 

Although this principle is so effective in its operation, yet it is 
so simple in itself, that many persons have altogether, overlooked 
it, and have sought for some other means of accounting for the 
powerful and salutary influence of the Society. Hence appears 
to have arisen the opinion, that the advantages of the Society, 
are in a great measure limited to those who are able to attend its 
annual meetings. The annual meetings are indeed indispen- 
sable to the successful operations of the Society ; and it is equally 
important that they should be attended by a sufficient number of 
the Fellows to ensure the confidence of the whole Society, in 
all the measures that are adopted at them. The more full the 
attendance, the more effectually is this purpese accomplished. 
Some benefit also arises incidentally, from the mere circumstance 
of the meeting of a considerable number of professional brethren, 
in consultation for the promotion of a common useful object. 
Independently of this mutual interchange of social and friendly 
feelings, the advantages of the annual meetings are enjoyed by 
those who do not attend them in a degree scarcely, if at all, less, 
than by those who are always present. 

And these advantages are extended equally into every part of 
the State, wherever the principle upon which the Society is 
founded, is adhered to. In regard to the collateral benefits of 
the meetings, the Society has also made all the provision for their 
extension, that the nature of the case admits of, by establishing 
District Societies, with full corporate powers, whenever a sufficient 
number of Fellows has applied for them. 

The only privilege enjoyed by those who reside near the 
centre of the State, in a greater degree than by those who are 
more remote, consists in the use of the library. For this reason, 
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the library has never been enlarged at the expense of the Society. 
It is wholly the gift of individuals. Still it contains a valuable 
collection of the best books ; and the Society has not failed to do 
all that can be done, to equalise its usefulness. The length of 
time for retaining the books has been extended to a whole year, 
in order to facilitate the use of them by the more distant Fellows 
of the Society; and District Societies are permitted to take fifty 
volumes at a time, and to retain them two years. Whatever in- 
equality there is from this cause, is in a great measure counter- 
balanced by the labor of conducting the business of the Society, 
which necessarily falls chiefly upon those who reside near the 
centre of its operations. 

If, therefore, the Fellows of the Society, in any part of the 
Commonwealth, have not received a full share of the benefits 
which the influence of the Society has conferred upon others, 
it is because they have not rightly appreciated the nature of that 
influence, and have not acted fully up to the principles upon 
which the Society is founded. So small a number have attended 
the annual meetings, from some of the more distant counties, 
that they have come to look upon the operations of the Society 
with distrust, and to turn away their eyes from the advantages 
which they, in common with others, really derive from those 
operations. But the Committee confidently trust, that when the 
subject is reviewed in all its bearings, the Fellows of the Society 
in every part of the Commonwealth, will be satisfied that the truest 
interests and honor, as well as the best usefulness of the profes- 
sion, are to be found in a continuance of the union and harmony 
which have heretofore prevailed. 

These general remarks will enable the Society to perceive, 
what view, in the opinion of the Committee, should be taken of the 
petition of the physicians of Berkshire. The reasons assigned 
for desiring a separate Society, are substantially two, the burdens 
imposed by the Massachusetts Medical Society ; and the want of 
a sufficient participation in the privileges of the Society. 

The only burdens which this Society lays upon any of its 
members, are the payment of the annual assessment of three 
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dollars, and the duty of executing the offices to which they may 
be elected. The assessment is imposed equally upon all. The 
offices of course, are assigned to those who are judged by the 
Counsellors to be best fitted by their standing and their local situa- 
tion, to discharge them ably and faithfully ; and, therefore, while 
there is some labor, and in some instances, a considerable share 
of labor attending them, they are also to be regarded as proofs of 
confidence and respect, which are not wholly without their value. 
The only office in regard to which there has been any complaint, 
is that of Censors, to which allusion is made in the petition. In 
respect to this office, the only complaint has been in the County of 
Berkshire ; and this has been communicated to the Society so 
recently, that there has been no opportunity for the Society to 
act upon it. It comes certainly with the less force, that the 
Censors of that District have never paid into the treasury of the 
Society, any portion of the sums received for licenses granted 
by them. ‘The Censors of the other Districts have cheerfully 
performed the same duty without preferring any claim to re- 
muneration. Still the Committee are by no means satisfied that 
some provision ought not to be made to meet this objection. 
When gentlemen are obliged to ride some distance to perform 
the offices of the Society, they must necessarily incur expenses ; 
and these expenses, at least, should be borne by the Society. 

The Committee are at a loss to perceive the correctness of 
the statement in the petition, that there are “ Medical Societies 
in adjacent States, whose privileges are far greater, and attended 
with much less expense.” On the contrary, they believe that in 
no State of the Union, and in no country in Europe, does the 
profession enjoy a greater degree of harmony and peace among 
its members, or possess in a higher degree the respect and con- 
fidence of the community, than in this Commonwealth; and in 
none do the privileges of the profession proceed more directly 
from their medical institutions, than do ours from the Massachu- 
setts Medical Society. : 

The whole annual expense of this Society to each individual 
Fellow, is three dollars. Besides the exemption from liability to 
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be drawn as jurors, to which the Fellows of the Society are 
entitled, in common with other regular physicians, they are 
also exempted by charter, from all enrolment in the militia, in 
distinction from all other practitioners. ‘The pecuniary value 
of this exemption alone, is greater than the amount of the annual 
assessment. The privileges to which the Committee have before 
adverted, the security which the Society has been the means of 
affording to each individual Fellow, against the encroachments 
of unqualified and dishonorable practitioners, and the mutual 
confidence which it has imparted to each, in the general 
integrity and honorable designs of his neighbor, are privileges 
now so well established, that the source from which they 
emanated is in a great measure forgotten. And yet it is none the 
less true, that they are the effects of the labors of the Society. 
The publications of the Society have been freely distributed to 
every member. These have not always been of a very high 
value. But there have been occasions, in which questions of 
great interest have been investigated by Committees of the 
Society, and the results communicated in very valuable Reports ; 
such are the Report on the Spotted Fever, and that on Vaccina- 
tion. Besides their ordinary publications, the Society prepared 
and published the Massachusetts Pharmacopeeia, the first, and 
one of the best Pharmacopeias that has ever been published in 
this coumtry ; and had no small share in preparing the Pharma- 
copeia of the United States. In various other ways, opportuni- 
ties have been seized for promoting medical knowledge and 
improving medical practice. In the late law for the encourage- 
ment of the study of anatomy, which has brought such honor on 
our State, as the first to set an example of such enlightened 


legislation, we have also an exemplification of the salutary 
influence of this Society in which every Fellow may feel a just 
and honorable pride. For it cannot be doubted,:that it was the 
influence which this Society exerted, in enlightening the public 
mind to the importance of the study of anatomy, that primarily 
led to the passage of such a law. 

The recent arrangements of the Counsellors for the annual 
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publication of a volume of practical medicine, furnishes another 
advantage, which of itself, scarcely falls short, in pecuniary value, 
of the whole amount of the annual assessment. If the Society 
should remain united, and all its members cordially co-operate 
in promoting its utility and respectability, all the objects by which 
it has hitherto contributed so much to the honor and usefulness 
of the profession may be continued and extended, without 
imposing burdensome restraints or obligations on any of its 
members. 

The petition of the Berkshire physicians, asks only to be 
separated from the Massachusetts Medical Society, and to be 
formed into a distinct Society, for the purposes of ‘‘a frequent 
interchange of sentiments, united efforts, publicity of facts and 
cases, &c.” The by-laws of the Massachusetts Medical Society, 
recognise the right of any individual Fellow to withdraw from it 
at his pleasure. Of course, if all the Fellows residing in Berk- 
shire County, had seen fit to exercise that right, they could do 
so, without asking leave from the Legislature. Neither would 
the Society be disposed to object to an association of any of its 
Fellows, for the purpose of mutual improvement. On the con- 
trary, it has ever been the policy of the Society, to encourage 
such associations, by the establishment of District Societies. 
And it is worthy of remark, that the encouragement afforded to 
the Berkshire District Society, has been greater than has ever 
been granted to any other District. It may be that the by-laws 
respecting District Societies, may demand some modification in 
order to give them still greater facilities. If such should prove 
to be the case, the past history of the society does not leave room 
to doubt, that the Fellows of the Society will be fully disposed to 
acquiesce in any alteration which shall appear to be for the 
general good. 

But if the objects of the petitioners, be, as the Committee are 
led to suppose, to obtain an independent power to grant licenses 
to practitioners of medicine, the Committee would deem it to be 
the duty of the Society, earnestly to protest against the granting 
of their petition. It was obviously the design of the Legislature, 
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in granting the charter of the Massachusetts Medical Society, as 
it now exists, and it is evidently necessary for the full accomplish- 
ment of its useful objects, that the Society, made up as it is of 
the whole body of the profession in the Commonwealth, should 
have an entire control of the requirements which shall be re. 
garded as constituting a competent medical education. The 
only exception, to the full completion of this design was, in the 
privilege allowed to the medical graduates of Harvard University, 
to be received as licentiates of the Society. This exception was 
the result of necessity, not of choice, Harvard University was in 
existence, and had the right to confer medical as well as other 
degrees, long before the establishment of this Society. The only 
means of avoiding collision with that ancient and respectable 
Institution, was by the compromise which was adopted. 

But for this Society to consent that any new institution should 
receive a similar right to confer equal privileges, especially any 
institution which shall not be bound to the observance of a 
dignified and correct course, by an equal connexion with and 
dependence upon the government of the Commonwealth, as is the 
Corporation of Harvard University, would, in the opinion of the 
Committee, be a gross violation of the obligations imposed upon 
this Society. It has already been shown, that the chief means by 
which the harmony of the profession and the security of the 
public against unqualified practitioners, have been promoted by 
the Society, are the high and uniform standard of qualifications 
demanded of the candidates for the profession. But if there 
should be a number of independent Boards of Censors, to decide 
upon these qualifications, all attempt to preserve uniformity must 
be in vain. The rules of different Societies, will necessarily be 
different, and the practice under those rules, in institutions 


having no intimate connexion with each other, will vary still 
more ; and jealousies and contentions will be the unavoidable 
consequences. In reference to the institutions of different 
States, there is a remedy for this difficulty, by requiring the 
candidate to present his testimonials to the Censors of the State 
to which he removes. But if separate Societies should exist in 
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different parts of the same State, such a requirement will be 
attended with much greater embarrassment. 

The Committee trust that it need not be said that in recom- 
mending to the Society to oppose the petition of the Berkshire 
physicians, their only object is to propose such a course as they 
believe will be for the best interests of the whole profession and 
the whole community throughout the Commonwealth. The whole 
history of this Society, shows that its concerns have never been 
administered in a desire to promote the advantage of a portion of 
the profession, at the expense of the rest. No complaint has ever 
been made of the operation of any party influence in the admin- 
istration of its concerns. ‘The Society was originally limited to 
the number of seventy members, and when those members, 
distinguished as they were by peculiar privileges, after a trial 
of twenty years, found that the objects of the institution were 
not accomplished, they proposed the extension of their own 
privileges to the whole profession. ‘This change was not forced 
upon them by any state of public feeling from without the 
Society. The records of the Society show, that an extensive 
correspondence was instituted among its members, in order to 
devise the best means of increasing its usefulness; and the 
result was the change to the present constitution of the Society. 
A similar instance appears in the application which was made 
the last year to the Legislature, for the right to admit licentiates 
to the privileges of Fellows, without the intervention of three 
years’ practice. ‘This proposition originated in the conviction in 
the minds of the Fellows of the Society, that such an extension 
of its privileges would be, on the whole, useful; and upon the 
same principle it met with the unanimous approval of the Society, 

In conclusion, the Committee recommend that a memorial be 
presented to the Legislature, respectfully remonstrating against 
the prayer of the petition of the physicians of Berkshire County, 

(Signed) E. HALE, Jr., a 
RUFUS WYMAN, 
WILLIAM J. WALKER, $ Committee. 


GEORGE HAYWARD, 
Z. B. ADAMS, 4 


Boston, June 1st, 1831. 
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The following memorial was also presented by the Committee, 
in connexion with their Report : 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 


The Memorial of The Massachusetts Medical Society respect- 
fully represents—T hat this Society was established for the purpose 
of increasing the respectability of the medical profession and its 
means of contributing to the public welfare ; and for many years 
it has been faithfully engaged in effecting these objects, by im- 
proving the standard of medical education, and by maintaining 
a system of honorable professional conduct throughout the Com- 
monwealth. The privileges, with which the liberality of the 
Legislature has endowed the Society, have been distributed to 
all its Fellows, without partiality to any, in all parts of the State. 
The Society has not been guilty of oppression to any, either its 
Fellows or others. Least of all, have those of its Fellows who 
constitute the Berkshire Medical District, any just ground of 
complaint, since they have continued to receive their full share 
of its privileges. 

With the exception of the duties of some of the offices, the 
only burden which the Society imposes upon any of its Fellows, 
is the payment of an annual assessment of three dollars ; and this 
has always been freely remitted, whenever any individual has 
fallen into impoverished circumstances. For this assessment, 
each Fellow receives much more than a full equivalent in pecu- 
niary value, by his exemption from enrolment in the militia, and 
in the publications of the Society ; besides the many and great 
advantages which all the members of the profession, as well as 
the whole community constantly derive, from the discourage- 
ment of ignorant and unqualified practitioners, the promotion of 
mutual confidence and harmony, and the increased respectability 
and usefulness of the profession, produced by the labors of the 
Society. 

The Massachusetts Medical Society does, therefore, most 


respectfully remonstrate against granting the petition of certam 
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physicians of the County of Berkshire, to be incorporated into a 
separate Medical Society, as unnecessary and highly injurious. 

If the object of the petitioners be only the advancement of 
Medical Science, by the interchange of sentiments, and the 
publication of facts and cases, &c., as stated in their petition, 
a separate Society is unnecessary, because the Berkshire District 
Medical Society is capable of affording all the facilities for such 
purposes, that any new Society can furnish. ‘The Massachusetts 
Medical Society has always been disposed to grant to the District 
Societies every assistance in its power; and the Berkshire 
District, in particular, has received more extensive aid than any 
other. 

If, in addition to these powers, an independent right to ex- 
amine and license candidates for the practice of physic and 
surgery, should be granted, the effect would, in the opinion of this 
Society, be highly injurious, not only to the medical profession, 
but also to the best interests of the whole community. ‘The chief 
means by which The Massachusetts Medical Society has been able 
to accomplish so much for the public good, are the uniform standard 
of qualifications for admission into the profession, which it has 
established and hitherto maintained. ‘The Censors of the several 
Districts are all governed by the same rules, in the examination 
of candidates, as those of the Society at large. But if several 
Societies should be established, with independent powers of 
determining the proper requirements, all uniformity must neces- 
sarily cease ; and jealousy and contention will be the unavoidable 
consequence. 

The medical profession in this Commonwealth, have long been 
ina state of great harmony and mutual confidence among its 
members; and of prosperity and progressive improvement, as 
well as of extensive and increasing usefulness. ‘The Massachu- 
setts Medical Society earnestly pray the Legislature not to adopt 
a measure which they believe will greatly tend to interrupt their 
harmony, impede their improvement, and diminish their usefulness. 


Before any vote was taken, Dr. Childs offered the following 
resolution, viz. 
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Resolved, That the by-laws of The Massachusetts Medical 
Society be so amended, that the Fellows of said Society shall 
pay their annual assessments to the Treasurer of the District 
Society, provided that such a Society exist in the District in 
which they reside, to be appropriated in such a manner, as the 
District Society shall deem most conducive to the best interests 
of the medical profession. 

An animated and interesting debate was produced by the in- 
troduction of this resolution, but before it was finally disposed of, 
it was 

Voted, To accept the Report of the Committee. 

Voted, That the Memorial be signed by the President and the 
Recording Secretary, and that the Counsellors take the proper 
measures to have it presented. 

It was then Voted, That the resolution offered by Dr. Childs 
be referred to a Committee to consist of two from each Medical 
District of Counsellors. The following gentlemen were chosen, 
viz. 

Drs. Warren and Hale for Suffolk, Peirson and Hazeltine for 
Essex, Z. Howe and Bancroft for Middlesex, Thurber and Wil- 
lard for Worcester, Brooks and Dickinson for Hampshire, Childs 
and Welch for Berkshire, Thaxter and Miller for Norfolk, Orr 
and Hayward for Plymouth, Billings and Reed for Bristol, White 
and Cornish for Barnstable. 

Voted, That this Committee report to the Counsellors. 

The usual address was not delivered, in consequence of the 
absence of Dr. Greene of Worcester, who had been appointed to 
perform on the occasion. 

Owing to the discussion of several interesting subjects, the 
meeting was continued till three o’clock, when all the business 
having been disposed of, it was 

Voted, 'To dissolve the meeting, and the Society proceeded to 
dine together at the Exchange Coffee House. 

GEORGE HAYWARD, Rec. Sec. 





APPENDIX. 


ABSTRACT OF THE JOURNAL OF THE COUNSELLORS 
OF THE MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


A stated meeting of the Counsellors was held Wednesday, 
October 6th, 1830, at 11 o’clock, A. M. at the Society’s room, 
Pearl Street. 

The Committee on Resignations reported that it was expe- 
dient to make some alterations in the laws respecting resigna- 
tions. It was, therefore, 

Voted, To recommend to the Society, at the next annual 
meeting, the adoption of their Report. [See the Report in the 
proceedings of the Society. | 

The Committee appointed at the last meeting to apply to the 
Legislature for an alteration of the law of 1803 respecting 
this Society, were authorised to make use of any papers in the 
hands of the Secretaries, which they might find necessary for the 
purpose of their appointment. 

Voted, That the Committee of Publication be directed to re- 


port at the next meeting, whether it is expedient for the Society 
to prepare a compilation or re-print some practical work or works 
on Medical Science, not to exceed 500 pages, to be offered to 
Fellows of the Society at their next annual meeting. 

Voted, To enlarge the Committee on the subject of legalizing 
the study of Anatomy. Drs. William Ingalls and Joshua B. 
Flint were added to this Committee. 


A stated meeting of the Counsellors of The Massachusetts 
Medical Society was held February 2d, 1831, at 11 o’clock, 
A. M. at the Society’s room, Pearl Street. 

The Committee on Anatomy reported in part, and were di- 
rected to continue their attention to the subject. 


The following report was made by the Publishing Commit- 
tee, viz. 
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Boston, Heb. Ast, 1831. 
The Publishing Committee of The Massachusetts Medical 
Society, to whom was referred the subject of an annual pub- 
lication, report as follows : 


That it is expedient for the Society to prepare a compi- 
lation or re-print of some practical work or works on Medical 
Science, not to exceed 500 pages, to be offered to the Fellows 
of the Society at their next annual meeting. 

That those persons, and those only shall be entitled to re- 
ceive one copy each, who are Fellows of the Society at the 
time of said annual meeting, and have paid their assessments 
up to that time, or who are retired members of the Society, 
honorably discharged. 


Signed, JACOB BIGELOW, Chairman. 


Voted, To accept the report. 

Voted, That the Publishing Committee be directed to pre- 
pare the work and publish the same. 

Drs. Bigelow and Hayward were chosen by ballot to ex- 
amine the ‘l'reasurer’s Accounts, and Drs. J. B. Brown and 
Z. B. Adams to examine the Library, and to report at the 
annual meeting of the Society. 

The Committee appointed to apply to the Legislature for some 
alteration of the law of 1808 reported in part, and were directed 
to give the subject their further attention. 

Dr. Bigelow submitted the following preamble and resolution, 
which were adopted. 

Whereas it does not appear to the Counsellors of the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society, that any revised edition of the Ameri- 
can Pharmacopeia has hitherto been completed with sufficient 
unanimity or extent of co-operation to render certain its adoption 
as a national standard, ‘ 

Resolved, That The Massachusetts Medical Society will for the 
present continue to use as their standard, the Pharmacopezia of the 
United States, published by the Convention of 1820. 

Voted, That the Recording Secretary publjsh the above in 
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such newspapers as he may think proper, and send a copy of 
the same to the President of the Massachusetts College of 
Pharmacy. Drs. Jacob Bigelow, John W. Webster and John 
Ware, are appointed a Committee to consider what further meas 
ures it is expedient for this Society to adopt in relation to the 
Pharmacopeia, and report at the next meeting of the Coun- 
sellors. 

A letter was read from the Secretary of the Censors of the 
Berkshire District. Voted, 'To refer the same to the Treasurer, 
Recording Secretary, and President, with directions to reply to it. 


A special meeting of the Counsellors was held Wednesday, 
April 20th, 1831, at 11 o’clock, A. M. at the Society’s room, 
Pearl Street. 

The meeting having been opened, the President stated that he 
had called the meeting in consequence of an order of notice, 
which had been served on the Recording Secretary in relation 
to a petition of certain physicians of the County of Berkshire. 
The following is a copy of the petition and order of notice. 


“To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the State of Massachusetts. 


“'The subscribers, Citizens and Physicians of the County of 
Berkshire, beg leave to state their grievances, and respectfully 
present their petition, viz. 

‘That they may be separated from the Massachusetts Medical 
Society, and be formed into a District Society, for the following 
reasons. 


“Ist. Our great distance from dhe meeting of the parent So- 
ciety, by which we lose most of the advantages of a Medical As- 
sociation, Library, Meeting, Funds, &c. as also a participation 
in their public entertainments. 

“2d. That portion of the Medical Society denominated the 
Berkshire District, has evidently been in a state of declension for 
several years, and will, probably, soon be extinct; the reasons 

















Pee ee oe 











34 APPENDIX. 


for which are, that by far the greater proportion of the physicians 
in the District are disinclined to become members on account of 
the few privileges the members receive, and the unreasonable 
expenses connected with it. 

‘3d. In our present situation we cannot comply with the by- 
laws of the Society. 

‘4th. The present regulations of the Board of Censors we 
think oppressive. 

“5th. We are nigh unto Medical Societies in adjacent States, 
whose privileges are far greater, and attended with much less 
expense. 

“6th. If our petition be granted, this District would contain 
at least sixty active members, and believing, as we do, that 
among medical men a frequent interchange of sentiment, united 
efforts, publicity of facts and cases, &c. are necessary for the 
advancement of Medical science, and for the general good of the 
human family, and can in no way be more effectually en- 
couraged than by Medical Associations, we, your petitioners, 
do hope and believe that the prayer of our petition may be 
granted, and as in duty bound will ever pray. 

“H. H. CHILDS and forty others.” 


Pittsfield, Dec. 7th, 1830. 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in House of Representatives, 


Feb. 12th, 1831. 


On the petition aforesaid, ordered, that the petitioners cause an 
attested copy of their petition, with this order thereon, to be 
served on the Recording Secretary of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society, thirty days at least before the first Wednesday of the 
first session of the next General Court, that all persons interested 
may then appear and show cause (if any they have) why the 
prayer of said petition should not be granted. 

Attest, P. W. WARREN, Clerk. 

A true copy of the petition and order thereon. 

Attest, P. W. WARREN, Clerk. 
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After the above had been read, it was 

Voted, That the Petition and Order of Notice be referred to 
a Committee, to report to the Society at the annual meeting, and 
that the same Committee take into consideration any other sub- 
jects, which, in their opinion, may be connected with the matter 
of said petition. 

The Committee consists of Drs. Hale, Wyman, Walker, Hay- 
ward, and Adams. 


A stated meeting of the Counsellors was held Thursday, June 
2d, 1831, at 10 o’clock, A. M. at the Atheneum Lecture room. 
The records of the last meeting having been read, the follow- 
ing gentlemen were chosen Officers for the ensuing year, viz. 
James Jackson, M. v. President. 
Amos Ho.sroox, m. vo. Vice President. 
Joun Dixwet, mM. v. Corresponding Secretary. 
Greorce Haywarp, m. pv. Recording Secretary. 
Watrer CHANNING, M. vd. Treasurer. 
Enocn Hate, Jr. m. v. Librarian. 


CENSORS FOR THE FIRST DISTRICT AND FOR THE SOCIETY. 


Drs. John Dixwell, Rufus Wyman, Walter Channing, George 
Hayward, Enoch Hale, Jr. 


FOR THE SECOND DISTRICT. 


Drs. John Green, Edward Flint, Benjamin F. Heywood, 
Charles W. Wilder, Gustavus D. Peck. 


FOR THE THIRD DISTRICT. 


Drs. Joseph H. Flint, Daniel Collins, Elisha Mather, Job 
Clark, Elihu Dwight. 


FOR THE FOURTH DISTRICT. 
Drs. William H. Tyler, Alfred Perry, Orren Wright, Royal 
Fowler, Robert Worthington. 
F 















































36 APPENDIX. 


The following gentlemen were chosen by ballot to act as Com- 
mittees of Publication and on Resignations for the ensuing year, 
viz. 

Drs. Jacob Bigelow, George Hayward, Enoch Hale, Jr. Com- 
mittee of Publication. 

Drs. Walter Channing, John Ware, Zabdiel B. Adams, Com- 
mittee on Resignations. 

The Reports on the state of the Treasury and Library were 
then read. 

The Counsellors proceeded to choose by ballot a Fellow to de- 
liver the next annual discourse. 

Daniel Thurber, M. D. of Mendon, was chosen. 

The Essex South District Society laid before the Counsellors 
their doings for the year past, also a Report from a Committee of 
their Society respecting a medical graduate of the Berkshire 
Medical Institution, and a medical graduate of Harvard Uni- 
versity. 

It was, therefore, Voted, That the Corresponding Secretary 
be directed to communicate so much of the Report as relates to 
the first individual to the Medical Faculty of the Berkshire Med- 
ical Institution, and what relates to the other to the Medical 
Faculty of Harvard University. 

In consequence of the authority given to the Counsellors by 
the vote passed yesterday by the Society, respecting the ad- 
mission of Licentiates and Doctors of Medicine in Harvavd 
University, it was 

Voted, 'That any Licentiate of this Society or Doctor of Medi- 
cine in Harvard University, provided he sustains a good moral 
character, may become a Fellow of this Society on making ap- 
plication to the Counsellors in writing for that purpose. 

The Committee appointed yesterday by the Society, on the 
resolution offered by Dr. Childs of Berkshire, made the following 
Report : 

The Committee of the Massachusetts Medical Society, to 
whom was referred the resolution proposing an alteration in the 
by-laws of the Society, respectfully Report, That in the opinion 
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of the Committee the resolution ought not to be adopted in the 
form in which it was presented to the Society. 

In order, however, to meet as far as may be the wishes of the 
gentlemen from Berkshire County, the Committee have agreed 
to propose, that it be recommended to the Society to remit the 
annual assessments to the Fellows of the County of Berkshire for 
one year, and as much longer as the Society may see fit. 

NATHANIEL MILLER, 

Boston, June 1, 1831. for the Committee. 

Before any vote was taken, the following resolution was offered 
and adopted in place of the latter part of the Report, beginning 
with the words, “‘ In order,” &c. 

Resolved, 'That a Committee be appointed to consider the ex- 
pediency of paying over to the District Societies, which exist or 
may be formed within the four Censors Medical Districts, for the 
purpose of purchasing books to become the property of said Dis- 
trict Societies, all sums received for licenses by the Boards of 
Censors of those Districts; and otherwise to consider what 
method may be adopted to encourage the formation and increase 
of District Societies. 

The Report having been thus amended, was accepted, and 
Drs. Hale of Suffolk, Tyler of Berkshire, Miller of Norfolk, and 
Peirson and Hazeltine of Essex, were appointed on this Com- 
mittee, with instructions to report at the stated meeting of the 
Counsellors, in February next. 

Report was made of the proceedings of the first Board of Cen- 
sors for the year, and ordered to be placed on file. No Report 
was received from the other Boards. 

Voted, That the President and Recording Secretary have dis- 
cretionary power to present the Memorial in relation to the 
Berkshire petition whenever they see occasion. 

Voted, That the Librarian be authorised to deliver one copy 
of the Library of Practical Medicine to those Fellows who shall 
be hereafter admitted, on the payment of one dollar therefor. 

Voted, That a Committee be appointed to take into consid- 
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eration the best manner of collecting the assessments of the Fel- 
lows of the Society. 

Voted, That this Committee consist of Drs. Channing, Hale, 
and Z. B. Adams. 

Voted, 'To dissolve the meeting. 


The following gentlemen have been elected Honorary Mem- 
bers during the. year, viz. 

Drs. Nicholas Chervin, J. Civiale, Lisfranc and Prof. T. 
Delpech, France ; Francis Boott, M. D. London ; Alexander H. 
Stevens, M. D. and Cyrus Perkins, M. D. New York; Thomas 
Hubbard, M. D. New Ilaven, Con.; Reuben D. Mussey, M. D. 
Hanover; James H. Pierrepont, M. D. Portsmouth, and Mat- 
thias Spaulding, M. D. Amherst, N. H.; Thomas Fargues, 
M. D. and Dr. Le Tessiere, Quebec; Dr. J. Nelson and Dr. 
William Robertson, Montreal, Lower Canada; William Almon, 
M. D. Halifax, N. S. 

Dr. Jacob Williams, of Groton, has been elected a Fellow. 

The following gentlemen have been admitted in course, viz. 
Isaac P. Smith, M. D. Malden; Ivory H. Lucas, M. D. Sand- 
wich; Ebenezer Dale, M. D. Gloucester; Gardner M. Peck, 
M. D. Foxborough; Henry Perkins, M. D. Newburyport; Jo- 
seph Osgood, M. D. Danvers; Ingalls Kittredge, Jr. M. D. 
Beverly; Augustus Torrey, M. D. do.; Charles G. Putnam,. 
M. D. Salem; John G. Metcalf, M. D. Mendon; Benjamin 
Kittredge, M. D. Salem; Samuel Dodge, M. D. Wenham; Ed- 
ward Frost, M. D. East Sudbury ; Jonathan Leonard, Jr. M. D. 
Sandwich; Jonas A. Marshall, M. D. Fitchburg; Edward Dick- 
ison, M. D. Northampton; Henry Bartlett, M. D. Roxbury ; 
Charles Walker, M. D. Boston; William Workman, M. D. 
Shrewsbury ; Benjamin Cutter, M. D. Woburn; Joseph F. Hill, 
M. D. East Cambridge. 

The following gentlemen have had leave during the year to 
resign their fellowships, viz. Daniel Thurber, M. D. Mendon ; 
and Benjamin Billings, M. D. Marshfield. 
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The Annual Meeting of the Fellows of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society was held this day, June 6th, 1832, at 10 o’clock, 
A. M. at the Atheneum Lecture Room, Pearl Street. 

The records of the last meeting and those of the doings of the 
Counsellors during the year, having been read, it was 

Voted, to choose eighty Counsellors for the ensuing year. Drs. 
McKean, John Flint and G. W. Otis of Boston, and J.O. Green 
of Lowell, Hooker of East Cambridge, and Bartlett of Concord, 
were appointed Scrutineers. 

On counting the votes it appeared that the following gentle- 
men were chosen, viz. 

For Surrotx.—Drs. William Ingalls, John Dixwell, James 
Jackson, Benjamin Shurtleff, John C. Warren, John Randall, 
George C. Shattuck, John B. Brown, Walter Channing, Jacob 
Bigelow, George Hayward, Enoch Hale, Jr., Solomon D. 'Towns- 
end, Zabdiel B. Adams, John Ware, David Osgood, Edward 
Reynolds, John Homans. 

For Essex.—Drs. Richard Hazeltine, Joseph Kittridge, Jer- 
emiah Spofford, Abel L. Peirson, Andrew Nichols, Edward L. 
Coffin, Samuel Johnson, Thomas Manning, Richard 8S. Spofford, 
Calvin Briggs, Jonathan G. Johnson. 

For Mippiesex.—Drs. Amos Bancroft, Calvin Thomas, Ru- 
fus Wyman, Thomas Bucklin, John Walton, Abraham R. Thomp- 
son, Timothy Wellington, Zadock Howe, William J. Walker, John 
C. Dalton, Ephraim Buck, Josiah Bartlett. 

For Worcester.—Drs. Stephen Bachelder, John Green, 
Edward Flint, Benjamin F. Heywood, Charles W. Wilder, Amos 
Parker, George Willard, Joseph Stone. 

For Hampsuire.—Drs. Joseph H. Flint, Alpheus F. Stone, 
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Stephen W. Williams, Levi W. Humphreys, Job Clark, Elisha 
Mather. 

For Berxsuire.—Drs. William H. Tyler, Henry H. Childs, 
Asa G. Welch, Robert Worthington, Alfred Perry, Hubbard 
Bartlett, Royal Fowler. 

For Norrotx.—Drs. Amos Holbrook, Nathaniel Miller, John 
Bartlett, Samuel Bugbee, Robert Thaxter, Jeremy Stimpson, 
Ebenezer Alden. 

For Prymovrn.—Drs. Hector Orr, Cushing Otis, Nathan 
Hayward, Ezekiel Thaxter, Paul L. Nichols, Noah Whitman. 

For Bristot.—Drs. Alexander Reed, Andrew Mackie, Wil- 
liam C. Whittredge. 

For Barnstasie.—Drs. Joseph Sampson, Aaron Cornish. 

The Treasurer made the following report on the state of the 
funds of the Society, viz. 


PERMANENT FUND. 
The Treasurer presents the following report on the state of the 
Permanent Fund of the Massachusetts Medical Society on January 
Ist, 1832. 


This fund consists of two Policies of Insurance of the Massa- 
chusetts Hospital Life Insurance Company ; in cash paid a Note 
of Hand of Henry W. Fuller, Esq. ; the balance of said Note, and 
the Interest on the same. 

The first Policy, No. 578, principal sum - $2,549 87 
Interest to January Ist, 1832, - - 458 87 
The second Policy, No. 755, principal sum 744 70 
Interest to January Ist, 1832, - - - 84 94 
Balance of H. W. Fuller’s Note, - - 300 00 
Cash in Treasury, part payment of Note and 
Interest, - . - - - 354 00 
Amount of Permanent Fund, - $4,492 38 
Errors Excepted. 

Boston, June 6th, 1832. 

WALTER CHANNING, Treasurer. 
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The Treasurer also reported that he had received, from balance 
of last account and from other sources, during the year the 
sum of . : . . - $1,462 37 
And that he had paid for the ordinary expenses of 

the Society, . - - - $1,174 24 
And that he had on hand to be carried to next 

accounts - - - - . 288 13 


$1,462 37 


The following Report was then read ; 
Boston, June 4, 1832. 
The subscribers, a Committee of the Counsellors of the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society for examining the Treasurer’s accounts, 
Report, that they have attended to the duty assigned them, and 
find the said accounts to be correctly cast and duly vouched. 


JACOB BIGELOW, 
GEORGE HAYWARD, 


Voted, to accept the above Reports. 


Committee. 


Dr. Channing, from the Committee appointed to examine the 
Library, reported, that they found it in good order, and that the 
books, with a few exceptions, were in their places. 

Voted, to accept the Report. 


The President from the Committee appointed to revise the by- 
laws, reported the same in a new draft, which was read, discuss- 
ed, and adopted by sections. 

Voted, ‘That the same Committee be directed to publish the 
by-laws as they were adopted, with a corrected list of the Officers 
and Fellows of the Society. 

Dr. Fowler presented a Memorial from the Berkshire District 
Society, which, having been read, was referred to the Counsel- 
lors, to be considered at their meeting to-morrow. 

Dr. Strong offered a resolution respecting the mode of distri- 
buting, annually, any surplus fund, after paying the ordinary ex- 
penses of the Society, that may be in the Treasury; which was 
also referred, at the suggestion of the mover, to the Counsellors, 
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A letter was read from Dr. Thurber, who was appointed to de- 
liver the annual address, stating that he was prevented by illness 
from performing that duty. ; 

The meeting continued till nearly three'o’clock, when all the 
business having been completed, it was voted to dissolve the 
meeting ; and the Fellows of the Society afterwards dined togeth- 
er at the Exchange Coffee House. 

GEORGE HAYWARD, 


Recording Secretary. 


ABSTRACT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNSELLORS. 


A stated meeting of the Counsellors was held this day, Wed- 
nesday, Oct. 5th, at 11 o’clock, A. M. at the Society’s Room, 
Pearl Street. 

A letter was read from Dr. Thurber, accepting the appointment 
to deliver the next annual discourse before the Society. 

Dr. Bigelow from the Committee on the subject of the Pharma- 
copia, reported that it is expedient for the Society to continue 
to use, for the present, the Pharmacop@ia of the United States, 
published in 1820. 

Voted, to accept the report. 

A letter was read from the Dean of the Faculty of the Berk- 
shire Medical Institution, in answer to a communication that had 
been made by the Corresponding Secretary respecting one of the 
graduates of that Institution. 

Voted, to refer the letter to the Essex District Society. 

An application was received from several Fellows of the Soci- 
ety in Hampshire county, for the formation of a District Society 
in that county. 

‘oted, that the prayer of the petitioners be granted, and that 
the charter of the Society be transmitted to Dr. Joseph H. Flint, 
of Northampton. 


A letter in reply to a communication from the Corresponding 
Secretary was read from the Dean of the Medical Faculty of Har- 
vard University, in which it was stated, that the statutes of tlie 
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University had been so far altered, that no gentleman is now ad- 
mitted to an examination, for the degree of Doctor of Medicine, 
till he had arrived at the age of twenty-one years. 

A letter was read from the Secretary of the Censors of the Berk- 
shire District, and was referred to the Committee appointed at 
the last meeting on the subject of District Societies; and the 
Committee were instructed to report generally on allowing com- 
pensation to Censors. 

On motion of Dr. Peirson, it was 

Voted, That a copy of the publications of the Society which 
are now on hand, and those which may hereafter be published, 
be furnished to each of the District Medical Societies. 

Voted, That the decision of the Counsellors respecting the 
Pharmacopeia be communicated to the Apothecaries. 


Voted, ‘That those persons whose applications for admission 
have been received by the Society, be allowed to subscribe the 
by-laws on application to the Recording Secretary, and that he be 
required to furnish a copy of the by-laws for the purpose. 

A Committee consisting of Drs. Jackson, Peirson and Hay- 


ward was appointed to revise the by-laws and report at the next 
meeting. 


A stated meeting of the Counsellors of the Massachusetts Med- 
ical Society was held this day, Feb. 7th, 1832, at 11 o’clock, A. 
M., at the Society’s Room, Pear! Street. 

The President, as chairman of the Committee on the revision 
of the by-laws, reported that much time and attention had been 
given to the subject, and asked a farther time to complete it: it was 
therefore 

‘oted, That when this meeting adjourn, it adjourn to the last 
Wednesday of April next, at 11 o’clock, A. M. to receive the 
report of the Committee. 

Voted, That the Committee on the by-laws be authorised to 
employ some person, at the expense of the Society, to make an 
index of the by-laws of the Society, and the laws of the Common- 
wealth in relation to it. 
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The Committee on delinquencies reported, and closed their 
report by the following resolve, viz. 

‘ Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to settle 
all accounts for assessments due to the Society, of more than two 
years’ standing ; with full powers to remit such parts of the assess- 
ments of those who are unable to pay the whole amount, as to 
them may seem most reasonable and proper ; provided that appli- 
cation be made to them by the Ist day of June next.’ 

Voted, 'T'o accept the report. 

Voted, That Drs. Channing, Hale, Homans, Ware and Peir- 
son be this Committee. 

The following preamble and resolutions were offered by Dr. 
Warren, and were unanimously adopted. 

‘ Whereas the disease called Epidemic Spasmodic Cholera has 
prevailed in many parts of Europe, and may hereafter appear on 
this side of the Atlantic Ocean; so that it is expedient that the 
physicians of this country should be prepared to meet this dis- 
ease; therefore 

‘ Resolved, 1st. That a Committee of seven be chosen by the 
Counsellors of this Society, whose duty it shall be to investigate 
the history of this disease; and especially to ascertain the best 
mode of treating it; and carefully and without prejudice consider 
whether it be or be not a contagious disease. 

2nd. That the sum of thirty dollars be appropriated to defray 
any such expenses for the purchase of books, as may be thought 
necessary by the Committee. 

‘3d. That this Committee be authorised to make public the 
result of their deliberations at the expense of the Society, at any 
period they may think most conducive to the public good.’ 

The following gentlemen were chosen on this Committee, viz. 
Drs. James Jackson, John C. Warren, and George Hayward of 
Boston, Alfred Perry of Stockbridge, John Green of Worcester, 
Rufus Wyman of Charlestown, and Abel L. Peirson of Salem. 

A circular letter was read from the New York City and County 
Medical Society respecting some proposed changes in the method 
of conducting the examinations of candidates. 
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Voted, To refer the same to the Board of Censors of the first 
District. 

Voted, That the Committee of Publication be instructed to 
publish a second volume of the Library of Practical Medicine on 
the same terms as last year. 

The Committee on District Societies made a report, which was 
recommitted to the same Committee, with instruction to report at 
the adjourned meeting. 

Voted, That Dr. Perry of Stockbridge be added to this Com- 
mittee. 





An adjourned meeting was held this day, April 25th, at 11 
o'clock, A. M. at the Society’s Room, Pear! Street. 

The Counsellors resolved themselves into a Committee of 
the whole, Dr. Dixwell in the chair, to hear the report of the 
Committee on the by-laws. The report was read, discussed 
and amended, and finally adopted by the Committee. 

The Counsellors afterwards voted to recommend the report as 
amended for the adoption of the Society. 

The Committee on District Societies made the following report, 
which was accepted with an amendment ; and some alteration in 
the by-laws being in consequence necessary, it was voted to 
refer the report to the Committee on the by-laws, to make the 
necessary alterations. 

Voted, That Dr. Hale be added to the Committee on the by- 
laws. 


The Committee of the Counsellors, appointed ‘to consider the 
expediency of paying over to the District Societies, which exist 
or may be formed, within the four Censors’ Medical Districts, for 
the purpose of purchasing books, to become the property of said 
District Societies, all sums received for licenses by the boards of 
Censors of those Districts; and otherwise to consider what 
methods may be adopted to encourage the formation and increase 
of District Societies,’ respectfully report : 

‘That many of the general purposes for which the Massachu- 
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setts Medical Society was instituted, in regard to the establish- 
ment of an elevated standard of professional education, and a cor- 
rect professional deportment, are either already accomplished, or 
in such a train of accomplishment, as to require little from the 
Society but a steady perseverance in the course of measures 
already begun. It becomes the duty of the Society, therefore, to 
inquire by what further means they can more effectually contribute 
to the advancement of medical knowledge and improvement in 
the commonwealth. In addition to the course of publications 
already begun, the Committee know of nothing which seems to 
them better adapted to this purpose than to aid in the formation 
and efficient operation of District Medical Societies. 

‘Some of the objects which this Society aims at, can be effected 
completely only through the medium of its District Societies. 
The benefits derived from the interchange of liberal feelings and 
the communication of professional knowledge, at the meetings of 
the Society, cannot be enjoyed by those whose remote situation 
deters them from attending those meetings; and a meeting only 
once a year is too unfrequent for the full attainment of all the ben- 
efits which in smaller societies may be gained from meeting at 
shorter intervais. Still more impracticable is it for the distant Fel- 
lows of the Society to share equally in the advantages of a library : 
and therefore the library of this society has never been enlarged 
at the expense of its funds. But if libraries were provided in 
compact districts, so as to be easily accessible to all the Fellows 
in every part of the State, it cannot be doubted that the greatest 
good would be derived from them. 

‘The organization of the Society into District Societies, which 
was contemplated by the act of incorporation of 1803, and provided 
for in the first section of the fifth chapter of the by-laws, has 
been very imperfectly carried into effect. The charter which 
the act of incorporation enables the Society to grant to the Dis- 
trict Societies is very ample ; and conveys to them the power “to 
purchase and receive by donation, books, philosophical and chi- 
rurgical instruments, or other personal property, and to hold 
and dispose of the same, exclusive of any authority of the general 
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Society.” They are also enabled by means of this charter to 
elect their own officers, appoint meetings, assess their own mem- 
bers for their own benefit, import books and instruments free of 
duty, and in short have nearly every privilege which any library 
or scientific institution enjoys as a corporation. Some of the ad- 
vantages of District Societies have already been alluded to. They 
afford the best opportunities to physicians residing within a con- 
venient distance of each other, to meet for the purpose of medical 
improvement, by the communication of cases, the exhibition of 
morbid preparations and the discussion of medical questions. An 
inducement is thus held out to the members to furnish commu- 
nications upon diseases and the operation of remedies, reports 
upon endemic diseases occurring within the district, biographical 
memoirs of deceased physicians, bills of mortality, meteorological 
diaries, and other statistical details. ‘The by-laws have already 
provided for the transmission of the more valuable communications 
to the corresponding secretary of this Society, so that those which 
are worthy of publication may appear in the Society’s transac- 
tions. 

‘The local Societies are able to exert a useful surveillance upon 
the conduct of Fellows of the Society, and in consequence, instan- 
ces of mal-practice and unprofessional conduct, whenever they 
occur, will be more faithfully reported to the general society. 
At the same time, the quarterly or monthly meetings of the Dis- 
trict Societies will promote social intercourse and mutual respect 
among the Fellows, and thus prevent much of the jealousy and 
contention, which have brought so much reproach and dishonor 
upon the profession. 

‘Some advantages may also accrue to the general society from 
the operation of efficient District Societies, in return for the privi- 
leges which shall be conferred upon them. The collection of the 
assessments from the distant Fellows, and the distribution of the 
publications to them, have always been attended by no small em- 
barrassment and expense. These duties might be performed by 
the District Societies. 


‘ Having come to the opinion that it is expedient and proper for 
B 
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this society to give farther encouragement to the formation and 
efficiency of District Societies, the committee have next inquired 
by what means the proposed aid can best be afforded. And it is 
their opinion that it is not expedient to appropriate for this pur- 
pose the money received for licences, as proposed in the resolu- 
tion on which this Committee was appointed ; since another plan 
has appeared to them to be more practicable. 

‘The Committee therefore respectfully recommend, that every 
District Medical Society which will by its own officers distribute 
among its members the publications of the Society, and will punc- 
tually collect and pay over to the Treasurer of this Society the 
annual assessments of its members, shall be allowed to retain cne 
third part of the amount of these assessments, to be appropriated 
solely to the purchase of books for a library to be the property of 
the District Society ; and shall also receive as a loan, to be used 
as a part of the District Library, but liable to be recalled when- 
ever the Counsellors shall require it, sixty volumes from the Li- 
brary of the Society ; it being distinctly understood, in regard to 
both these grants, that they shall be continued only so long as 


the engagements of the District Society are punctually performed. 
‘The Committee believe that if the Treasurers of the several 


District Societies will be punctual in collecting and paying over 
the assessments of their members, the treasury of the Society will 
admit of so large an appropriation for their benefit, without endan- 
gering the abandonment of any of the other important objects of 
the Society. In order to ensure promptness and punctuality in 
the payment of the assessments, the Committee suggest the adop- 
tion of the following plan. 

‘1. That it be the duty of the Secretary of each District Soci- 
ety to transmit annually to the Recording Secretary a list of its 
officers, immediately after each election. 

‘2. That it be the duty of the Treasurer of the Society in the 
month of May annually, to transmit to the Treasurer of each Dis- 
trict Society a list of all assessments which will be due from the 
members of said District Society on the first Wednesday of June 
following, with authority to collect the same, and to charge the 
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amount thereof to him asa matter of debt, to be discharged either 
by payment, (deducting the proportion allowed to the District 
Society,) or by a return of delinquents as hereafter provided. 

‘3. That it be the duty of the Treasurer of each District Soci- 
ety to collect the assessments within his District as soon as may 
be after the first Wednesday of June annually ; and if any remain 
unpaid after the first day of January following, that they be re- 
ported as delinquents to the Treasurer of the Society, who shall 
take prompt measures to enforce the payment ; unless there shall 
in his opinion be sufficient reeson for referring the case of any 
Fellow to the Counsellors for a remission of his assessment. And 
no part of the sums thus collected by the Treasurer of this Soci- 
ety shall accrue to the District Society. 

‘4. That the Treasurer of each District Society make a full re- 
turn on or before the first day of February annually, of all the 
assessments on his list to the Treasurer of the Society, with the 
condition of each, whether paid or unpaid ; and also transmit two 
thirds of the amount of the assessments collected by him, reserv- 
ing one third for the use of the District Society. 

‘In case any Treasurer of a District Society shall neglect to 
make his return, as herein provided, he shall be liable to be pro- 
ceeded against according to law for the amount of the whole 
assessments charged to him on his list; provided the same shall 
not exceed the sum of twenty pounds; and if it should exceed 
that sum then he shall be liable for that sum and no more. 

‘In order to carry into effect the plan now proposed, the Com- 
mittee recommend the adoption of the following resolutions. 

E. HALE, Jr. 
For the Committee. 

Boston, Feb. 1, 1832. 

‘ Resolved, That it is expedient to allow to each District Med- 
ical Society, which shall, by an express. vote to that effect, agree 
to distribute the publications of this Society to its members, and 
to collect as far as practicable, and pay over to the Treasurer of 
this Society the assessments due from its members, one third part 
of the amount so collected, to be appropriated fer the purchase of 
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books for the library of said District Society, subject to such re- 
strictions as shall be provided, to ensure the punctual and faithful 
performance of such engagements. 

‘ Resolved, That to each District Medical Society, which shall 
engage as aforesaid, there shall be loaned not exceeding sixty 
volumes from the library of this society, to be used as a part of 
the Library of the District Society, but to remain the property of 
this Society, and liable to be recalled whenever the Counsellors 
shall deem it necessary or expedient. 

‘ Resolved, That the Committee on the by-laws prepare suita- 
ble alterations of the by-laws to be laid before the Society at the 
next annual meeting, for carrying the preceding resolutions into 
effect, and to provide for the prompt enforcement of the obliga- 
tions, contemplated in them.’ 


The Committee to whom the preceding Report was referred, at 
the last meeting of the Counsellors, have again had the same 
under consideration, and respectfully report, 

‘ That they do not see reason to propose any modification of the 
plan presented inthe Report. It has, however, been represented 
to the Committee, that in one of the Medical Districts, the duty 
of the Censors is regarded as burdensome, in consequence of 
the expenses involved in attending the meetings. It appears to 
the Committee, that while it is the duty of all the Fellows of the 
Society to give such portions of their time as an attention to the 
interests of the Society may require, without any other remuneration 
than the honor which results from a faithful discharge of such ofli- 
ces as are entrusted to them, yet the Society ought not to require its 
Fellows to incur burdensome expenses in its service. A remu- 
neration of the amount of the necessary expenses of the Censors 
seems to the Committee to be reasonable; but they have not 
been able to devise any plan by which this could be done pre- 
cisely, that would not be liable to produce much practical incon- 
venience, and perhaps inequality. They have therefore thought 
it better to recommend that a fixed sum, the sum of two dollars, 
be paid to each Censor for each day’s attendance upon the meet- 
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ings of the Board of Censors. And they would also propose that 
this recommendation be referred to the Committee on the by- 
laws to frame a suitable by-law in conformity to it. 

E. HALE, Jr. 


For the Committee. 
Boston, April 25, 1832. 


A stated meeting of the Counsellors was held at the Society’s 
Room, June 7, 1832, at ten o’clock. After the records of the 
last meeting had been read, 

Reports of the Censors for the First and Second Medical Dis- 
tricts were presented and read. 

Reports were also read from the Essex South District Medical 
Society, Worcester District Society and the Hampshire District 
Society. 

A letter was received from Amos Holbrook, M. D. Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Society, asking leave to resign Fellowship, which was 
granted. 

Voted, To proceed to the election of Officers for the year 
ensuing. 

Drs. Stimpson, Homans and Spofford of Newburyport, were 
appointed Scrutineers. 

The following Officers were elected, viz. 

Joun C. Warren, om. v. President, vice Dr. Jackson declined. 

Joun Dixwe tt, m. p. Vice-President, vice Dr. Hotproox 
retired. 

Grorce Haywarp, m. pv. Cor. Secretary. 

Enocu Hate, Jr. m. v. Rec. Secretary. 

Water CHANNING, M. Dd. Treasurer. 

Davip Oscoop, m. vp. Librarian. 


CENSORS FOR THE FIRST DISTRICT. 
Drs. W. Channing, G. Hayward, E. Hale, Jr. John Homans, 
Wm. J. Walker. 


CENSORS FOR THE SECOND DISTRICT. 
Drs. John Green, Benjamin F. Heywood, Edward Flint, 
Charles W. Wilder, Gustavus D. Peck. 
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CENSORS FOR THE THIRD DISTRICT. 
Drs. Joseph H. Flint, Elisha Mather, Atherton Clark, Edward 
Dickinson, David Bemis. 


“CENSORS FOR THE FOURTH DISTRICT. 
Drs. Wm. H. Tyler, Alfred Perry, Orren Wright, Robert 
Worthington, Asa G. Welch. 


Drs. Bigelow, Hayward and Hale, Committee on Publications, 

Drs. Channing, Ware,and Z. B. Adams, Committee on Re- 
signations. 

The Treasurer’s report, with the report of the Auditing Com- 
mittee thereon, was read and accepted. 

The report of the Committee on the Library was read and 
accepted. 

The Committee appointed to settle the accounts of Fellows of 
the Society, of more than two years’ standing, made the follow- 
ing report, which was read and accepted. 


‘ Report of the Committee appointed to settle the Accounts of 
Fellows of the Society, of more than two years’ standing. 

‘The Committee respectfully report, that they have sent a cir- 
cular to one hundred and thirteen Fellows of the Society, whose 
accounts came within the time above specified, and that they have 
received thirty answers. The Committee cannot withhold an 
expression of the great pleasure they have derived from all the 
answers from those who were Fellows of the Society. The cir- 
culars in two or three instances were sent to individuals whose 
names were on the books of the Treasurer, but who though elected, 
or admitted, have, as they state, never accepted the Fellowship 
of the Society. ‘This has since been noted against their names. 

The amount received in consequence of the circulars, is one 
hundred and seventy-two dollars, fifty cents. 

WALTER CHANNING, 
For the Committee. 

Boston, June 6, 1832. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Counsellors be presented to 
James Jackson, M. D., for his able and very useful services dur- 
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ing the period in which he has officiated as President of the 
Society. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Counsellors be presented to 
Amos Holbrook, M. D., late Vice-President of the Society, for 
his punctual and faithful performance of the duties of that office. 

Jacob Bigelow, M. D., was elected by ballot to read the dis- 
course at the next annual meeting of the Society. 

The Censors for the first District, to whom was referred the 
Circular from the Medical Society of the city and county of New 
York, made the following report, which was read and accepted. 


CIRCULAR 


‘ To the Medical Societies, Faculties, and Colleges in the United 
States.* 


‘The Medical Society of the City and County of New-York 
have appointed the undersigned a Committee to correspond with 
the different Faculties and Societies of Medicine in the United 
States on the subject of examinations for License to practice 
Physic and Surgery. 

‘The Committee in obedience to their instructions, beg leave 
respectfully to suggest the following propositions, viz :— 

‘1. Public safety and the true honor of the Medical profession 
demand, that Diplomas granted as Licenses should be good vouch- 
ers for the possession of plenary knowledge : 

‘2. Diplomas, to be good vouchers, must be granted on plenary 
and impartial examinations ; and, to be universally accredited as 
such, they should be granted on examinations which have been 
so conducted, as to preclude all possibility of corruption; where- 
fore, 

‘3. A rule touching the method of examining should be estab- 
lished by law and custom, which should awaken all self-respect 
in the examiner, and assure the candidate and the public of the 
open justice of the trial : 





‘* It is hoped that the individual members of the profession, and literary 
gentlemen not connected with the profession, throughout our country, will 
take a deep interest in the success of this undertaking.’ 
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‘4, The Society of New-York are of opinion, that these objects 
would be accomplished by the following ruLE, which they have 
adopted :—‘‘ The questions and answers of the examination to be 
recorded, verbatim, in a book appropriated to such use; and (to 
secure the purity of the record) the examination to be conducted 
entirely in public.” 

‘5. It is thought that the oblique influences of pupilage, consan- 
guinity, medical politics, &c. will be entirely counteracted by the 
adoption of such a rule; that students will be careful to qualify 
themselves for their very responsible calling, by increased devo- 
tion to the essential departments of Medicine and Surgery—the 
clinical and operative ; that being better qualified, and being per- 
fectly assured of a fair, honorable and practical examination, the 
candidate will have less of that undefined dread of the final trial, 
which so much depresses him during the whole course of his 
studies ; and that the whole profession will rapidly rise in public 
estimation. 

‘6. To the rule it may be objected, that the examinations will 
very soon assume a tautology of form; but the Committee are of 
opinion that the board of examiners will be urged quite in a con- 
trary course, by the presence of their peers in the profession, and 
by the presumption that their records will meet subsequent inspec- 
tion and comparison; and to fortify this check, the Committee 
propose, that the Board of Censors write their respective votes at 
the foot of each record of examination. 

‘The Committee regard a uniformity of usage in examinations 
as a very great desideratum ; and they respectfully solicit an early 
reply to this communication, in the hope of being able to lay before 
the Society a fair prospect of its speedy accomplishment. 

JOHN F. GRAY, M. D. 

DANIEL L. M. PEIXOTTO, M. D. 
H. B. GRAM, M. D. 

WM. JAMES MACNEVEN, M. D. 


FELIX PASCALIS, M. D. 
New-York, Oct. 22d, 1831. 
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‘ Report of the Censors. 


‘The Circular of the Medical Society of the City and County of 
New-York on the subject of the examinations of candidates for 
the practice of Physic and Surgery, having been committed by 
the Counsellors of the Massachusetts Medical Society to the Cen- 
sors of the Society at large and for the first Medical District, they 
ask leave to respectfully report, 

‘That it gives them great pleasure to perceive that the Medical 
Society of New-York is making exertions to secure a good edu- 
cation for those to whom the health and lives of their fellow-men 
are to be confided, and that with this view its attention has been 
directed to the subject of examinations. ‘The Censors highly 
appreciate the object which is aimed at. It has arrested the atten- 
tion of the Massachusetts Medical Society from its first organiza- 
tion in the year 1781; and it is believed that much has been done 
to bring the system of examinations to a state of uniformity and 
exactness, so far as is consistent with the nature of the subject 
and of the several bodies to whom it is intrusted. 

‘’The Massachusetts Medical Society has considered it of pri- 
mary importance to point out the mode of education during med- 


ical pupilage, and the preparatory education necessary for com- 
mencing it. The laws of the Society designate the description 
of Physicians with whom pupils shall study, the books they shall 
read, and the time they shall occupy in their medical education. 
Regulations have, likewise, been established for the government 
of all the boards of Censors within the Commonwealth, forbidding 
them to proceed in the examination of any candidate who shall 


present himself for that purpose, unless they shall have satisfac- 
tory evidence that he had received such a preparatory education, 
and had diligently occupied as much time in the study of medi- 
cine and in practical observation as is required by the laws of the 
Society. It is to be apprehended, that there if more danger of 
evasion on these points, than that there will be a want of fidelity 
or intelligence on the part of the examiners in ascertaining the 
proficiency the candidate has made in his professional studies, so 
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far as it can be determined by questions and answers during ex- 
amination. It is often difficult to decide on the merits of a can- 
didate, and in this case a liberal confidence should be placed in 
such men as a learned Society may sec fit to select for the per- 
formance of the duty. 

‘The Censors would be happy to recommend the adoption of 
any measures which, in their opinion, would have a tendency to 
promote the important object which the Medical Society of New- 
York has in view. ‘They fally accord with its committee in the 
opinion that the ‘* Public safety and the true honor of the medical 
profession demand that diplomas granted as licenses should 
be good vouchers for the possession of plenary knowledge,” and 
they will venture to say, that this is nowhere more truly the case 
than in Massachusetts; and they believe that it is to be attributed, 
ina great measure, to the rigid regulations adopted by the Mas- 
sachusetts Medical Society, with regard to the education and 
examination of Medical pupils; and to the close and thorough 
investigation of the grounds upon which diplomas have been 
granted by the several Medical Institutions, when they are pre- 
sented to the Censors as evidence of the qualifications of a can- 
didate for license, these regulations being sanctioned and enforced 
hy the laws of the Commonwealth. 

‘The Censors cannot perceive that so much good is likely to 
result from making examinations public and from written ques- 
tions and answers, and from recording the same, as the Medical 
Society of New-York seems to expect, neither do they believe, 
that the system would result in such benefit to the community as 
would in any degree compensate for the extra labor and incon- 
venience that would attend it. On the contrary, they are of opin- 
ion, that it would have a tendency to shackle the examiners and 
embarrass the candidate, and more especially so, if any doubt 


should arise in the minds of the. examiners with regard to the 
qualifications of the candidate. 


‘The duty of examiners is arduous, and it should not be made 
more burdensome than is necessary for the faithful performance 


of it. On the other hand much care should be taken that no im- 
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pediment should be placed in the way of the candidate which 
would be likely to embarrass him, so as to prevent his making a 
fair exhibition of his acquirements. Every person of sensibility 
must be aware that, even in a private examination, the situation 
of the candidate is irksome under the most favorable circum- 
stances, for his mind must be in some degree oppressed with the 
importance of the result to himself; and it is not probable that 
making the examination public would have a tendency to lessen 
his embarrassment, and it would certainly inake it a much more 
painful task on the part of the examiners to withhold their appro- 
bation and license, should they think such a procedure necessary. 

‘Finally, the Censors see no sufficient reason to induce them to 
recommend such a departure from the system of examinations 
established by the Massachusetts Medical Society, as the proposal 
of the New-York Medical Society requires. 

‘Respectfully submitted by order of the Censors. 
JOUN DIX WELL, Chairman.’ 

Boston, June 7, 1882. 

Voted, That a Committee be appointed to revise the List of 
Books to be read by the candidates for License agreeably to the 
Act of Incorporation. Drs. Hayward, Hale and Peirson were 
appointed. 

A petition from the Hampshire District Medical Society, which 
was presented at the last adjourned meeting and referred to this 
meeting, praying for an allowance of one half of the assessments 
paid by those Fellows who are members of that Society, and for 2 
loan of books from the Library, was read. Dr. Hale then read a 
letter from the President of that District Society, communicating 
a vote of said Society authorising and requesting him, in case the 
by-laws on the subject of the District Societies which. had been 
proposed by a Committee should have been adopted by the Soci- 
ety, to ask leave to withdraw the petition. Leave was granted 
accordingly and the petition was withdrawn. 


Voted, ‘That the Librarian be authorised to sell one copy of 
the Library of Practical Medicine to each Fellow of the Society 
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who has been admitted subsequently to the time at which he 
would have been entitled to it, at one dollar per volume. 

Voted, That the subject of the mode of distributing the Publi- 
cations of the Society be referred to the Committee on Publica- 
tions. 

The Memorial of the Berkshire District Medical Society, which 
was referred by the Society to the Counsellors,was read and consid- 
ered. Dr. Fowler of Stockbridge offered the following Resolution. 

That the Counsellors recommend to the Society, that the Berk- 
shire District Medical Society be permitted to retain annually for 
five years, two thirds of the amount of assessments paid by the 
members of that District Society, on condition that said District 
Society vote to comply with the provisions of the forty-fourth by- 
law, and also to relinquish their claim to the sixty volumes be- 
longing to the Library of the Society, to which by the by-laws 
they might be entitled. After a full discussion the question was 
taken on the resolution and decided in the negative. 

The resolution, referred by the Society to the Counsellors for 
consideration, proposing to divide annually among the District 
Societies all moneys that may remain in the ‘Treasurer’s hands 
after the general expenses of the Society are paid, was taken up, 
and on motion, the further consideration thereof was indefinitely 
postponed. 

Fifty-seven gentlemen have been admitted to fellowship during 
the year. As their names are included in the list of fellows now 
published with the revised edition of the By-laws, they are 
omitted here. 

M. de Ferman of Paris has been elected honorary member of 
the Society during the year. 

The following gentlemen have had leave to resign fellowship. 
Drs. Henry Gardiner, Charlestown ; Benjamin Drury, Spencer ; 
Moses Kidder, ‘Townsend ; Cushing Otis, Scituate ; Silas Mar- 
shall, ‘Templeton ; Oliver Hubbard, Salem; Jacob Gates, Bos- 
ton; Job Clark, Westfield ; Abishai Howard, Sturbridge ; Lu- 
ther Allen, Sterling. Dr. Daniel Collins, Williamsburgh, has 
withdrawn from the Society. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY. 


_ Tue Annual Meeting of the Fellows of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society was held on the 5th day of June, 1833, at 10 
o’clock, A.M. at the Lecture Room of the Atheneum. 

The Recording Secretary read the record of the last meeting 
of the Society, and the records of the proceedings of the Coun- 
sellors during the past year ; and also, reported the names of 
those who had become Fellows since the last Annual Meeting; 
—no Honorary Members having been elected. 

Voted, To proceed to the election of Counsellors for the year 
ensuing. 

Drs. Green of Worcester, Stimpson of Dedham, Lewis of 
Boston, Bartlett of Concord, and Spofford of Newburyport, 
were appointed a Committee of Scrutiners. 

Voted, That the following number of Counsellors be elected 
in each Department, viz. 

In the First Department, 18; Second Department, 11; Third 
Department, 12; Fourth Department, 8; Fifth Department, 
6; Sixth Department, 7; Seventh Department, 7; Eighth De- 
partment, 6; Ninth Department, 3; Tenth Department, 4. 

The following Gentlemen were elected in the several De- 
partments. 

First Department; Surro.tx County. Drs. William Ingalls, 
John Dixwell, James Jackson, Bénjamin Shurtleff, John C. 
Warren, John Randall, George C. Shattuck, John B. Brown, 
Walter Channing, Jacob Bigelow, George Hayward, Enoch 
Hale, Solomon D. Townsend, John Ware, Zabdiel B. Adams, 


David Osgood, Edward Reynolds, John Homans. 
K 
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Second Department ; Essex. Drs. Richard Hazeltine, Jo- 
seph Kittredge, Jeremiah Spofford, Abel L. Pierson, Andrew 
Nichols, Edward L. Coffin, Samuel Johnson, Thomas Man- 
ning, Richard 8. Spofford, Calvin Briggs, Rufus Longley. 

Third Depariment; Mivptrsex. Drs. Amos Bancroft, Calvin 
Thomas, Rufus Wyman, Thomas Bucklin, John Walton, 
Abraham R. Thompson, Timothy Wellington, Zadock Howe, 
William J. Walker, John ©. Dalton, Ephraim Buck, Josiah 
Bartlett. 

Four:h Department; Worcester. Drs. Stephen Batchelder, 
John Green, Edward Flint, Benjamin F. Heywood, Charles 
W. Wilder, Amos Parker, George Willard, Gustavus D. Peck. 

Fifth Department; Hamrstnire. Drs. Joseph H. Flint, 
Alpheus F. Stone, Stephen W. Williams, Levi W. Humphreys, 
Elisha Mather, Bela B. Jones. 

Sixth Department; Berxsnine. Drs. William H. Tyler, 
Henry H. Childs, Asa G. Welch, Royal Fowler, Robert Wor- 
thington, Alfred Perry, Hubbard Bartlett. 

Seventh Department; Norrotx. Drs. Nathaniel Miller, 
John Bartlett, Samuel Bugbee, Robert Thaxter, Jeremy Stimp~- 
son, Ebenezer Alden, Noah Fifield. 

Eight Department; Prymovtu. Drs. Hector Orr, Nathan 
Hayward, Ezekiel Thaxter, Paul L. Nichols, Noah Whitman, 
Charles Macomber. 

Ninth Department; Brisrot. Drs. Alexander Read, Wil- 
liam C, Whittredge, Andrew Mackie. 

Tenth Depariment; Barnstasie. Drs. Joseph Sampson, 
Aaron Cornish, Paul Swift, Jonathan Leonard, Jr. 


The Treasurer presented his Annual Report of the state of 
the Treasury; from which it appeared that in June 1832, there 
was abalance on hand of ‘ . $288.13 
That he had since received, 

For Assessments of Fellows, . 902.00 

From the Secretary of the Censors for the 

First District, i ‘ ; , 138.00 


$1040.00 


Total. . $1328.13 
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The payments of the year had amounted to 1070.26 


Leaving a balance in the Treasury, of . . $257.87 
The Report of the Treasurer on the permanent fund, was 
also read, as follows: 
‘‘The Treasurer presents the following Report of the state 
of the permanent fund of the Society, to December 31, 1832. 
1. Policy No. 578, in the Mass. Hospital Life Insurance 
Company; Principal Sum, . . $2549.87 
Accumulation of Do. to Dec. 31, 1832. 3153.16 
2. Policy No. 755, Principal Sum, 744.70 
Accumulation of Do. as above, 869.46 
3. Cash in Treasurer’s hands, due Permanent Fund 700.87 


$4723,49 
Errors Excepted. 
( Signed) WALTER CHANNING, Treasurer. 
Boston, June 5th, 1833.” 


‘The Committee appointed to audit the accounts of the 
Treasurer have attended to the duty assigned them, and find 
the accounts correctly cast and duly vouched. 

WILLIAM INGALLS, 
J. B. BROWN.” 


Voted, ‘That the Reports on the state of the Treasury be ae- 
cepted. 


The following Report on the Library was read and accepted. 


Boston, May 29th, 1833. 
The Committee appointed to examine the Library, Report 
that they found it in good order, and the books in their proper 
places, with the exception of those already loaned. 
( Signed) EDWARD REYNOLDS, 
D. OSGOOD.” 


The Committee on Publications, to whom the resolutions of 
the Society, passed at the last Annual Meeting, respecting 
the mode of distributing the publications, had been referred by 
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the Counsellors, made their Report; That since the provisions 
of the By-laws for the distribution of the publications by the 
District Societies, had been already adopted by several of the 
Districts, and probably would soon be by all, it was, in the 
opinion of the Committee, unnecessary to make any further 
provision on the subject. The Report was accepted. 

Voted, To adopt the recommendation of the Counsellors 
contained in their vote passed in October last, and amend the 
By-laws of the Society, by prefixing to the second paragraph 
of the second By-law, the words, ‘‘ The Counsellors shall be 
elected from among the Fellows of the Society.”’ 

The President stated, that in consequence of the absence of 
Dr. Bigelow,.who had been appointed by the Counsellors to 
read the Annual Discourse, he had, in conformity to the requi- 
sition of the By-laws, with the concurrence of five Counsellors, 
appointed Dr. Channing to perform that office on the present 
occasion. 

At one o’clock, P. M. the Annual Discourse was read by Dr. 
Channing, on Irritable Uterus. 

After the discourse, it was 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented to Dr. 
Channing for his learned, interesting, and excellent discourse, 
read before the Society this day. 

The business of the Society being all completed, it was then 
voted, that the meeting be dissolved. 

One bundred and ninety-six Fellows of the Society then pro- 
ceeded to the Exchange Coffee House, and dined together. 

E. HALE, Jr. Recording Secretary. 


ABSTRACT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNSELLORS. 


A meeting of the Counsellors of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society, was held at the Society’s Room in Boston, October 
3d, 1833, at eleven o’clock. 

The Records of the last meeting were read. 

The Corresponding Secretary reported the names of those 
who had signified their acceptance of Fellowship, since the last 
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meeting of the Counsellors; and also the names of those who 
had become Fellows by signing the By-laws, in conformity with 
the amended By-laws adopted at the last Annual Meeting of 
the Society. 

N. B. The names of all the gentlemen who have become 
Fellows since the publication of the last year, will be found 
together at the end of this appendix. 


The Corresponding Secretary read a letter from Dr. Bigelow, 
declaring his acceptance of the appointment to read the next 
Arnual Discourse. 

A communication from the Secretary of the Censors for the 
first District, with a report of the organization of that Board, 
was presented and read. 

The Committee appointed to revise the list of books to be 
read by candidates for license, made their Report, which was 
amended and accepted. 

The amended list of books is published with this appendix. 

Voted, 'That the Committee on publications be authorized to 
prepare and publish a third volume of the Library of Practical 
Medicine, provided that the expense shall not exceed 600 dol- 
lars; to be distributed to the Fellows of the Society at the next 
Annual Meeting, on the same terms as were fixed for the first 
volume, by the vote passed February Ist, 1831. 

A report of a Committee of the Essex Southern District 
Medical Society, on the Communication of the Faculty of the 
Berkshire Medical Institution, and by that Society ordered to 
be transmitted to the Corresponding Secretary, was read; and 
thereupon it was 

Voted, That the Report, together with all the papers on the 
subject, be referred to a Committee; to consider if it be proper 
for the Counsellors to take any order thereon. Drs. Jackson, 
Dixwell, and Townsend were appointed the Committee. 

Voted, That the Secretaries of the several District Societies 
be requested to give notice in their Annual Reports of any 
changes which may have occurred during the year, among the 
Fellows of their respective Districts, by death or removal. 

Voted, That the Counsellors recommend to the Society, at 
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their next Annual Meeting, to pass a By-law, providing that no 
person shall be eligible to the office of Counsellor, unless he be 
a Fellow of the Society. 

Voted, That a Committee be appointed to consider the ex- 
pediency of taking measures to collect accurate information 
respecting the late Epidemic within this Commonwealth, with 
authority to carry such measures into effect, if they shall deem 
it expedient. The President, and Drs. Hayward and Hale, 
were appointed the Committee. 

Voted, That this meeting be dissolved. 


‘FEBRUARY MEETING. 


Boston, February 6, 1833. 
A stated meeting of the Counsellors of the Massachusetts Med- 
ical Society was this day held at the Society’s Room in Pearl St. 

The Records of the last meeting having been read, the 
Corresponding Secretary reported the names of those gentle- 
men who had signed the By-laws, and thus become Fel- 
lows since the last meeting. 

The Annual Report of the Worcester District Medical So- 
ciety, and also the Report of the Censors for the second Medi- 
cal District, were presented, and read. 

A letter was read from the Secretary of the Hampshire Dis- 
trict Medical Society, communicating the fact that that Dis- 
trict Society had voted to agree to distribute the publications of 
the Massachusetts Medical Society, and to collect, as far as 
practicable, the assessments of Fellows belonging to said Dis- 
trict, agreeably to the provisions of the forty-fourth By-law. 

Voted, That a Committee be appointed to designate the books 
to be delivered to the several District Medical Societies, as they 
may become entitled to them under the provisions of the forty- 
fourth and forty-fifth By-laws of the Society. Drs. Osgood, 
Z. B. Adams, and Townsend were appointed the Committee. 

The Committee appointed at the last meeting of the Coun- 
sellors, to consider the expediency of taking measures to obtain 
information respecting the late Epidemic in this Commonwealth, 
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made a report of their proceedings, and asked for further time 
to complete the objects of their appointment. Voted, That the 
Report be accepted, and that it be published in the newspapers. 

The Committee to whom was referred the Reply of the 
Essex Southern District Medical Society to the communica- 
tion of the Berkshire Medical Institution; to whom was 
also referred all the papers on the subject, with instructions 
to consider whether it be proper for the Counsellors to take any 
order thereon,—Reportep, that having carefully examined the 
papers referred to their consideration, they are of opinion that 
no further order on the part of the Counsellors is proper, in re- 
lation to the subject of these papers. 

Voted, 'That the Report be accepted. 

Drs. Ingalls and Brown were appointed a Committee to ex- 
amine the Treasurer’s accounts; and Drs. Walker and Reynolds 
a Committee to examine the Library. 

Voted, That a Committee be appointed to consider the prac- 
ticability and expediency of any measures to procure a perma- 
nent building for the Society. The President, and Drs. Jack- 
son and Hayward were appointed the Committee. 

Voted, That this meeting be dissolved. 


JUNE MEETING. 


A stated meeting of the Counsellors of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society was held on the 6th day of June 1833, at the 
Society’s Room, at ten o’clock A. M, 

The Records of the last meeting were read. 

Voted, 'To proceed to the election of officers. 

Drs. Walton of Pepperell, and Alden of Randolph were ap- 
pointed Scrutiners. 

The following gentlemen were chosen to the several offices. 


JOHN C. WARREN, M. D. President. 

Joun Dixwett, M.D. Vice President. 

Grorce Haywarp, M.D. Corresponding Secretary. 
Enocw Hare, Jr. M.D. Recording Secretary. 
Water Cuanninc, M.D. Treasurer. 

Davin Oscoov, M.D. Librarian. 





aba eee aie Sas EAE a ay re. one 


Tew 








Ca eae 


2rd Ai nal 
naniean 








66 APPENDIX. 


Censors FoR THE First Mepicat Districr. 
Walter Channing, M. D. George Hayward, M.D. John 
Homans, M. D. William J. Walker, M. D. Abel L. Peirson, 
M. D. 


Censors FoR THE Seconp Disrrict. 
John Green, M. D. Benjamin F. Heywood, M. D. Ed- 
ward Flint, M. D. Charles W. Wilder, M. D. Gustavus D. 
Peck, M. D. 


Censors FoR THE TuHirp District. 


Joseph H. Flint, M. D. Elisha Mather, M. D. Atherton 
Clark, M. D. David Bemis, M.D. Dr. Bela B. Jones. 


Censors oF THE Fourtru Disrrer. 


William H. Tyler, M. D. Alfred Perry, M. D. Oren 
Wright, M. D. Robert Worthington, M.D. Dr. Asa G. 


Welch. 


Drs. Hayward, Hale, and Ware, Committee of Publication. 

Drs. Channing, Z. B. Adams, and Townsend, Committee on 
Resignations. 

Zadock Howe, M. D., of Billerica, was chosen by ballot to 
read the next Annual Discourse. 

The President informed the Counsellors that he had received 
a box of Books from the Executors of the late Francis VERG- 
ntes, M. D. of Newburyport, a bequest from him to the Society. 
Also a donation of the Flora Medicale in eight volumes, by 
James H. Pierrepont, M. D. of Portsmouth; also Clarke on 
Climate, Howship’s Hunterian Oration, and Philosophia delle 
Arte Medica, by Gregorio Ricardi ;—each presented to the 
Society by the several authors. 

The Vice-President stated, that he had received from Fran- 
c1s Boorr, M. D. of London, a copy of his ‘‘ Life and Opinions 
of John Armstrong,”’—a donation from the author, to the 
Society. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented to the 
executors of Dr. Vergnies, to James H. Pierrepont, M. D. 
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and to the several authors of the above mentioned works, for 
their donations. 

The Corresponding Secretary communicated a letter from 
Ezra Starkweather, M. D. of Worthington, a retired Member, 
in answer to the circular letter of the Committee appointed to 
collect information respecting the late Epidemic, and enclosing 
a donation to the Society’s treasury, whereupon it was 

Voted, That the Corresponding Secretary be directed to as- 
sure Dr. Starkweather of the grateful sense which the Fellows 
of the Society entertain for his kind feelings towards them, 
as expressed on a recent and former occasion. 

The Report of the Censors for the first Medical District; 
and the Report of the Essex Southern District Medical Society, 
were read. 

The Corresponding Secretary reported the names of those 
who have become Fellows since the last meeting. 

The Reports of the Treasurer, and of the Auditing Commit- 
tee were also read. 

It was announced to the Counsellors that John D. Treadwell, 
M. D. of Salem, had deceased suddenly this morning; where- 
upon it was 

Ist. Resolved, That the Counsellors receive this mournful 
intelligence with feelings of profound grief. 

2d. That they entertain sentiments of great respect for the 
character, talents and professional learning of their late associ- 
ate, and a high sense of his services to this Society; especially 
in its renovation in the year 1803. 

3d. That they sympathise very sincerely with the family, and 
the extensive circle of friends and patients, who were most 
justly attached to our late associate. 

Voted, That a copy of these resolves be transmitted, by the 
Corresponding Secretary, to John G. Treadwell, M. D. the son 
of the deceased. 

The President stated, that a gentleman of distinguished char- 
acter, not of the Medical profession, but to whom the profession 
were under peculiar obligations, (John Brazier Davis, Esq.) 
had died since the last meeting of the Counsellors. Whereupon 
it was 
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Resolved, That the Counsellors of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society entertain a grateful sense of the services of the late 
John Brazier Davis, Esq. of Boston, in aiding the Society 
in promoting the legalization of the study of Anatomy, and 
thus effecting an important change in the State of Medical 
Science. 

Voted, That a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the 
friends of the late Mr. Davis. 

The Committee, appointed to obtain information respecting 
the late Epidemic in this Commonwealth,—Reported, That a 
Circular had been sent to every Fellow and retired Member 
of the Society; and that answers had been received from thirty- 
six gentlemen, a list of which was presented, together with the 
answers on file. 

Voted, That a Committee be appointed to continue their at- 
tention to the subject. The President and Drs. Hayward and 
Hale, were reappointed a Committee for this purpose. 

Voted, That the Librarian be authorized to sell to those 
Fellows of the Society who may have been admitted, or elected 
subsequently to the time of publication of each volume, one 
copy each of the Library of Practical Medicine; the first and 
second volumes for one dollar each, and the third volume for 
one dollar fifty cents. 

Voted, 'That the Committee on publications select and pub- 
lish a fourth volume of the Library of Practical Medicine, 
provided the expense do not exceed six hundred dollars; to be 
distributed to the Fellows of the Society at the next Annual 
Meeting, on the same terms as were established for the first 
volume, by the Report accepted February Ist. 183]. 

A motion was submitted that the Counsellors recommend to 
the Society so to amend the By-laws as to provide that the An- 
nual Meeting shall be held on the last Wednesday in May. 
After some discussion, it was 

Voted, To refer the subject of the motion to a Committee; 
and Drs. Miller of Franklin, Alden of Randolph; and Z. 
B. Adams, of Boston, were appointed a Committee for the 
purpose. 

A Vote of the Berkshire District Medical Society, to accede 
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to the terms of the forty-fourth and forty-fifth By-laws of the 
Society, was read. 

The Committee, appointed to consider the practicability and 
expediency of procuring a permanent building for the Society, 
reported that there seemed at one time a favorable prospect of 
obtaining a suitable piece of land for the erection of a building, 
on highly advantageous terms; but that the land had passed 
into other hands, and there was now no probability of obtaining 
it. The Report was accepted, and the Committee discharged. 

Voted, That this meeting be dissolved. 


The following Gentlemen have become Fellows of the Mas- 
sachusetts Medical Society, since the publication of the Cata- 
logue of Fellows, appended to the edition of the By-laws in 
June 1832. 

By election, David Mighill, M. D., Rowley. 

By admission in course. 

Josiah Noyes, Needham; Ebenezer Woodward, Quincy; 
Samuel Rogers, Jr., Boston; John W. Valentine, Charlestown; 
Adams Nichols, Gloucester; Henry A. Ward, Lewis B. Gale, 
Edward L. Cunningham, Josiah D. Hedge, Samuel G. Howe, 
Boston; Augustus Robbins, Harvard; Joseph Stone, Hardwick; 
Francis A. Willard, Charlestown; William Prescott, Lynn; 
Asa B. Snow, Boston; Francis Thomas, Scituate; John Apple- 
ton, Boston; Caleb Swan, Easton; Charles M. Windship, 
Roxbury; Jonathan F. Worcester, Salem; Edward Jarvis, 
Concord; John C. Bartlett, Chelmsford; Ambrose Seaton, 
Charles T. Jackson, William E. Foster, Boston; Zalmar Mal- 
lery, Easthampton; Henry N. Preston, Plymouth; Francis V. 
Noyes, Newburyport; William Graves, Lowell; Edward W. 
Hook, Boston; Elisha Bartlett, Lowell; Augustus Whiting, 
Haverhill; Leroy M. Yale, Tisbury; Orlando H. Partridge, 
Truro ; Jesse Chickering, Lyman Bartlett, Alpheus Proctor, 
Josiah Kittredge, Boston. 

The following gentlemen have had leave to resign their Fel- 
lowship. | 

Ingalls Kittridge, Beverly; Jonathan Leonard, Sandwich; 
Gridley Thaxter, Abington. 
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LIST OF BOOKS. 


ADOPTED OCTOBER 3, 1832. 


ue Sain com Seg tacos 


In accordance with a Law of the Commonwealth, enacted February 
10th, 1789, and in obedience to a By-Law of the Society, the Counsellors 
of the said Society give notice, that candidates for examination before 
the Censors, must hereafter give evidence of having read and studied the 
books whose titles are contained in the list which follows, viz. 


The Edinburgh System of Anatomy. 

Bell’s System of Anatomy, or Wistar’s Anatomy. 

Haller’s First Lines of Physiology. 

Richerand’s Elements of Physiology. 

Bichat on Life and Death. 

Bichat’s General Anatomy, translated by Dr Hayward. 

Beclard’s Additions to Bichat’s General System of Anatomy, 
translated by Dr. Hayward. 

Charles Bell’s Natural System of the Nerves. 

Turner’s Elements of Chemistry. 

Brande’s Manual of Chemistry by Webster. 

Pharmacopeea of the United States. 

Bigelow’s Sequel to the Pharmacopeea. 

Paris’ Pharmacologia. 

Sir Astley Cooper’s Surgical Lectures, in three yolumes. 

Boyer’s System of Surgery. 

Boyer on the Bones. 

Hunter’s Treatise on the Blood, Inflammation, and Gun Shot 
Wounds. 

Thompson on Inflammation, 

Travers on Constitutional Irritation. 

Burns’ Anatomy of the Gravid Uterus. 
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Burns’ Treatise on Abortion. 

Burns’ Treatise on Uterine Hemorrhage. 

Denman’s System of Midwifery. 

Denman’s Aphorisms. 

Dewees’ System of Midwifery. 

Good’s Physiological System of Nosology. 

Good’s Study of Medicine. 

Cullen’s First Lines of the Practice of Physic. 

G. Fordyce’s Dissertations on Fever. 

Smith and Tweedie on Fever. 

Armstrong’s Illustrations of Typhus, &c. 

Armstrong on Scarlet Fever, Measles, and Pulmonary Con- 
sumption. 

Sydenham’s Works. 

Heberden’s Commentaries on Diseases. 

Dewees on Diseases of Children. 

Hunter’s Treatise on Lues Venerea. 

Bailie’s Morbid Anatomy. 

Cook’s Abridgement of Morgagni on the Seats and Causes of 
Diseases. 

Beck’s Medical Jurisprudence. 


Although the books mentioned in the foregoing list are all that candidates 
are required to have read, yet the Counsellors believe that many more may 
be carefully read during the period of pupilage, and they have therefore 
prepared another list of books, which they recommend for the perusal of 
students in medicine. 


Books Recommended. 


ANATOMY. 


Barclay’s Anatomical Nomenclature. 
Winslow’s Anatomy. 

Soemmerring’s do. 

Cheselden’s do. 

Boyer’s do. 

Meckel’s Anatomy. 

Albinus’s Anatomical Plates. 
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Lizars’ Anatomical Plates. 

Charles Bell’s System of Dissections. 
London Dissector. 

Shaw’s Manual for the Student of Anatomy. 
Wilson’s Lectures on the Skeleton. 

Wilson’s Lectures on the Vascular System. 


PHYSIOLOGY. 


Halleri Elementa Physiologie. 

Boerhaave’s Institutes. 

Nouveaux Elemens de la Science de l’Homme, par Barthez. 

Blumenbach’s Physiology. 

Bostock’s Physiology. 

Mayo’s Outlines of Human Physiology. 

Broussais’ System of Physiology. 

Magendie’s Physiology, translated by Revere. 

Blumenbach’s Comparative Anatomy. 

Cuvier’s do. do. 

Fordyce on Digestion. 

Hunter on the Animal Economy. 

Hewson on the Blood and Lympathics. 

Sheldon on the Absorbent System. 

Philip on the Laws of the Vital Functions. 

Bichat on the Membranes. 

Ellis on the Effects of Germination, Vegetation, and Respiration 
on the Air; in two parts. 

Parry on the Pulse of the Arteries. 


CHEMISTRY. 


Davy’s Elements of Chemical Philosophy. 
Thompson’s System of Chemistry. 
Black’s do. 

Murray’s System of Chemistry. 

Henry’s Chemistry, latest Edition. 
Lavoisier’s Chemistry. 
Ure’s Chemical Dictionary. 
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MATERIA MEDICA AND PHARMACY. 


Murray’s Apparatus Medicaminum. 
Thesaurus Medicaminum. 

Cullen’s Materia Medica. 

Pearson’s do. do. 

Murray’s do. do. 

Bigelow’s Medical Botany. ci Se 
Barton’s Vegetable Materia Medica of the United States. aH aaa! 











SURGERY. te 
Pearson’s Principles of Surgery. ob 
Cooper’s Surgical Dictionary. Pe 
Abernethy’s Lectures. Pup ec. er 
Abernethy’s other Pathological Works. F i (i | 
Hey’s Practical Observations on Surgery. et 
Desault’s Surgical Works. By si He 
Bell’s (Charles) Operative Surgery. se pe 
Bell’s (John) Principles of Surgery. ‘| be Hiss 
Richter’s Medical Cases in Surgery. ea hele 
Larry’s Military Surgery. ii t lag are 
Jones on Hemorrhage. rt be a 
Home on the Formation of Pus. at Hie i 
Bell’s (Benjamin) Surgical Works. fi Bs y 
Gibson’s Surgery. Heber ee 
Hennen’s Military Surgery. alert 
Pharmacopeia Chirurgica. : " 
James on Inflammation. i i i 
Brodie on the Joints. HH i: As 
Wilson on the Bones and Joints. lL ett 
Cooper on Dislocations and Fractures, faite |e 
Guthrie’s Operative Surgery of the Eye. betta ai 
Vetch on Ophthalmia. Wt Pett 
Ware on the Diseases of the Eye. wt salad: 
Scarpa on the Eye. aie cs 
Wardrop on the Morbid Anatomy of the Eye. re Ves ad i 
Saunders on the Eye. sed 
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Travers on the Eye. 

Adams on the Eye. 

Saunders on the Ear. 

Hunter on the Teeth. 

Fox on the Teeth. 

Cooper and Travers’ Surgical Essays. 

Shaw on Distortions of the Spine. 

Cooper (A.) on Hernia. 

Lawrence on Ruptures. 

Travers on Wounds of the Intestines. 
Crowther on White Swellings. 

Ford on the Hip Joint. 

Cooper on do. 

Home on Strictures of the Urethra. 

Bell (C.) on Diseases of the do. 

Bingham on Diseases of the Bladder. 
Wilson on the Urinary and Genital Systems. 
Howship on Diseases of the Urinary Organs. 
Howship on Diseases of the Lower Intestines. 
Copeland on Stricture of the Rectum. 
Calvert on the Rectum. 


MIDWIFERY. 


Smellie’s Midwifery. 

Burns’ Principles of Midwifery. 
Ramsbotham’s Observations on Midwifery. 
Conquest’s Outlines of Midwifery. 

Davies’ Elements of Operative Midwifery. 
Merriman on Difficult Parturition. 

Rigby on Uterine Hemorrhage. 

Douglas on the Evolution of the Fetus. 
White on Lying-in Women. 

Gordon on Puerperal Fever. 


Hey on do do. 
Butler on do. do. 
Armstrong on do. do. 


Campbell on do. do. 
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Gooch on Diseases of Females. 

Clarke on the Diseases of Females. 

Dewees on do. do. 

Remarks on the Employment of Females in Midwifery. 


PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEUTICS. 


Celsi Opera. 
Van Swieten’s Commentaries on Boerhaave. 


Conspectus Medicine Theoretic, auctore Jacobo Gregory. 


Cullen’s Nosology. 
Parry’s Elements of Therapeutics, &c. 

Chapman’s Therapeutics. 

Hall on Diagnosis. 

Morgagni on the Seats and Causes of Diseases. 

Baillie’s Morbid Anatomy—with the Plates. 

Andral’s Pathological Anatomy. 

Whytt’s Works. 

Fothergill’s Works. 

Rush’s Works. 

Underwood on Diseases of Children. 

Cheyne’s Essays on Diseases of Children. 

Percival’s Medical Works. 

Kirkland’s Medical Surgery. 

Zimmerman on Experience in Physic. 

Huxham on Fevers and Sore Throat. 

R, Jackson on Fevers of Jamaica. 

R. Jackson’s Outlines of the History and Cure of Fevers. 
R. Jackson on Contagious Fever. 

R. Jackson on Cold Water. 

Currie on Cold Water. 

Senac on Internuttent Fever. 

Alibert on Intermittent Fever. 

Beddoes on the Combination of Fever and Inflammation. 
Chisholm on Pestilential Fevers. 

Bancroft on Yellow Fever, &c. 

Fellowes on the Fever of Andalusia, &c. 

Strong on Petechial Fever. 
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Hale on Spotted Fever, at Gardiner. 

Gallup on the Epidemics of Vermont. 

Clark on Fevers and Scarlatina. 

Hawkins on Rhematism. 

Geo. H. Bell on Cholera Asphyxia. 

Kennedy on Contagious Cholera. 

Report on Spasmodic Cholera, By a Committee of the Massa- 
chusetis Medical Society. 

Clark on Hot Climates. 

Lind on Hot Climates. 

Mosely on Tropical Diseases. 

Johnson on Diseases of Hot Climates. 

Chalmers on Diseases of South Carolina. 

Cleghorn on Diseases of Minorca. 

Hillary on Diseases of Barbadoes. 

Hunter on Diseases of the Army in Jamaica. 

Pringle on Diseases of the Army. 

R. Jackson on the Medical Department of Armies. 3 

Lind on Diseases of Seamen. 

Land on the Scurvy. 

Blane on Diseases of Seamen. 

Trotter’s Medicina Nautica. 

Blackall on Dropsies. 

Abercrombie on Diseases of the Head. 

Portal sur l’Apoplexie. 

Cheyne on Apopleay, Lethargy, &c. 

Cook on Nervous Diseases. 

Swan on Nervous Diseases. 

Hall on Mimoses. 

Arnold on Insanity. 

Crichton on Mental Derangement. 

Pinel on Insanity. 

Knight on Insanity. 

Cox on Insanity. 

Rush on Mental Diseases. 

Corvisart on Diseases of the Heart. 

Burns on Diseases of the Heart. 

Reeder on Diseases of the Heart. 
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Parry on Syncope Anginosa. 

Davis on Carditis. 

Maclean on Hydrothoraz. 

Laennec on Diseases of the Chest, translated by Forbes. 


Colin’s Manual for the Stethoscope, translated by Ryland. 


Baron on Tuberculous Diseases. 

Bree on Disordered Respiration. 

Young on Consumption. 

Stark’s (Wm.) Works. 

Badham on Bronchitis. 

Watt on Chincough. 

Peirson on Chincough. 

Paris on Diet. 

Philip on Indigestion. 

Pemberton on Diseases of the Abdominal Viscera. 
Abercrombie on Diseases of the Stomach and Intestines. 
Ayre on Marasmus. 

Johnson on the Liver. 

Saunders on the Liver. 

Harty on Dysentery. 

Hamilton on Purgaiwe Medicines, 

Brera on Worms; translated by Coffin. 

Rollo on Diabetes. 

Marcet on Calculous Disorders. 

Adams on Morlid Poisons. 

Bateman on Cutaneous Diseases—with plates. 
Fisher on Small Pox, Varioloid, &c. 

Willan on Cow Pock. 

Cross on Cow Pock. 

Thompson on Varioloid. 

Withering on Scarlatina. 

Scudamore on Gout, Rheumatism, and Gravel. 
Ring on Gout. 

Sutton on Delirium Tremens, Peritonitis, and Gout. 
Fowler on Rheumatism. 

Haygarth on Rheumatism. 

Home’s Medical Facts. 

Home’s Clinical Experiments. 
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Ferriar’s Medical Histories and Reflections. 
Bardsley’s Medical Reports. 

Orfila on Poison. 

Hamilton on Digitalis. 
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Withering on Foxglove. 

Crumpe on Opium. 

Fowler on Tobacco. 

Fowler on Arsenic. 

Roberton on Cantharides. 

Haden on Colchicum Autumnale. 


MISCELLANEOUS AND PERIODICAL WORKS. 


Friend’s History of Medicine. 

Sprengell’s History of Medicine. 

Hunter’s Introductory Lectures. 

Cabanis on the Revolutions in Medical Science. 

Hutchinson’s Biographia Medica. 

Young’s Medical Literature. 

Gregory on the Duties and Qualifications of a Physician. 

Rush’s Introductory Lectures. 

Percwal’s Medical Ethics. 

Paris and Fonblanque’s Medical Jurisprudence. 

J. G. Smith’s Forensic Medicine. 

J. G. Smith on Medical Evidence. 

Edinburgh Medical Essays. 

Medical Observations and Inquiries. 

Medical Transactions of the College of Physicians of London. 

Transactions of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia. 

Memoirs of the Medical Society of London. 

Memoirs of the Massachusetts Medical Society. 

Duncan’s Medical Commentaries. 

Transactions of a Society for the Improvement of Medical and 
Chirurgical Knowledge. 

Medico-Chirurgical Transactions. 

Transactions of the King’s and Queen’s College of Physicians 
of Ireland. 

Dubiin Hospital Reports. 
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London Medical and Physical Journal. 
Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal. 
American Journal of Medical Science. 

North American Medical and Surgical Journal. 
New England Journal of Medicine and Surgery. 
Medico-Chirurgical Review.* 


* The titles of those books which are considered most important for 
every Medical Student to read, are printed in Italics; but there are some 
books of great value which are not so distinguished, from a consideration 
of their size, or of the difficulty in procuring them; or because they are 
principally necessary for persons in particular situations only. 
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APPENDIX FOR 1834. 





PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY. 


Tue Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Medical Society 
was held on the first Wednesday, being the 4th day of June, 
1834, at the Lecture Room of the Athenzum in Boston, at 10 
o'clock, A. M. 

The Record of the last Annual Meeting, and the Records of 
the proceedings of the Counsellors during the past year, were 
read by the Recording Secretary, who also reported the names 
of those gentlemen, who have become Fellows, or Honorary 
Members, during the year. 

Voted, 'T'o proceed to the election of Counsellors. 

Drs. Bachelder of Royalston, Adams of Waltham, Bemis of 
Springfield, John Flint of Boston, and Gordon of Hingham, 
were appointed a Committee of Scrutineers. 

Voted, That the number of Counsellors, elected in each De- 
partment, be the same as the last year. 

The following gentlemen were elected in the several De- 
partments, viz. 

First Department; Surroix. John Dixwell, James Jackson, 
Benjamin Shurtleff, John C. Warren, John Randall, George 
C. Shattuck, John B. Brown, Walter Channing, Jacob Big- 
elow, George Hayward, Enoch Hale, Solomon D. Townsend, 
Zabdiel B. Adams, John Ware, David Osgood, Edward Rey- 
nolds, John Homans, Woodbridge Strong. 

Second Department; Essex. Richard Hazeltine, Joseph 
Kittredge, Jeremiah Spofford, Abel L. Peirson, Andrew 
Nichols, Edward L. Coffin, Samuel Johnson, Thomas Man- 
ning, Richard 8. Spofford, Calvin Briggs, Rufus Longley. 

Third Department; Mippiesex. Aaron Bancroft, Rufus 
Wyman, Thomas Bucklin, John Walton, Abraham R. Thomp- 
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son, Timothy Wellington, Zadok Howe, William J, Walker, 
John C. Dalton, Ephraim Buck, Josiah Bartlett, John QO, 
Green. 

Fourth Department; Worcester. Stephen Bachelder, John 
Green, Edward Flint, Benjamin F. Heywood, Charles W. 
Wilder, Amos Parker, George Willard, Gustavus D. Peck. 

Fifth Department; Hamrsuire, Hamppen and FRranxtiv, 
Joseph H. Flint, Alpheus F. Stone, Stephen W. Williams, 
Levi W. Humphreys, Elisha Mather, Bela B. Jones. 

Sicth Department; Berxsuire. William H. Tyler, Henry 
H. Childs, Asa G. Welsh, Royal Fowler, Robert Worthington, 
Alfred Perry, Hubbard Bartlett. 

Seventh Department; Norrotx. Nathaniel Miller, John 
Bartlett, Samuel Bugbee, Robert Thaxter, Jeremy Stimpson, 
Ebenezer Alden, Noah Fifield. 

Eighth Department; Puymouru. Hector Orr, Nathan Hay- 
ward, Ezekiel Thaxter, Paul L. Nichols, Noah Whitman, 
Charles Macomber. 

Ninth Department; Brisrot. Alexander Read, William C. 
Whittredge, Andrew Mackie. 

Tenth Department; Barnstasie, Dukes County and Nav- 
tuckeT. Aaron Cornish, Paul Swift, Jonathan Leonard, Jr., 
Orlando H. Patridge. 































The Treasurer presented and read his Annual Report. 
From the account of current receipts and expenditures, it ap- 
peared, that the balance in the Treasury, June 5, 1833, was 

$257.87 

Received during the year: viz. 

From the Censors of the Ist District, 170.00 








From do. of the 4th District, 10.00 
180.00 

A donation from a retired member, . - 3.00 

From the assessments of Fellows, 960,60 


From the Librarian for the sale of books 70.50--1214,10 


$1471.97 
And that the expenditures of the year (including a 
balance paid for the third volume of the Library of 
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Practical Medicine) for printing, advertising, rent, and 
for the annual dinner, &c. amounted to ; ; S822. 


Leaving a balance in the Treasury of $649.57 


The Report on the Permanent Fund, is as follows, 

The Treasurer offers the following Report of the State of 
the Permanent Fund of the Society, for the year ending June 
3, 1834. 

During the past year, the balance of the last note, due onthe 
sale'of the Society’s township of Land, has been paid, and the 
amount of the whole nofe vested in a Policy of the Hospital 
Life Insurance Company. 

The present state of the Fund is as follows: 

Policy No. 578, Principal Sum, . . $2549.87 

Interest to Jan. 1, 1834 . . « 760.75—3310,62 

Policy No. 755, Principal Sum, . . . 744.70 

Interest to Jan. 1,1834 . . . . 168.23——912,93 
Policy No. 1426, Principal Sum, . . 700.00 
Interest to Jan. 11,1834 . . . . 15,73——715.73 


$4939.28 
(Signed, ) WALTER CHANNING, Treasurer. 

Boston, June t, 1834, 

The Report of the Committee to audit the Treasurer’s ac- 
counts, was read, as follows: 

The Subscribers having been appointed a Committee to ex- 
amine the Treasurer’s accounts, have attended to that duty; 
and beg leave to Report, that they find them accurately kept, 
correctly cast, and duly vouched. 

( Signed, ) J. B. BROWN, 
JOHN HOMANS. 





Boston, June 1, 1834. 


Voled, 'That the Reports of the Treasurer and of the Audit- 
ing Committee, be accepted. 

The Report ofthe Committee on the Library was read, and 
accepted. 

The Report of the Essex Southern District Medical Society, 
was read and accepted. 
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The Recommendation of the Counsellors, so to amend the 
By-laws of the Society, as to provide that the Annual Meeting 
shall in future be held on the last Wednesday in May of each 
year, was read and considered; and thereupon it was 

Voted, That the Recommendation of the Counsellors, to 
amend the By-laws of the Society, so as to substitute the “last 
Wednesday in May ” for the “ first Wednesday in June,” as 
the day for the Annual Meeting, be adopted. 

The Committee of the Counsellors, who were appointed to 
prepare such amendments to the By-laws, as should be ren- 
dered necessary by the adoption of the foregoing recommenda- 
tion, presented the following Report: 

At a Meeting of the Counsellors, at which was considered 
the proposition of change of the time of the Annual Meeting of 
the Society; the subject of the requisite changes in the By-laws 
of the Society was referred to the same Committee, with the 
addition of the Recording Secretary. This Committee now 
ask leave to report,—That if the Report of the change of time 
of the Annual Meeting be accepted, the following change in 
the By-laws and Orders will be requisite, viz: 

ist.—By-law I., Page 22nd. Instead of “ first Wednesday 
in June,” the words “last Wednesday in May,”’ be inserted. 

2nd.—By-law X., Page 28th. That the words “in June,” 
be stricken out. 

3d.—By-law XIII., Page 29th. Instead of the first words, 
‘¢ At the stated Meeting of the Counsellors in June,” we read, 
‘¢ At the first stated Meeting of the Counsellors every year.” 

4th. By-law XLIV., sect. Ist, That the words, ‘in the 
month,” line 2nd, be stricken out, and the words, “in the first 
week,” be inserted. 

By-law XLIV., page 53, sect. Ist, That the words, “ first 
Wednesday in June following,”’ be stricken out, and that there 
be inserted instead, ‘‘ the last Wednesday of said month.” 

Section 2nd, of the same By-law, That the words, “ first 
Wednesday of June,” be stricken out, and the words, “ annu- 
al meeting,” be inserted. All which is respectfully submitted. 


(Signed,) NATH. MILER, ) 
EBEN. ALDEN, >} Committee. 
7. B. ADAMS, 


Boston, June 4th, 1834. 





APPENDIX. 


Voted, that the Report be accepted. 

The President communicated, from the council of the Boston 
Society for the promotion of Natural History, an invitation, for 
the Fellows of this Society to visit the Museum of that Society 
this afternoon ; whereupon it was 

Voted, That the thanks of this Society be presented to the 
council of the Boston Society for the Promotion of Natural 
History, for their obliging invitation. 

The Committee of the Counsellors, on the subject of a modi- 
fication of the Law for legalizing the study of Anatomy, present- 
ed a Report, which was read and accepted ; and the Resolu- 
tion accompanying the Report was amended, and adopted as 
follows, 

The Committee of the Counsellors, chosen on the 5th day of 
February 1834, to apply to the Legislature on the subject of 
the “ Act to legalize the study of Anatomy,” &c., if they should 
find it expedient, beg leave to report respectfully ,— 

That on making inquiry into the practical operation of the 
act passed in 1831, they found it to be inadequate to the ac- 
complishment of the object for which it was designed; and at- 
tended with material embarrassments in its execution. 

In consequence of the restriction of the subjects for dissec- 
tion, contemplated by that act, to what are called Slate paupers, 
the numbers, presenting under the act, were too few for the 
supply even of the Medical schools; and that those procured 
were less in number than before the act was passed. 

2. That the time allotted for retaining the subject before its 
delivery, was so long as often to impair its usefulness for dis- 
section. 

3. That in the city of Boston, the application, demanded by 
the law, was required to be made to three separate boards,— 
whence it occasionally happened that from the difficulty of find- 
ing and the difficulty in satisfying the representatives of each of 
these boards, the time for obtaining the subject was passed, 
before the consent ofthe public authorities could be procured. 

Further, your Committee ascertained that there existed in 
the Legislature a project, which it was thought would ultimate- 


ly be adopted, having for its end the abolition of that descrip- 
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tion of poor called State paupers. The effect of this, when it 
became a law, would be to take away the only class of subjects 
contemplated by the act of 1831; of consequence this act, while 
it legalized the study of Anatomy, would, by the severity ofits 
provisions, prohibit and even annihilate the very object to eflect 
which it was passed, and thus present an anomaly in legisla- 
tion of which there is no example. 

Perceiving the dangers which threatened to prostrate the 
work it had cost the Society so much labor to raise, and to 
destroy the foundations of Medical science, in the very place 
where they were thought to be most firmly laid, your Committee 
felt themselves called on to apply to the Legislature, and to 
make known to them facts so extraordinary and unexpected. 

Application was accordingly made to this honorable body, 
and the application was referred in the House of Representa- 
tives to one of their most enlightened committees, that on the 
Judiciary. This board notified your Committee to appear 
before them, and entered into a patient and thorough inves- 
tigation of facts, which terminated in their making a report 
favorable to the views of the Society, accompanied by a bill, 
which we have now the honor to lay before the Society. 

On the second reading of the bill in the House, a debate 
arose, which resulted in its being passed toa third reading by a 
considerable majority; but on the third reading, owing to some 
misunderstanding, it was negatived by a majority of one vote. 
A member of the majority very liberally moved a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote on the following day. A more full discussion 
of the subject then took place; the members of the House be- 
came satisfied of the utility of the bill; and being rendered 
acceptable by some slight amendment, it ultimately passed to 
be enacted, in a House consisting of nearly four hundred mem- 
bers present, without a division of the House. 

When the bill was laid before the Honorable Senate it was 


committed, again discussed, and eventually passed by an almost 
unanimous vote of that body. 

This bill having received the signature of his Excellency the 
Governor, has now become the law of this Commonwealth. It 
removes the obstructions which existed in the first law; it re- 
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spects the feelings of the living, however poor and destitute; 
and provides ample means for the prosecution of that science, 
which is essential to the existence of Medical instruction. 

Your Committee consider the passage of this act as consti- 
tuting an epoch in the history of Medical improvement, and of 
the diffusion of intellectual light. For many ages the sci- 
ence of Anatomy has been persecuted and proscribed. Some 
of the most enlightened countries of Europe had not yet shaken 
off the prejudices of the dark ages, when our Legislature, by a 
noble effort, broke away from these pernicious errors and showed 
the path of improvement to nations older and greater than their 
own. Already their example has been followed by the Legis- 
lature of that great nation, from whom we have been so fortu- 
nate as to derive our origin. One of our sister States has 
pursued the same course, aud we have great reason to believe 
that others will before long follow in the adoption of measures 
so beneficial to mankind. 

As a knowledge of Anatomy is the foundation of Medical 
science, and as ignorance of Anatomy is the source of most 
dangerous errors in practice, we have reason to believe that 
great improvements will be made in the Medical instruction 
and practice of this country; and that the sufferings arising 
from sickness and accidents will be more generally remedied, 
among the poorer part of the community; for every material 
advancement in Medical education operates more favorably for 
the poor than the rich; since the latter are able and disposed 
to procure adequate aid in cases of sickness and accidents; but 
the former are compelled to receive that which is offered, 

Another important consequence of the late act will be the 
annihilation of the illegal and surreptitious mode of obtaining 
subjects, which has prevailed. Hitherto the profession have 
been driven by the imperious demand of the community to a 
practice disgusting and dangerous to themselves, prejudicial to 
their character in the public view, and alarming to the best 
feelings of the community. Should the municipal authorities 
put the law in execution in the spirit intended by the Legisla- 
ture, violation of the grave will be as rare and as dishonorable 
a crime as robbery of the living. 
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the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the thanks of the Members of this Society be 
voted to those philanthropic and enlightened individuals, who 
have devoted their time and talents to the investigations relating 
to the subject of this law; and to the explanation of it to others. 


( Sign ed, ) 


JOHN C. WARREN, 
GEORGE HAYWARD, 
JOHN HOMANS, 









Your Committee conclude by recommending the adoption of 


Committee. 


The following is the Act referred to in the preceding Report. 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


In the year of our Lord ene thousand eight hundred and thirty-four. 


AN ACT in addition to ‘ An Act, more effectually to protect 
the Sepulchres of the dead, and to Legalize the Study of 


Anatomy in certain cases.” 
Sec. 1. Be it enacted, &¢., That hereafter it shall not be law- 


ful to locate or construct any rail-road, canal, turnpike, high- 


way, town way, or public easement whatsoever, in, upon, or 


through any enclosure used or appropriated for the burial of the 
dead, without authority to that effect, specially granted by law; 


or the consent of the inhabitants of the town where such enclo- 


sure is situated; and any person offending against the forego- 
ing provision, shall be subject to indictment, in any Court, 
competent to try the same, and to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding one year, or a fine, to the use of the Commonwealth, 
not exceeding two thousand dollars, or both of said punishments, 


at the discretion of the Court trying the same, and according 


to the nature and aggravation of the offence. 


Provided, never- 


theless, ‘That this enactment shall not apply to any such rail- 


road, or other public easement already located. 


Sec. 2. 


Be tt further enacted, That if any person shall wil- 


fully destroy, mutilate, deface, injure or remove any tomb, 
monument, grave stone, or other structure placed in memory of 


the dead; or any fence, railing, or other curb for the protection 


or ornament of any tomb, monument, grave stone, or other 


structure aforesaid, or of any enclosure for the burial of the 
dead; or shall wilfully destroy, remove, cut, break or injure 
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any tree or shrub, placed for ornament within the limits of any 
such enclosure; such person so offending, shall forfeit and pay, 
to the use of the Commonwealth, a sum not less than ten nor 
more than five hundred dollars, to be recovered by indictment 
in any Court competent to try the same. 

Sec 3. Be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
Board of Health, Overseers of the Poor, and Selectmen in any 
town in this Commonwealth, and for the Directors of the House 
of Industry, Board of Health, Overseers of the Poor, or Mayor 
and Aldermen of the City of Boston, to surrender the dead 
bodies of such persons as it may be required to bury at the 
public expense, to any regular Physician, duly licensed accord- 
ing to the laws of this Commonwealth, to be by said Physician 
used for the advancement of Anatomical Science; preference 
being always given to the Medical Schools that now are, or 
hereafter may be, by law established in this Commonwealth, 
during such portions of the year as such schools, or either of 
them, may require subjects for the instruction of Medical stu- 
dents. Provided, nevertheless, That no such dead body shall 
in any case be so surrendered, if within twenty-four hours from 
the time of its death, any person claiming to be kin or friend to 
the deceased, shall require to have said body interred; or if 
such dead body shall be the remains of a stranger, or traveller 
who suddenly died before making known who or whence he 
was; but said dead body shall be interred, and whenso interred, 
any person disinterring the same, for purposes of dissection, or 
being accessary thereto, shall be liable to the punishment pro- 
vided in the first section of the Act to which this is in addition. 
And provided further, That every Physician so receiving any 
such dead body, before it shall be lawful to deliver the same to 
him, shall in such case give to the Mayor and Aldermen of the 
City of Boston, or to the Selectmen of any town of this Com- 
monwealth, as the case may require, good and sufficient bond, 
that each body so by him received, shall be used only for the 
promotion of Anatomical science, and that it shall be used for 
such purpose within this Commonwealth only, and so as in no 
event to outrage the public feeling; and that, after having been 
so used, the remains thereof shall be decently interred. 
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Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That the body of no person, 
requesting during his or her last sickness to be interred, shall 
be surrendered under the provisions of the third section of this 
Act. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the third section of the 
Act to which this is in addition, is hereby repealed. 

Approved by the Governor, April 1, 1834. 


At 1 o’clock, Zapox Howe, M.D. read to the Society an in- 
teresting Discourse on the subject of Quackery. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented to Dr. 
Howe, for his able and ingenious Discourse, this day read be- 
fore the Society. 

Voted, That the Meeting be dissolved. 

At half past two o'clock, the Society, to the number of 
nearly two hundred members, proceeded in order to Faneuil 
Hall, and there dined together. 


—SFo—- 
Proceedings of the Counsellors. 


OCTOBER MEETING. 
Boston, October 2, 1833. 

A Stated Meeting of the Counsellors of the MassacuusETTs 
Mepicat Society was this day held at the Society’s Room in 
Pearl Street, Boston, at eleven o’clock, A. M. 

The Records of the last meeting were read. 

The Corresponding Secretary reported the names of the gen- 
tlemen who have become Fellows of the Massachusetts Medi- 
cal Society, since the meeting of the Counsellors in June last. 

The Annual Report of the Worcester District Medical Soci- 
ety was presented by the Corresponding Secretary, and read. 

The President communicated a letter from Dr. Chervin, of 
Paris, a translation of which he read. 

Voted, That a Committee be appointed to consider the com- 
munication of Dr. Chervin, and make diligent inquiry in regard 
to the subjects of it, and report to the Counsellors at an ad- 
journed meeting, to be held for the purpose on Wednesday, 
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October 30th, at 3 o'clock, P.M. Drs, Hayward, Ware, and 
Walker were appointed the Committee. 


ADJOURNED MEETING. 
Boston, October 30th, 1830. 

The Counsellors of the Massachusetts Medical Society met, 
agreeably to adjournment, at the Society’s Room in Pearl 
Street. 

Dr. Hayward presented the Report of the Committee on the 
communication of Nicholas Chervin, M.D., of Paris, which was 
considered, and unanimously adopted. 

The Report is as follows. 

Boston, U. S. A., October 30th, 1833. 

The Committee to whom was referred, at the meeting of the 
Counsellors of the Massachusetts Medical Society, held on the 
2d instant, the communication of Nicholas Chervin, M. D. of 
Paris, having attended to the subject, respectfully ask leave to 
Report : 

That on examining the document referred to them, they find 
that it is therein stated, that the advocates of the contagion of 
Yellow Fever have recently attempted in France to impeach 
the moral conduct of Dr. Chervin, while travelling in the Uni- 
ted States. ‘The Committee believe that it would be gratifying 
to Dr. Chervin to obtain the opinion of the Counsellors on this 
point, if a favorable one could be given, and also to learn, what 
views are now entertained in our country in regard to the con- 
tagion of Yellow Fever. | 

In relation to the first point, the Committee are of opinion, 
that the Counsellors owe it to themselves, as they have recently 
elected Dr. Chervin an Honorary Member of this Society, to 
remove as far fas is in their power, this aspersion, which they 
believe to be unjust. The Committee, after diligent inquiry, 
have not been able to learn that his conduct, while in this coun- 
try, deviated in the slightest degree from the strictest laws of 
morality; on the contrary, they believe, from their own obser- 
vation and the statements of others, that while among us, he 
uniformly pursued such a course as might have been expected 
from a philanthropic and enthusiastic inquirer after truth, 
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The Committee are also gratified that it is in their power to 
state, that the opinion to which Dr. Chervin has arrived, as the 
result of his useful and untiring labors respecting the mode in 
which Yellow Fever is propagated, is the one now entertained 
by nearly all the medical men in the United States. It is in 
fact doubtful, whether a physician can be found in our country, 
who has been educated within the last quarter of a century, 
who believes inthe contagion of Yellow Fever; and the few 
who adhere to this opinion are for the most part those, who at 
an early period adopted and defended it, before the subject was 
as well understood as it is at the present day. It may also be 
remarked, that a belief in the non-contagious character of Yel- 
low Fever, is almost universal in the United States, among 
those persons, not of the medical profession, who have had much 
opportunity of witnessing the disease. 

Which is respectfully submitted by 
GEORGE HAYWARD, i 
JOHN WARE, - Committee. 
WILLIAM J. WALKER, 


Voted, That the Corresponding Secretary cause a copy of 
the preceding Report, properly attested, to be transmitted to 
Dr. Chervin. 

The Corresponding Secretary communicated a letter from 
Zadok Howe, M.D., declaring his acceptance of the appoint- 
ment to read the next Annual Discourse. 

Also, The Report of the organization of the Board of Cen- 
sors for the First Medical District. 


1834. 
FEBRUARY MEETING. 

A Stated Meeting of the Counsellors of the Massacnusetts 
Mepicat Society was held at the Society’s Room on Wednes- 
day, February 5, 1834, at eleven o’clock, A. M. 

The Records of the last Stated Meeting, and of the Adjourn- 
ed Meeting were read. 

Drs. Brown and Homans were appointed a Committee to ex- 
amine the Treasurer’s accounts, to report to the Society at the 
Annual Meeting. 
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Drs. Reynolds and Townsend were appointed a Committee 
to examine the Library. 

The Committee appointed at the meeting of the Counsellors 
in June last, on the motion that the Counsellors recommend to 
the Society so to amend the By-laws as to provide that the An- 
nual Meeting be held on the last Wednesday in May, present- 
ed the following Report. 

The Committee of the Counsellors of the Massacuuserrs 
Mepicat Socirry, to whom was referred, at the meeting in 
June last, the subject of recommending to the Fellows, that the 
By-laws should be so amended, as to provide that the Annual 
Meetings of the Society shall be held on the last Wednesday of 
May; respectfully ask leave to Report : 

That in their opinion it is exceedingly desirable that the An- 
nual Meeting of the Society should be fully attended ; that par- 
ticularly every inducement should be held out to our country 
brethren to attend them. 

That it is well known, that in the last week in May, the 
anniversaries of a great many societies, moral, religious, and 
literary, are usually held in Boston, in some of which many of 
our brethren in the country are called to take part, or are other- 
wise required to attend ; such meetings therefore will offer an 
inducement for them to come to the City. As it is very difli- 
cult for professional gentlemen to leave home often, many of 
our members, after attending these meetings in May, may be 
unable, even although desirous, to leave home again so soon 
as to attend the Annual Meeting of this Society on the first week 
in June. 

Your Committee are not aware that any particular reasons 
now exist for holding the Annual Meeting in June; that it was 
formerly appointed at this season to accommodate such mem- 
bers of the Society as belonged to the Legislature: but as the 
Legislature does not now convene at that season of the year, 
that reason of course is not now efficient. Finally, your Com- 
mittee are not aware that any members of the Society, will be 
at all incommoded by the change, and therefore that it will be a 
sufhcient reason in favor of it, that some will be benefited. 
They therefore beg leave respectfully to submit to the Counsel- 
lors the following resolution: 
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Resolved, That the Counsellors of the Massachusetts Medi- 
cal Society recommend to the Fellows, at the next Annual 
Meeting, that the By-laws be so amended, as to provide that 
the Annual Meetings of the Society in future shall be held on 
the last Wednesday in May, instead of the first Wednesday in 
June, as heretofore. All which is respectfully submitted. 

NATHANIEL MILLER, 
EBENEZER ALDEN, § Committee. 
Z.. B. ADAMS, 


Voted, 'That the Report be accepted. 

Voted, That the Report be recommitted to the same Commit- 
tee, for the purpose of preparing such amendments to the By- 
laws of the Society as may be necessary to carry the recom- 
mendations of the Report into effect ; and that the sanction of 
the Counsellors be given to such proposed amendments. 

Voted, That a Committee of three be appointed to make ap- 
plication to the Legislature, if they deem it expedient, so to 
amend the act legalizing the Study of Anatomy, that it will 
carry into more complete effect the original design of the 
framers of that Law. 

The President, and Drs. Hayward and Homans, were ap- 
pointed the Committee. 


JUNE MEETING. 

A Stated Meeting of the Counsellors of the Massacnuserts 
Meptcat Society was held at the Society’s Room in Boston, 
Thursday, June 5th, 1834, at ten o’clock, A. M. 

The Record of the last meeting of the Counsellors was read. 

Voted, To proceed to the election of Officers of the Society 
for the ensuing year. 

Drs. Longley of Haverhill, and Whitman of Bridgewater, 
were appointed a Committee of Scrutineers. 

The following gentlemen were elected to the several offices 

JOHN C. WARREN, President. 

Joun Dixweri, Vice President. 

GeorGE Haywarp, Corresponding Secretary, 
MNocu Hare, Jr. Recording Secretary. 
Warren Cuannine, Treasurer. 

Davin Oscoon, Librarian. 
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CENSORS. 


For tue First District AND FOR THE SOCIETY AT LARGE. 
John Homans, William J. Walker, Abel L. Peirson, John 
Ware, Edward Reynolds. 
For ture Seconp District. 
John Green, Benjamin F. Heywood, Edward Flint, Charles 
W. Wilder, Gustavus D. Peck. 
For tHe Tuirp District. 
Joseph H. Flint, Elisha Mather, Atherton Clarke, David 
Bemis, Bela B. Jones. 
For tue Fourrn Disrricr. 
William H. Tyler, Alfred Perry, Oren Wright, Robert 
Worthington, Asa G. Welch. 
CommittTeEe oN PusBLicaTIons. 


Enoch Hale, Jr., John Ware, John B. Brown. 
Committee on ResiGnations, 
Walter Channing, Zabdiel B. Adams, Solomon D. Townsend. 


Jacob Bigelow, M. D. was elected by ballot to read the next 
Annual Discourse. Dr. Bigelow, being present, declared his 
acceptance of the appointment. 

The Corresponding Secretary reported the names of those 
who have become Fellows of the Society since the last meeting 
of the Counsellors. 

The Report of the Censors of the first Medical District and 
for the Society at large, was presented, and read. 

Voted, That the President of the Society be authorised to 
procure a suitable copper-plate engraving of a Diploma for 
Honorary members of this Society, and to cause as many cop- 
ies to be struck off as he may think proper. 

Voied, That the Committee on Publications select and pub- 
lish a fifth volume of the Library of Practical Medicine, provid- 
ed that the expense do not exceed six hundred dollars, to be 
distributed to the Fellows of the Society at the next Annual 
Meeting, on the same terms as were established for the first 
volume, by the Report accepted February 1st, 1831. 

Provided, That the Committee shall be authorised to issue 
the Fifth volume at any time during the current year, that they 
shall think proper, to be distributed to such Fellows of the 
Society as shall pay their assessments in advance for the next 
year. 
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Voted, That the Librarian be authorised to sell the Fourth 
volume of the Library of Practical Medicine to such Fellows 
as shall hereafter be admitted to the Society, one copy to each, 
for $1,25 cents. 

Voted, That this meeting be dissoived. 





Hermon Chandler, M.D. of Stow, was admitted into the. So- 
ciety in June, 1832, but not having signified his assent to the 
By-laws, until after the publication of that year, his name was 
omitted in the Catalogue of Fellows. 

The following gentlemen have become Fellows of the Soci- 
ety since the last publication, in June, 1833. 

By ciection, Samuel B. Woodward, Worcester; Winslow 
Warren, Plymouth. 

Drs. Moses Smith of Hawley, and Peleg Bradley, of Dra- 
cutt, have also been elected; but have not yet signified their 
acceptance of Fellowship. 

By admission in course 

Sdward J. Davenport, Boston; James B. Gregerson, do.; 
John Odin Jr., do.; Benjamin F. Seabury, Orleans; Joseph 
P. Cooke, Boston; Simon B. Carpenter, Newton; Calvin 
Carter, Lancaster; Isaac Boyd, West Newbury; Alexander 
LeBaron Munroe, Medway; Phineas P. Wells, East Cam- 
bridge; Alfred Wood, Dighton; John 8. Bartlett, Marblehead; 
John D. Pillsbury, Lowell; Jonathan W. Bemis, Watertown; 
J. T. Gilman Leach, Lowell; Nathaniel C. Towle, Lynn; 
Danforth Phipps Wight, Barnstable; E. E. Deniston, North- 
ampton; Joshua Porter, Wenham; Charles I’. Chaplin, Cam- 
bridgeport; Samuel B. Swett, Boston; Julius H. Morse, 
Charlestown; George B. Swift, Milton; Eliakim A, Holman, 
Harvard; Martin Root, Newbury; Oliver 8. Cressy, Hamil- 
ton; John White, Westminster: Theodore Kittredge, Wal- 
tham; William W. Dwight, Boston; Charles Gordon, Lowell; 
Kendall Davis, Reading. 

The following gentlemen have been elected Honorary Mem- 
bers during the year, viz: 

G. Andral, Paris; Charles Phillippe Louis, Paris; James 
Clarke, London; Professor J. P. Maunoir, Geneva. 

The following gentlemen have had leave to resign their 
Fellowship during the year, viz: 

Oliver Bliss, Longmeadow; David Hunt, Northampton; 
Rufus Cowles, Amherst; John Hastings, Hatfield; Elihu 
Dwight, South Hadley; Calvin Thomas, Tyngsborough; Na- 
thaniel Peabody, Salem; Isaac W. Mulliken, Stow. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY. 


In conformity to the By-laws, as amended, the Massachusetts 
Medical Society met at the Atheneum Lecture Room, in Pearl 
Street, Boston, on Wednesday the 27th day of May, 1835, at Baile: 
10 o’clock, A. M. fe tae ie 

The Records of the last Meeting of the Society, and of the (Bs ae 
proceedings of the Counsellors during the past year, were read. Pats 

The Recording Secretary reported the names of those who 
have become Fellows or Honorary Members of the Society 
during the year. at 

Voted, To proceed to the election of Counsellors. ma | 

Drs. Z. B. Adams, of Boston; Wellington, of West Cam- away aed 
bridge; Read, of New Bedford; Stimpson, of Dedham, and Ha 
Holyoke, of Salem, were appointed a Committee of Scrutineers. | 

Subsequently it was voted, To appoint a second Committee of tee hag? 
Scrutineers, to aid in the election; and Dr. Storer of Boston; cf 
Bartlett of New Bedford, and Stedman of Chelsea, were ap- fae 
pointed. eth 

foted, That the number of Counsellors in each Department eM 
be as follows: viz. a 

First Department 18; Second Department 11; Third De- Be 
partment 12; Fourth Department 8; Fifth Department 6; Sixth 
Department 7; Seventh Department 7; Eighth Department 6; 
Ninth Department 5; Tenth Department 4. 


The following gentlemen were elected in the several Depart- i | " : 
ments; viz. iad 4 i 
‘First Department; Drs. James Jackson, John C,. Warren, eee i 
George C. Shattuck, Walter Channing, Jacob Bigelow, George if hares 





Hayward, Enoch Hale, Jr., John Ware, Zabdiel B. Adams, 
Qt 
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David Osgood, Edward Reynolds, John Homans, Woodbridge 
Strong, John Jeffries, Jerome V. C. Smith, George W. Otis, 
Jr., J. Greely Stevenson, Joseph W. McKean. 

Second Department; Drs. Joseph Kittredge, Jeremiah Spof- 
ford, Abel L. Peirson, Andrew Nichols, Edward L. Coffin, 
Samuel Johnson, Thomas Manning, Richard §8. Spofford, Cal- 
vin Briggs, Rufus Longley, Dean Robinson. 

Third Department; Drs. Rufus Wyman, Thomas Bucklin, 
John Walton, Abraham R. Thompson, Timothy Wellington, 
Zadok Howe, William J. Walker, John C. Dalton, Ephraim 
Buck, Josiah Bartlett, Daniel Swan, John O. Green. 

Fourth Department; Drs. Stephen Bachelder, John Green, 
Edward Flint, Benjamin F. Heywood, Charles W. Wilder, 
Amos Parker, George Willard, Gustavus D. Peck. 

Fifth Department; Drs. Joseph H. Flint, Alpheus F. Stone, 
Stephen W. Williams, Levi W. Humphreys, Elisha Mather, 
Bela B. Jones. 

Sizth Department; Drs. William H. Tyler, Henry H. Childs, 
Asa G. Welch, Royal Fowler, Robert Worthington, Alfred 
Perry, Hubbard Bartlett. 

Seventh Department; Drs. Nathaniel Miller, John Bartlett, 
Samuel Bugbee, Robert Thaxter, Jeremy Stimpson, Ebenezer 
Alden, Noah Fifield. 

Eighth Department; Drs. Hector Orr, Nathan Hayward, 
Ezekiel Thaxter, Paul L. Nichols, Noah Whitman, Charles 
Macomber. 

Ninth Department; Drs. Alexander Read, William C. Whit- 
tredge, Andrew Mackie, Caleb Swan, Menzies R. Randall. 

Ti nth Department; Drs, Joseph Sampson; Aaron Cornish, 
Paul Swift, Jonathan Leonard, Jr. 


The Treasurer presented and read his Annual Reports. 
From the Report of Receipts and Expenditures, it appeared 
that the balance on hand at the beginning of the year was 
$649.40 
Received during the year for assessments: viz. 
Paid to the Treasurer 831.00 
From the Treasurer of Essex 
South District Society 56.00 
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From do. Worcester Dist Society, 56.00—943.00 
From the Secretary of the Censors 
Ist District, 60.00 
From the Librarian 32.75—-1035.75 


And that the expenditures of the year, including 
the payment for the Fourth volume of the Library 
of Practical Medicine, and a balance for the Re- 
port on Cholera, amounted to 1439.21 


Leaving a balance in the Treasury $245.94 


From the Report on the Permanent Fund it appeared that the 
whole is invested inthe Massachusetts Hospital Life Insurance 


Company, in three policies, and with interest to Jan. 1, 1835, 
amounts to $5186.46 


The following Report was read; 

The Committee, appointed to examine the Treasurer’s ac- 
counts, have attended to that duty, and beg leave to report that 
they found them accurately kept, correctly cast, and duly 
vouched. 

( Signed,) JOHN B. BROWN, 
EDWARD REYNOLDS, Jr. 


Voted, That the Reports of the Treasurer and that of the 
auditing Committee, be accepted. 


The Report of the Committee on the Library was read and 
accepted. 


A Report by the Committee on Publications was read ; and 
during the discussion, the hour of | o’clock having arrived, the 
subject was laid on the table. 


Jacos Bicetow, M. D., then read to the Society an interest- 
Discourse on Self-Lumited Diseases. 


Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented to Dr. 
Bigelow for his most able and original Discourse. 
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The Report of the Committee on Publications was again taken 
ap, and thereupon it was 
Voted, That the Report be referred to the Counsellors. 


The Report is as follows : 


Massacuusetts Mepicat Society. 

The Committee of Publications have not, in years past, been 
accustomed to present a formal Report of their proceedings. 
But on the present occasion, having been disappointed of the 
usual result of their efforts, an annual volume to be distributed 
to the Fellows of the Society, they beg leave to explain to the 
Counsellors and the Society, the causes of their and the Secie- 
ty’s disappointment. 

At the meeting of the Counsellors in June last, a vote was 
passed, directing the Committee of Publications to select and 
publish a fifth volume of the Library of Practical Medicine, to be 
in readiness for distribution at the present time, with the usual 
restrictions, and on the same conditions as applied to former 
volumes. In pursuance of this vote, the Committee, early in 
the year, made an agreement with the publishers of Copland’s 
Dictionary of Medicine, for a second third-part of that work, 
on the same terms as had been agreed upon for the first part. 
Before the time came for the execution of the agreement, how- 
ever, the publishers failed in business; and their interest in the 
work has been since transferred to a publisher in Washington, 
still subject, however, to the conditions of the agreement with 
this Society, so far as they are now capable of being performed. 
In addition to this cause of failure, there was an unexpected 
delay in receiving the copy of the work from England; the 
original edition having proceeded more slowly in its publication 
than was expected. From these two causes, it resulted that the 
second part could not be published in season for the meeting of 
the Society at the present time. 

Could the Committee have been aware, in season, that this 
would be the case, they would have felt themselves bound, by 
their instructions, to select and publish some other work for the 
present occasion. But they made frequent inquiries, and re- 
ceived constamt and confident assurances that there was no 
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danger of a failure in regard to this work, until it was too late 
to substitute another. 

The Committee have had some correspondence with Mr. 
Green, the new publisher of Copland, for the purpose of ascer- 
taining how soon that work may be calculated upon. They 
have not been ableto obtain a very decided result; but are led to 
expect that it may probably be in readiness by July or August. 
They would therefore respectfully recommend, as in their view 
the best course that remains to be taken, that the new Commit- 
tee of Publications to be appointed, be instructed to procure a 
fifth volume of the Library of Practical Medicine, as early as it 
can be done, with a suitable regard to a proper selection; and 
that the same be distributed, as soon as it is in readiness, to 
those Fellows of the Society who shall have become entitled to 
it, agreeably to the terms already adopted; and also a sixth 
volume, to be in readiness for distribution at the annual meet- 
ing of the Society, in 1836, on the same conditions as have been 
observed in past years. 

K. HALE, Jr. 
J.B. BROWN, 


Committee of Publications of the Mass. Med. Society. 
Boston, May 27, 1835. 


The President communicated a letter fromthe Council of the 
Boston Society of Natural History, inviting the Fellows of this 
Society to visit the Natural History Rooms. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented to the 
Council of the Boston Society of Natural History, for the invi- 
tation to visit their rooms this day. 

The Report of the Committee of the Counsellors to whom was 
referred a Communication of the Censors of the first Medical 
District was read, and accepted. 

Voted, 'To comply with the recommendation of the Counsel- 
lors, and amend By-law XXII., by striking out the words 
‘‘ he shall receive the nominations and applications of candi- 
dates for admission into the Society, and lay the former before 
the Counsellors,’ and inserting the words ‘‘he shall receive 
and record the nominations for election into the Society, and 
lay them before the Counsellors, at each stated meeting.” 


5% Se « ee 
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A proposition was made in writing for an amendment of the 
By-laws. 

On motion, it was voted, that the matter be considered urgent 
and acted upon at this time. 

Voted, That By-law XXIV. of the Society, be so far amend- 
ed as to read as follows: 

‘The records of the Society and of the Counsellors, shall be 
produced at every anniversary meeting of the Society, and 
placed by the Secretaries in some convenient place, for the in- 
spection of such of the Fellows as are desirous of consulting 
them; and at all other times it shall be the duty of the several 
Secretaries to grant every reasonable indulgence to any Fellow 
of this Society, who may wish to examine the records, or to make 
extracts therefrom. 

Voted, That this meeting be dissolved. 

The Fellows of the Society then proceeded to Faneuil Hall, 
and dined together to the number of about 220. 


Wrocecdings of the Counsellors. 


OCTOBER MEETING. 
Boston, October 1, 1884. 

A stated meeting of the Counsellors of the Massacuusetts 
Mepica Society was this day held at the Society’s Room in 
Pear! Street, Boston. 

The Records of the last meeting were read. 

The Corresponding Secretary reported the names of the Fel- 
lows admitted into the Society since the last meeting of the 
Counsellors. 

The Corresponding Secretary communicated a Report of the 
Worcester District Medical Society. 

Also a Report of the proceedings ofthe Censors for the Sec- 
ond Medical District for the last year; and a Report of the or- 
ganization and proceedings of the present Board of Censors for 
the Second District. 

Voted, That a Committee be appointed to consider the expe- 
diency of taking measures for procuring better and more per- 
manent accommodations for the meetings of the Society. 
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The President, and Drs. Hayward and Bigelow were appoint- 
ed the Committee. 

Voted, That a Committee be appointed to investigate the 
history of Intermittent Fever, in this Commonwealth, and 
throughout New England. 

Drs. Hazeltine, Ware, and Walker, were appointed the Com- 
mittee. 

Voted, That this Meeting be now dissolved. 


FEBRUARY MEETING. 
Boston, February 4, 18365. 

A stated Meeting of the Counsellors of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society, was this day held at the Society’s Room in 
Pearl Street, Boston, at eleven o’clock. 

The Records of the last meeting were read. 

The Corresponding Secretary reported the names of the 
gentlemen who have been admitted Fellows of the Society 
since the last meeting of the Counsellors. 

Dr. Hazletine, Chairman of the Committee appointed to in- 
vestigate the subject of Intermittent Fever, requested, for 
reasons which he stated, to be excused from acting further on 
that Committee. 

Voted, That Dr. Hazletine be excused, agreeably to his re- 
quest. 

Dr. Tyler, of Lanesborough, was appcinted to fill the vacancy 
in the Committee. . 

[The Committee therefore now consists of Drs. Ware, Wal- 
ker, and Tyler. ] 

Voted, That the Counsellors recommend to the Society, at 
the next annual meeting, to amend the XXII By-law, by striking 
out the words ‘‘ he shall receive the nominations and applica- 
tions of Candidates for admission into the Society, and lay the 
former before the Counsellors;”? and inserting the words “‘ he 
shall receive and record the nominations for election into the 
Society, and lay them before the Counsellors at each stated 
Meeting.” 

Drs, Brown and Reynolds were appointed a Committee to 
examine the Treasurer’s accounts: and Drs. Homans and 
Townsend were appointed a Committee to examine the Library. 
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A resolution was offered, That a premium of dollars be 
presented by this Society to any one who shall demonstrate the 
practicability of breeding Leeches, having an origin in the North 
of Europe, and who shali actually breed and produce not less 
than one thousand full grown leeches of the breed indicated; 
provided that the process be made known to a Committee of the 
Counsellors, for the purpose of publication for the general good. 

After a full discussion, it was Voted, To refer the resolution, 
and the whole subject embraced in it, to a Committee, with full 
powers to offer such a premium as they may see fit, not ex- 
ceeding $500, and with such restrictions and conditions as they 
may judge proper and suitable for effecting the object proposed 
in the resolution. 

Drs. Miller, Channing, and Walker were appointed the Com- 
mittee. 

It was then 

Voted, That the Committee be enlarged by the addition of one 
Fellow in each County of the Commonwealth. The follow- 
ing gentlemen were added; Drs. Benj. Shurtleff, Boston; A. L. 
Peirson, Salem; E. Buck, Malden; G. Willard, Uxbridge; E. 
Mather, Northampton; A. F. Stone, Greenfield; D. Bemis, 
Springfield; A. G. Welch, Lee; H. Orr, Plymouth; E. Alden, 
Randolph; W. C. Whittredge, New Bedford; and J. Sampson, 
Brewster. 

Voted, That this meeting be now dissolved. 





MAY MEETING. 

A stated Meeting of Counsellors of the Massachusetts Med- 
ical Society was held at the Society’s Room in Boston, Thurs- 
day, May 28th, 1835, at 10 o’clock, A. M. The Records of the 
last Meeting of the Counsellors were read. 

Voted, To proceed to the election of Officers of the Society 
for the ensuing year. 

Drs. R. Thaxter of Dorchester, J. Sampson of Brewster, and 
N. Fifield of Weymouth, were appointed a Committee of Scru- 
tineers. 

The following gentlemen were elected to the several offices 

Joun C,. Warren, President. 
NatuanieL Mitxer, Vice President, 
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Enocu Hace, Jr. Corresponding Secretary. 
Joun Homans, Recording Secretary. 
Water Cuannina, Treasurer. 

Davin Oscoon, Librarian. 


CENSORS. 
For tHe First Mepicat District, AND FoR THE Society AT 
LARGE. 
William J. Walker, John Homans, Abel L. Peirson, John 
Ware, Edward Reynolds. 
For tue Seconp Mepicat District. 
John Green, Benjamin F. Heywood, Edward Flint, Charles 
Wilder, Benjamin Pond. 
For tHe Turrp Mepican District, 
Stephen W. Williams, Elisha Mather, Atherton Clark, Da- 
vid Bemis, Bela B. Jones. 
For tHe Fourtu Mepicat Disrricr. 
William H. Tyler, Orin Wright, Alfred Perry, Robert Wor- 
thington, Asa G. Welch. 
ComMITTEE OF PuBLicaTIoNs. 
Enoch Hale, John Ware, Joseph W. McKean. 
Committee on Resignations. 
Walter Channing, Zabdiel B. Adams, Solomon D. Townsend. 


Samuel Bugbee, M. D. of Wrentham, was elected by ballot to 
read the next Annual Discourse. 

The Corresponding Secretary reported the names of those 
who have become Fellows of the Society, since the last Meet- 
ing of the Counsellors. 

The Report of the Censors for the First Medical District and 
for the Society at large, was presented and read. 

A Report ofthe Committee of Publications was read and ac- 
cepted. Whereupon it was 

Voted, That the Committee be directed to prosecute the pub- 
lication of Copland’s Medical Dictionary, as soon as practicable. 

The Committee on Leeches reported progress, and asked leave 
to sit again,—which was granted. 

The Committee appointed to consider the expediency of 
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procuring better and more permanent accommodations for the 
Society, reported, that they find the funds of the Society are not 
adequate to make any arrangements for the object of their ap- 
pointment, and request to be discharged. 

Voted, That the Report be accepted, and the Committee be 
discharged. 

Voted, That a Committee be appointedto inquire into the 
practicability and expediency of obtaining other accommoda- 
tions for the Society, whether temporary or permanent. 

Drs. Shattuck, Strong, Howe, J. Spofford, and Channing, were 
appointed the Committee. 

The Committee on Intermittent Fever, reported progress, 
and asked leave to sit again,—which was granted. 

Several resolutions on the subject of Dental Surgery, offered 
by Dr. Homans, were referred to a Committee of three, viz., 
Drs. Jackson, Peirson, and Hayward. 

Voted, That the meeting be dissolved. 

The following gentlemen have had leave to resign their Fel- 
lowship, during the year, viz. 

Richard Hazeltine, Lynn; Gamaliel Bradford, Boston ; 
Amos Bancroft, Groton ; Abiel Heywood, Concord ; Sylva- 
nus Brown, Malden. 

The following gentlemen have been admitted Fellows of the 
Society since the last annual meeting : 

Giles H. Lodge, M. D., Boston; John S. Butler, M. D., 
Worcester ; Walter N. Ellis, M. D., Rochester; Edward T. 
Tremain, M. D., Lancaster ; Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, M. D., 
Boston ; Henry Tuck, M. D., Barnstable ; Addison Knight, 
M. D., Leicester ; Francis H. Gray, M. D., Boston ; Joseph 
J. Fales, M. D., do. ; Samuel Wigglesworth, M. D., do. ; Hen- 
ry G. Clark, M. D.,do. ; Patrick P. Campbell, Lowell ; War- 
ren J. Whitney, M. D., Milton; Jonathan C. Prescott, M. D., 
Concord ; Ezekiel W. Leach, M. D., Manchester ; Abner B. 
Wheeler, M. D., Boston ; Daniel T. Coit, M. D., do.; Henry 
I. Bowditch, M. D., do.; Joseph Moriarty, M. D., do. ; Nahum 
Washburn, M. D., do.; Charles Talbot, M. D., Mansfield; 
James Forsyth, M. D., Sandwich; William A. Gordon, M. D., 
Taunton; Ira Barrows, M. D., Pawtucket; Stephen Ball, Jr. 
M. D., Worcester; Benjamin Atkinson, Amesbury; Nathan 
Jones, Wenham ; Joseph Reynolds, Salem. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY. 


Tue Annual Meeting of the Massacuusetts Mepicat So- 
cieTY was held at the Society’s Hall, Atheneum building, 
Pearl street, at 10 o’clock, A. M., May 25th, 1836. 

The records of the last meeting of the Society, and of the 
proceedings of the Counsellors, during the past year, were 
read. 

The Recording Secretary reported the names of those who 
have become Fellows or Honorary Members of the Society, 
during the past year. 

Voted, To proceed to the election of Counsellors. 

Drs. R. Wyman, G. Willard, J. W. McKean, H. Adams, 
A. Read, J. C. Dalton, W. Lewis, and H. Tuck, were ap- 
pointed a Committee of Scrutineers 

Voted, That the number of Counsellors in each Department 
be as follows, viz.: 

First Department, 18; Second Department, 12; Third De- 
partment, 12; Fourth Department, 8; Fifth Department, 7; 
Sixth Department, 7; Seventh Department, 8; Eighth Depart- 
ment, 6; Ninth Department, 5; Tenth Department, 4. 

The following gentlemen were elected in the several De- 
partments, viz.: 

First Department, Drs. James Jackson, Benjamin Shurtleff, 
John C. Warren, John Randall, George C. Shattuck, Walter 
Channing, Jacob Bigelow, George Hayward, Enoch Hale, 
Solomon D. Townsend, John Ware, Zabdiel B. Adams, David 
Osgood, Edward Reynolds, John Homans, Woodbridge 
Strong, John Jeffries, Geoge B. Doane. 

Second Department, Drs. Joseph Kittredge, Jeremiah Spof- 
ford, A. L. Peirson, Andrew Nichols, Edward L. Coffin, Sam- 
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uel Johnson, Richard S. Spofford, Calvin Briggs, Dean Rob- 
inson, Jonathan G. Johnson, Edward A. Holyoke, Wyatt C. 
Boyden. 

Third Department, Drs. Thomas Bucklin, John Walton, 
Abraham R. Thompson, Timothy Wellington, Zadok Howe, 
William J. Walker, John C. Dalton, Ephraim Buck, Josiah 
Bartlett, Daniel Swan, John O. Green, Joshua Green. 

Fourth Department, Drs. Stephen Bachelder, John Green, 
Edward Flint, Benjamin F. Heywood, Charles W. Wilder, 
Amos Parker, George Willard, John Starkweather. 

Fifth Department, Drs. Joseph H. Flint, Alpheus F. Stone, 
Stephen W. Williams, Eli Hall, Elisha Mather, Bela B. Jones, 
David Bemis. 

Sixth Department, Drs. Henry H. Childs, William H. Tyler, 
Asa G. Welch, Royal Fowler, Robert Worthington, Alfred 
Perry, Hubbard Bartlett. 

Seventh Department, Drs. Nathaniel Miller, John Bartlett, 
Samuel Bugbee, Robert Thaxter, Jeremy Stimpson, Rufus 
Wyman, Ebenezer Alden, Noah Fifield. 

Eighth Department, Drs. Hector Orr, Nathan Hayward, 
Ezekiel Thaxter, Paul L. Nichols, Noah Whitman, William 
Gordon. 

Ninth Department, Drs. Alexander Read, William C. Whit- 
tredge, Andrew Mackie, Caleb Swan, Menzies R. Randall. 

Tenth Department, Joseph Sampson, Aaron Cornish, Paul 
Swift, Henry Tuck. 


The Treasurer presented and read his Annual Reports. 
From the Report of the Receipts and Expenditures, it ap- 
peared that the balance on hand last year, was 
$245.94 
Received during the year, viz.: 
For assessments, paid to the Treasurer, $666.00 
From Treasurer of Hampshire District, 37.00 
“ 3 and Censors, Berkshire, 53.00 
" - of 2d Medical District, 32.00 
re s of Essex So. ° 40.00 
‘© Sec’y Censors, Ist Med. ‘ 60.00 
-_—— 888.00 


Total, 





$1133.94 
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And that the expenditures of the year, including 
the payment for the volume published, was 1086.04 
































Leaving a balance in the Treasury of $47.90 








From the Report on the Permanent Fund, it appeared that 
the whole is invested in the Massachusetts Hospital Life In- 
surance Company, in three policies, and, with interest to Jan. 
1, 1836, amounts to $5445.79 


The following Report was read: 


The Committee, appointed to examine the Treasurer’s ac- 
counts, respectfully report, that they have attended to that 
duty, and find the accounts accurately kept, and duly vouched. 


( Signed,) Z. B. ADAMS, 
J. JEFFRIES. 


Voted, That the Reports of the Treasurer, and that of the 
auditing Committee, be accepted. 


The following Report of the Committee on the Library and 
Cabinet, was read and accepted: 


Report oF THE COMMITTEE ON THE LIBRARY AND CABINET. 


The Committee appointed to examine the Library and Cabi- 
net of the Massachusetts Medical Society, respectfully report, 
that they find the books in good order, and their number com- 

: plete, with the exception of four volumes, which have been 
: “ missing for several years past, and which are probably lost. 

: They have also attended to the other arduous duty assigned 
them,—the examination of the Cabinet. It gives them pain to 
feel obliged to state that the valuable preparation of this Cab- 
inet exhibits, at last, too evident marks of decay. It is to be 
feared that the Cabinet may, in the course of time, be lost to 
the Society, unless some measures be taken forthwith, to arrest 
the destructive progress of the worm that has already begun 
to prey upon it. They therefore take the liberty of recom- 
mending the appointment of some skilful Curator to the Cabi- 
net, whose duty it shall be to take all measures necessary to 
T 
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preserve the same from the worm and the dust, or whatever 
other causes may tend to impair its beauty, or its usefulness. 


EDWARD REYNOLDS, ) Committee for the 


GEORGE HAYWARD, § Library and Cabinet. 


Voted, That Dr. E. Reynolds, Jr., be appointed Curator of 
the Cabinet, for the ensuing year. 

The following Report of the Committee on Publications was 
read and accepted: 

Massacuusetts Mepicat Sociery. 

The Committee on Publications respectfully report, that, 
after repeated promises and disappointments, they have been 
still unable to obtain a second volume of Copland’s Medical 
Dictionary for the Society, in season for distribution at the 
annual meeting. Nor have they any assurance, on which it is 
safe to rely, as to the time when another volume will be 
ready for publication; nor when the whole will be completed. 
The Committee have, therefore, pursuant to the instructions 
of the Counsellors, at their last stated meeting, procured the 
first volume of Louis on Typhus, translated by Henry I. Bow- 
ditch, M. D., for distribution at the annual meeting; which 
they confidently trust will be satisfactory to the Society. This 
work will be completed by the publication of a second volume, 
in the course of the ensuing summer or autumn, and that 
volume can be obtained for the Society, as soon as it is pub- 
lished, on the same terms as the first. ‘The Committee re- 
spectfuily recommend. that authority be given to the proper 
committee to obtain the second volume, to be distributed in 
the usual manner, at the next annual meeting of the Society. 

E. HALE, Jr. é Committee on 
JOHN WARE, | Pp bli ion 
JOSEPH W. McKEAN, §* W2veattons. 


Boston, May 25, 1836. 


The Report of the Committee on Dental Surgery, accepted 
by the Counsellors, was read, and thereupon 

Voted, That the recommendation of the Counsellors be 
adopted, and the following words be added to the VIII By-law, 
viz.: ‘* From and after this annual meeting, (1836,) persons 
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entering on the practice of Dental Surgery, shall be regard- 
ed like other practitioners of Medicine or Surgery, so that 
the eighth By-law shall be applied to them: provided, however, 
that the same shall not be applied to those persons who are 
already known as dentists.’”* 


On the recommendation of the Counsellors, it was 


Voted, That the XXIV article of the By-laws be amended, 
by striking out the last clause, in words following, ‘‘ or to make 
extracts therefrom.’’t 

The hour of one o’clock having arrived, 

Dr. ANnprew Nicuots delivered an interesting and learned 
discourse, On Irritation of the Nerves. 


* The following is the By-law referred to: the words in italics are the part 
now added: 

Vill. Any person who is engaged in the practice of medicine or surgery 
in this Commonwealth, not being a Fellow or Licentiate of this Society, nor 


Doctor in Medicine of Harvard University, shall be deemed by the Fellows of 


this Society, an irregular practitioner. Likewise, any one who has been ex- 
pelled from this Society, or who, after being permitted to resign his fellowship, 
has been deprived of his privileges, or who has withdrawn himself from the 
Society, without the permission of the Counsellors, shall be deemed by the 
Fellows of this Society an irregular practitioner; and it shall be unlawful for 
any Fellow of this Society, in his professional capacity, to advise or consult 
with any such irregular practitioner, or, in any way, to abet or assist him as a 
practitioner of medicine or surgery. For any breach of this law, a Fellow of 
this Society shall be disqualified for one year from giving his vote at any meet- 
ing of the Society, and of the district Society of which he may be a member: he 
shall also be liable to the censure and reprimand of the Counsellors; and, in 
aggravated cases, to expulsion. From, and after this annual meeting (1836), 
persons entering on the practice of Dental Surgery, shall be regarded like 
other practitioners of medicine or surgery: so that the eighth By-law shall be 
applied to them; provided, however, that the same shall not be applied to those 
persons who are already known as dentists. 


+ The following is the twenty-fourth By-law, as adopted by amendment, in 
1835. The words in italics are now struck out: 

XXIV. The records of the Society and of the Counsellors shall be produced 
at every anniversary meeting of the Society, and placed by the Secretaries in 
some convenient place, for the inspection of such of the Fellows as are desirous 
of consulting them: and at all other times, it shail be the duty of the several 
secretaries to grant every reasonable indulgence to every Fellow of this So- 
ciety, who may wish to examine the records, or to make extracts therefrom. 











































BETAS F 









EE 










Ey: 


ok 








112 APPENDIX. 


Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented to Dr. 
Nichols, for his very instructive and scientific discourse. 

The President announced an invitation from the Council of 
the Boston Society of Natural History to the Fellows to visit 
the Natural History rooms. 

The Fellows of the Society then proceeded to Faneuil Hall, 
and dined together, to the number of about two hundred. 

At three o’clock, P. M., the Society returned to the Hall, 
and the meeting being opened, the Recording Secretary read 
the doings of the Counsellors, regarding the accusation and 
charges of the infraction of the eighth By-law, against Dr. 
John S. Bartlett. 

Dr. J. S. Bartlett offered his defence at length, before the 
Society; and the charges against him were supported by the 
Committee of the Counsellors, appointed for that purpose. 

The following preamble and resolution were then read and 
adopted: 

Whereas, Dr. John S. Bartlett, ef Boston, (residing at No. 
11 Atkinson street, ) in a paper, denominated the Boston Pilot, 
of which he is joint editor, in the number of said paper issued 
on the 12th of March, 1836, did recommend to public confi- 
dence and patronage, by an elaborate communication, under 
his own signature, an irregular practitioner, by the name of 
Williams, thereby violating the eighth By-law of the Society, 
which declares ‘‘ it shall be unlawful for any Fellow of this 
Society, in his professional capacity, to advise or consult with 
any such irregular practitioner, or in any way to abet or assist 
him as a practitioner of medicine or surgery ;”’ and, whereas, 
the said Dr. Bartlett has been in the habit of frequently con- 
sulting professionally with another person, who is not a regu- 
lar practitioner of medicine, according to the laws of this Com- 
monwealth, and of this Society; and the said Dr. Bartlett 
having, on several public occasions, openly avowed these acts, 
and professed his determination to persevere in the commission 
of the same, in defiance of his promised obedience to the By- 
laws of this Society, and in violation of those principles and 
feelings which should be presumed to govern the conduct of 
every physician, who regards the true honcr and dignity of 
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the professior; And, whereas, the present instance being of 
shameful publicity, and one of those aggravated cases for 
which the law contemplates the penalty of expulsion; and the 
same Dr. Bartlett, ‘‘ having had an opportunity given him to 
lay before the Society a refutation of the charges, or a defence 
of his conduct in the premises;”” Therefore 

Voted, That Dr. J. S. Bartlett, of Boston, be expelled from 
this Society, and his name erased from the list of its Fellows. 

Whole number present, 126; voting in the affirmative, 100; 
voting in the negative, 22. 

The meeting was then dissolved. 


Attest, JOHN HOMANS, Rec. Sec’y. 





Proceedings of ihe Counsellors. 


OCTOBER MEETING. 
, Boston, October 4, 1835. 

A stated meeting of the Counsellors of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society was this day held at the Society’s Room, 
at 11 o’clock, A. M. 

The Records of the last meeting were read. 

The Corresponding Secretary reported the names of the 
gentlemen, who have been admitted Fellows of the Society 
since the last meeting of the Counsellors. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a letter from Dr. Bugbee, 
in which he declined delivering the next annual discourse. 

Voted, To proceed to the election of a person to deliver the 
address in his stead. 

Dr. Royal Fowler, of Stockbridge, was chosen. 

Dr. James Jackson, Chairman of the Committee, to whom 
were referred certain resolutions on Dental Surgery, at the 
last meeting, made the following Report, which was accepted: 


The Committee, to whom were referred, at the meeting of 
the Counsellors in May, 1835, several resolutions‘relative to 
Dental Surgery, have had the same under consideration, and 
respectfully submit the following Report. 

The object of these resolutions is to require that the medi- 
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cal practitioners, heretofore called dentists and surgeon-den- 
tists, be regarded in the same light as physicians and surgeons 
in the common acceptation of these terms; and that, accord- 
ingly, the By-law of the Society, forbidding consultation with 
irregular practitioners, as described in the same, be consider- 
ed as applicable to dentists or surgeon-dentists. 

Your Committee approve the object of these resolutions as 
above stated; but some other things are also embraced in 
them. Without a direct reference to them, the Committee 
will offer such observations as will explain their own views, 
and then propose a measure to be adopted. 

The business of the dentist is partly mechanical, such as 
extracting teeth, filling cavities in them, caused by caries, 
and making and fixing in the mouth artificial teeth. These 
offices may be performed as directed by a physician, or at the 
will of the patient, who takes the responsibility on himself. 
But it is obviously convenient that the dentist should, himself, 
understand the physiology and pathology of the teeth, so that 
he may be able to advise the patient, as to those operations; 
and as to all other matters connected with the teeth; as well as 
that he may successfully study the treatment adapted to the 
diseases of these important organs. Yet as the teeth, although 
differing from other organs, in very important points, are sub- 
ject, in some measure, to the same laws as other organs in 
the animal body, and are intimately connected with them, the 
dentist cannot well-understand their diseases without an ac- 
quaintance with the science of medicine generally. It 1s, 
then, to be desired that this branch of surgery, called dental, 
should be conducted by those only who are prepared by edu- 
cation to practise any branch of the healing art. It is, how- 
ever, very doubtful, whether any advantage would arise from 
creating or recognizing a separate branch of the medical pro- 
fession, under the name of dental surgery. There might be 
as much reason for having branches for the distinct arts of the 
occulist and the aurist; and perhaps for that of the lithotomist, 
&c. &c. It has been the policy of modern times, to prevent 
this formal subdivision of the medical profession, and this has 


been true as respects our own country. It has been thought 
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best that the education, during pupilage, should be the same 
for the physician and surgeon; and this is, perhaps, the uni- 
versal practice in the United States. On entering into profes- 
sional life, individuals give their attention to all the branches of 
the healing art, or devote themselves to one, more or less ex- 
clusively; but the distinction, thus created, is not formally ac- 
knowledged by our public bodies. It is true that this Society 
may give a license to practise either physic, or surgery, or 
both, to the candidates who apply to them; but the custom has 
been, almost, if not quite, without an exception, to give a li- 
cense to practise both. In Europe, the inconveniences of a 
different course, are much complained of, so that enlightened 
men in Great Britain, at the present day, are anxious to adopt 
a course similar to ours. It does not, then, seem wise to de- 
signate a class of medical men as dentists, whether by re- 
quiring that they go through a specific education, or by im- 
posing upon them peculiar obligations, or by conferring on 
them peculiar privileges. Let it be left to individuals, who 
devote themselves to particular branches of the profession, to 
satisfy the public of their particular qualifications, as has been 
done heretofore. 

There now recurs the question, whether a Fellow of this So- 
ciety can or ought to consult with, aid or abet a dentist, if he 
is not a Fellow of the Society, or has not a right to claim ad- 
mittance as a Fellow into the same. 

The practice certainly has been, ever since the adoption, in 
1804, of the By-law respecting consultations, to allow such 
consultation and aid. ‘This practice arose, no doubt, under 
the belief that the dentists confined themselves principally to 
the mechanical part of their business. When that By-law was 
passed, there were very few persons in the Commonwealth de- 
voted to dentistry, probably not six; and of those, such as were 
well known, were both ingenious and respectable men. At 
that time, neither the physiology, nor the pathology of the teeth 
had been much studied by medical men among us; although 
Hunter’s invaluable work had been published in the last cen- 
tury, it had not become known to many of our physicians; and 
still less had the subject been studied under the lights shed on 
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it at the present day. In point of fact, the medical men who 
composed this Society in 1804, were probably aware that the 
few dentists in our State were better qualified than themselves, 
and even better than many of them wished to be, for the me- 
chanical department of dental surgery; and, without any for- 
mal act, it was settled by silent consent, that the By-law as to 
consultations, should not be applied to dentists. This practi- 
cal interpretation of the law, through so many years, must be 
regarded as settling the question, until some new law or ordi- 
nance is passed, in regard to it. Since the period above re- 
ferred to, (1804,) dental surgery has been studied and pur- 
sued more scientifically than previously, and by gentlemen of 
regular medical education. It would seem that the commu- 
nity must have derived palpable benefits from these scientific 
dentists, since the number of gentlemen among us, occupied 
almost exclusively as such, has greatly increased, and it is 
understood that they have been well supported. It is now a 
different question from what it would have been thirty years 
ago, whether the Fellows of this Society should countenance 
any one entering this branch of the profession. The decision 
on this question should be made by a regard to the welfare of 
the community. If the Fellows of this Society have any in- 
terest in the question, separate from that of the community, it 
ought not to influence the decision. The By-law respecting 
consultations was adopted, and can be justified on no other 
ground, 

From what has been stated, it appears to the Committee, 
that the welfare of the community would now be promoted by 
such measures as should tend to confine the practice of den- 
tistry to regularly educated physicians, but not by a formal 
recognition of its practitioners as a distinct class of the pro- 
fession; and, as the subject has not been thus regarded here- 
tofore, that some distinct act is necessary to establish the 
principle proposed. In adopting this act, however, it seems 
proper that the same regard be paid to those actually engaged 
in the dental practice, as was paid to general practitioners 
when the By-law of 1804, in regard to consultations, was 
adopted. The act proposed should not be made retrospect- 
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tive. Let those dentists, already engaged in practice, be re- 
cognised, or not, according to their personal characters and 
merits. By this provision, we shall guard against injustice 
toward respectable individuals, whose experience may have 
enabled them to render very useful services to the suffering, 
although they may not be adequate to the treatment of all the 
diseases of the teeth, and who, moreover, have, in fact, been 
encouraged to enter on their business by the countenance of 
the Fellows of this Society. 

In conformity with the views here presented, the Committee 
propose the following, as a substitute for the resolutions refer- 
red to them; so that, if the same be approved by the Counsel- 
lors, it may be duly brought forward at the next annual meet- 
ing of the Society, and be recommended to its Fellows, to be 
passed as a by-law. 

From and after this annual meeting, (1836,) persons en- 
tering on the practice of dental surgery shall be regarded like 
other practitioners of medicine or surgery, so that the eighth 
By-law shall be applied to them; provided, however, that the 
same shall not be applied to those persons who are already 
known as dentists. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
JAMES JACKSON, 
GEO. HAYWARD. 


Dr. Hale, Chairman of the Committee on Publications, re- 
ported a statement of their proceedings. 


Voted, That the Committee on Publications be instructed 
to proceed in procuring the second and third volumes of the 
Dictionary of Practical Medicine, for the Society, at any time 
within the ensuing year, in the same manner as the first vol- 
ume, it being understood, that the third volume shall be pre- 
pared for the Society at their next annual meeting, if practi- 
cable; and, further, that the volumes need not contain precise- 
ly five hundred pages, but as near thereto as may be. 

Voted, 'That the thanks of the Counsellors be presented to 
the Provincial Medical and Surgical Association, for the do- 
nation of two volumes, published by them; and that the Cor- 
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responding Secretary be requested to forward to them the 
original publications of this Society, and explain to them the 
cause of delay in acknowledging the receipt of their donation. 


Dr. Channing, from the Committee on Leeches, reported 
as follows, and asked to be discharged: 


The Committee appointed at the meeting of the Counsellors, 
in February last, with full powers to offer such a premium as 
they may see fit, not exceeding five hundred dollars, with such 
restrictions and conditions as they may judge proper and suit- 
able, for effecting the object, to any one who shall demonstrate 
the practicability of breeding leeches having an origin in the 
north of Europe, and who shall actually breed and produce 
not less than one thousand full grown leeches, of the breed 
indicated; provided, that the process be made known to a 
Committee of the Counsellors, for the purpose of publication, 
for the general good,—have attended to the service assigned to 
them; and, after a careful investigation, being satisfied of the 
superior character of the foreign leeches to any of the native 
varieties, in this country, which have come to their knowledge, 
and also of the practicability and importance of introducing 
them,—have decided upon offering a premium for the purpose 
indicated tn the resolutions of the Counsellors; and, in ac- 
cordance with this decision, at a meeting of the Committee, 
May 28th, appointed Drs. Shurtleff, Channing and Walker, 
to carry it into effect. 

The premium was offered soon after, in the form following: 

‘* The subscribers, a committee for that purpose, by authori- 
ty from the Massachusetts Medical Society, hereby offer a pre- 
mium of five hundred dollars, to any person who shall actually, 
within this Commonwealth, within seven years, breed, and 
produce to the Committee, the best sample of not less than 
one thousand well grown leeches, from a foreign stock, and 
equal for medicinal uses, to the best imported leeches, on the 
following conditions: 

‘1, He shall make known, in writing, the process of breed- 
ing, feeding, maturing, and keeping the same, to the satisfac- 
tion of a Committee of the Counsellors, appointed for the pur- 
pose, that it may be published for the general good. 
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*©2. He shall make known, in writing, to the above Com- 
mittee, all facts, which may come to his knowledge, relating 
to the natural history and habits of leeches so produced, bred, 
and matured, from their birth, to their arrival at full growth.” 

Respectfully submitted, with a request to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. 

W. CHANNING, 
EBEN’R. ALDEN, 
EPHRAIM BUCK, 
WILLIAM J. WALKER, 
GEORGE WILLARD, 


A. L. PEIRSON. 
Boston, October 6, 18365. 


Voted, That the Report be accepted, and the Committee 
be discharged. 

Voted, That a Committee of fifteen be appointed to receive 
applications from any persons who may claim the premium of 
five hundred dollars, offered by the Society, for the best sample 
of not less than one thousand leeches, from a foreign stock, 
bred in this Commonwealth, and award the same at the expira- 
tion of seven years, if occasion should be; and that this Com- 
mittee shall continue for the space of seven years, and report 
progress to the Counsellors annually; and that any vacancies 
which may occur, be filled by the Counsellors. The following 
gentlemen were then appointed: 

Drs. Miller, Channing, Walker, B. Shurtleff, A. L. Peirson, 
E. Buck, G. Willard, E. Mather, A. F. Stone, D. Bemis, A. 
G. Welch, H. Orr, E. Alden, W. C. Whittredge, J. Sampson. 

Voted, That the Recording Secretary renew the offer of a 
premium, for the introduction of leeches, in such newspapers 
and medical journals as he shall see fit, together with a no- 
tice of the names of the Committee who are authorized to 
receive applications for the same. 

Voted, 'To choose a committee of three, to revise and cor- 
rect the list of books required and recommended to be read by 
students. 


Drs. J. Bigelow, J. Jeffries, and G. W. Otis were appointed. 
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Voted, To appoint a committee of three, to prepare a list of 
gentlemen, to be nominated and balloted for, as Honorary 
Members of the Society. 

Drs. J. C. Warren, J. V. C. Smith, and D. Osgood, were 
appointed. 


FEBRUARY MEETING. 
Boston, February 3, 1836. 

A stated meeting of the Counsellors of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society was held this day at the Society’s room, at 
eleven o’clock, A. M. 

The President being absent, Dr. Wyman, the senior Coun- 
sellor present, presided. 

The Corresponding Secretary reported the names of the 
gentlemen who have been admitted Fellows of the Society 
since the last meeting of the Counsellors. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a letter from Dr. Royal 
Fowler, in which he declined delivering the annual discourse, 
in May next. 

The Corresponding Secretary read the Report of the Cen- 
sors of the Second Medical District. 

The Corresponding Secretary read the Report of the doings 
of the Worcester District Medical Society, at their annual 
meeting, June 17, 1835. 

Dr. J. Bigelow, Chairman of the Committee appointed at 
the last meeting, to correct and revise the list of books re- 
quired or recommended to be read by students, reported; 
which Report, being amended, was accepted. 

[See List of Books, at the end of this Appendix. | 


Voted, That the Committee who made the Report, publish 
the list of books, according to law. 


Dr. E. Hale, Jr., Chairman of the Committee on Publica- 
tions, made the following Report, which was accepted: 


Massacnusetts Mepicat Sociery. 


It is with regret that the Committee on Publications find 
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themselves again compelled to report that they have not been 
able to procure the publication of another volume of the Library 
of Practical Medicine, being the second volume of Copland’s 
Medical Dictionary. In order that the Counsellors and the 
Society may have a just view of the causes of the repeated un- 
expected delays in the time of publication, the Committee ask 
leave to give a concise history of their proceedings in regard 
to it, since their appointment in May last. 

It will be remembered that the proprietorship of Copland’s 
Dictionary was transferred, in consequence of the failure of 
Messrs. Lilly, Wait & Co., to Mr. Duff Green, of Washington, 
subject to all the liabilities and obligations of the original pro- 
prietors. One of these obligations was, that the work should 
be published in this country, without any unnecessary delay; 
and the original stipulations to the Society were still more 
specific. The publication of the English edition has been de- 
layed very much beyond the original expectation. But that 
has not been the sole cause of the delays to which we have 
been subjected. The third part of the English edition was 
published in April, 1835, and was received in this city in June; 
but it is not yet ready for publication. Thus, it appears, that 
while only six hundred pages have been issued to subscribers 
in this country, and only five hundred pages to the Society, 
nine hundred and ninety pages had been published in England 
more than nine months ago, and had been received here 
more than seven months ago. Soon after their appoint- 
ment, the Committee renewed the correspondence with Mr. 
Green, which had been begun by the previous Committee, on 
the subject of the publication; and were informed by him, that 
Mr. Colman, one of the late firm of Lilly, Wait & Co., was 
fully authorized to supply the work. The Committee have 
had frequent interviews with Mr. Colman, and they see no 
reason to distrust the sincerity of his assurances that he has 
done and is doing all in his power to expedite the work, by all 
the means put into his hands. It is an advantage to the sub- 
scribers that the stereotyping and printing are to be executed 
in Boston, as it will secure a more perfect uniformity in the 


style and appearance of the several parts. No provision was 
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made for the commencement of the stereotyping until some 
time in the autumn. On the day of the last meeting of the 
Counsellors, (October 7,) the Committee were informed, that 
the stereotyping was in progress, and that the volume for the 
Society would probably be ready for distribution in the course 
of the following month. It was in this expectation, that the 
Counsellors passed the vote at their last meeting, directing 
the Committee to distribute the second volume, as soon as it 
should be received, and to take measures to procure, if pos- 
sible, a further portion, to be ready for distribution at the next 
annual meeting of the Society. Unfortunately, there was the 
same neglect in providing for the printing, that there had be- 
fore been, in respect to other parts of the work. It is not yet 
printed; and the Committee have no more means of knowing 
when it will be completed, than they had at the last meeting 
of the Counsellors. 

Under these circumstances, it is for the Counsellors to con- 
sider and determine whether the Committee shall still comply 
literally with the directions of the vote passed at the last 
meeting, and distribute the volume as soon as it can be ob- 
tained, or whether the Counsellors will direct this volume to 
be distributed at the annual meeting of the Society, which is 
now so near at hand, that it is doubtful whether the distribu- 
tion can be effected much, if at all, before that time. In this 
connexion, it is important to state, that no information has 
been received of the publication of any farther portion of the 
work in England. If, therefore, the second volume were to 
be distributed at once, it would be altogether impracticable to 
obtain another volume, or even a part of a volume, of the Dic- 
tionary, for distribution at the annual meeting. 


E. HALE, Jr., 

JNO. WARE, 

J. W. McKEAN, 
Boston, February 2, 1836. 


Committee on 
Publications. 


Voted, That the Committee on Publications be instructed to 
exercise their discretion in the procuring and distribution of 
the next volume of Copland’s Medical Dictionary. 
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Voted, That the Committee be authorized, in case of a dis- 
appointment in the expectation of obtaining Copland’s Medical 
Dictionary, in season for distribution, to procure another book 
instead thereof. 


Dr. J. Ware, Chairman of the Committee on Intermittent 
Fever, made the following Report, and asked leave to be dis- 
charged: 

The Committee, appointed at a meeting of the Counsellors, 
held October 1, 1834, ‘‘to investigate the History of Inter- 
mittent Fever, in this Commonwealth, and throughout New 
England,”’ offer the following Report: 

That, in order to the fulfilment of the duty assigned them, 
they, soon after their appointment, issued a circular for the 
purpose of obtaining information concerning the proposed sub- 
ject of inquiry, which was communicated to all the members 
of this Society, and to a considerable number of physicians in 
the other New England States, directly; and was also publish- 
ed extensively in the medical journals and newspapers in va- 
rious parts of the country. 

This Circular contained the following questions, which were 
regarded as embracing those points which it was especially 
intended to determine by the inquiry: 

‘* 1, Whether intermittent fever have, at any former period, 
existed in any part of New England, as an endemic disease, 
(i. e., having its origin in the place where it has prevailed, ) 
where it does not now exist; what was the kind of soil, the 
face of the country, the state of cultivation and the geological 
character of the district where it prevailed? 

‘*2. If it formerly did, and does not now exist, when did it 
disappear? what was the state of the country, as to cultivation, 
agricultural improvements, &c., at the time of its disappear- 
ance, and was it connected with any known changes in the 
neighborhood, such as draining marshes, clearing away wood, 
&e.? 

‘*3. Where does intermittent fever now exist as an en- 
demic in New England? Has it always been observed in 
such places as are now liable to it, or has it recently appear- 
ed there? 
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‘<4. If it have recently appeared, in what places and through 
what extent of country has this been the case? What is the 
character of the country, and has this appearance been con- 
nected with any such changes in the neighborhood, as the 
stopping of water-courses, raising of ponds, flooding of mead- 
ows, &c.? 

‘<5, If it have made its appearance in any place, what was 
its character, Quotidian or Tertian? Was it connected with, 
or did it pass into common continued fevers? Did they prevail 
at the same time and place? What was their character? 

‘<6, How was the disease treated? what was its length? 
was it liable to recur? in what state of health did it leave the 
subjects of it? was it followed by any such maladies as are 
commonly described as following intermittent fever? 

‘‘7, Is there any probability that in any cases, the subjects 
of the disease had been exposed to its causes, in some other 
place or part of the country, at any period, whether longer or 
shorter, before it has made its appearance?” 

In answer to this application, the Committee have received 
communications from but two individuals, both stating facts 
of importance, but only one of them entering into any detailed 
reply to the questions proposed. 

These communications could not, of course, furnish suf- 
ficient materials for a history of this disease, nor indeed for 
any practical inferences with regard to it; nor were the Com- 
mittee aware of any other source to which they could apply, 
nor of any other means of application, for the materials neces- 
sary to the investigation they were directed to make. It had 
been proposed, in connexion with the documents expected from 
those to whom this application was made, to institute a careful 
examination of those works which contain the early history of 
New England, in order to glean from them any indirect notices 
of the diseases of those periods, which might be found to have 
any bearing on the inquiry proposed. 

It is obvious, however, that any such notices would be of 
little importance, unless connected with facts relating to more 
recent periods; and, being destitute of such facts, this exami- 
nation was deemed unnecessary. 
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The Committee, therefore, having failed to procure mate- 
rials which would enable them to prepare any statement re- 
lating to the history of intermittent fever in New England, 
which would be in the slightest degree satisfactory or instruc- 
tive, respectfully ask to be discharged from the farther con- 
sideration of the subject. JOHN WARE, 

WILLIAM J. WALKER. 


Voted, 'To accept the Report, and discharge the Committee. 


Dr. J. V. C. Smith, from the Committee, appointed at the 
last meeting, to prepare a list of names of gentlemen to be 
nominated and balloted for, as Henorary Members, made a 
Report, which was accepted. 


Dr. Nathaniel Ruggles having been duly nominated, was 
unanimously elected a Fellow. 

Dr. Andrew Nichols, of Danvers, was chosen to deliver the 
annual discourse in May next. 


SPECIAL MEETING. 
Boston, May 4, 1836. 
A special moins of the Counsellors of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society was held at the Society’s room, Pearl street, 
this day. 


The Corresponding Secretary read a letter from Dr. Nich- 
ols, of Danvers, in which he accepted the appointment to de- 
liver the annual discourse. 


Drs G. Hayward and E. Reynolds were chosen to exam- 
ine the Library and Cabinet. 


Drs. Z. B. Adams and J. Jeffries were chosen to examine 
the Treasurer’s accounts. 


Voted, That the Counsellors recommend to the Society, at 
the next annual meeting, that the twenty-fourth article of the 
By-laws be amended, by striking out the last clause, in the 
words following ,—‘‘ or to make extracts therefrom.”’ 


The gentleman, at whose request the meeting was called, 
not being present, it was voted, that a Committee be appoint- 
ed to inquire, and report at an adjourned meeting, whether 
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any facts have come to their knowledge of infractions of the 
eighth By-law, relating to consultations. 
Drs. A. L. Peirson, Samuel Johnson and David Osgood 


were chosen. 


Voted, That this meeting be adjourned to Wednesday, 11th 
instant, at 11 o’clock, A. M. 


Boston, May 11, 1836. 
An adjourned meeting of the Counsellors of the Massachu- 
setts Medical Society was held at the Society’s room this day. 


The President and Vice President being absent, Dr. Jack- 
son, senior Counsellor, presided. 


The Committee appointed at the last meeting, to inquire, 
and report at an adjourned meeting, whether any facts have 
come to their knowledge, of infraction of the eighth article of 
the By-laws relating to consultations, made the following Re- 
port, which was read and accepted: 


The Committee, appointed at a special meeting of Counsel- 
lors of the Massachusetts Medical Society, held May 4, 1836, 
to inquire whether any facts have come to their knowledge of 
infractions of the eighth By-law of the Society, beg leave to 
report,— 

That it is a matter of obvious notoriety, that the successful 
impostures of greedy charlatans, and the large sums of money 
they are enabled to extort from their credulous dupes, hold out 
a lure to needy and unprincipled members of the medical pro- 
fession, to share in their dishonorable gains, by joining them 
in their plans of falsehood and deception. To the honor of 
the medical fraternity of our Commonwealth, it may be said, 
that such instances are extremely rare amongst us. It has 
happened more frequently that medical men have incautiously 
and imprudently, although, doubtless, without corrupt inten- 
tions, suffered their names to be used by unprincipled quacks, 
to recommend their nostrums. Your Committee believe that 
all such instances should be stamped with the disapprobation 
of this Society, and, when wilfully persisted in, by any of its 
members, should be punished by its highest penalty of expul- 
sion. For. surely, no man is worthy to sustain the fellowship 
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of an honcrable profession, who is willing to degrade that pro- 
fession for mercenary motives. It has been the practice of the 
most respectable foreign medical societies to remove from 
their fellowship all those who have proved themselves thus 
traitorous to their brethren, and regardless of the best interests 
of mankind. Dr. Thornton, a medical writer, of some celebri- 
ty, was expelled, a few years since, from the London Medical 
Society, for associating himself with, and recommending an 
irregular pretender and empiric, who introduced into practice 
the medicated steam baths; and, more recently, a Dr. Ram- 
adge,* has been expelled from the London Medical Society, 
for consulting with, and recommending in the Times news- 
paper, the celebrated and infamous St. John Long. 

Without noticing those minor breaches of the By-laws, 
which are exhibited in appending the names of respectable 
physicians to the printed recommendations of patent medicines 
and empirical practice, your Committee proceed to state the 
facts in relation to a gross infraction of the eighth By-law. Dr. 
John S. Bartlett, a Fellow of this Society, is joint editor of a 
weekly newspaper, published under the name of the Boston 
Pilot. In his paper, of March 12th, is contained an editorial 
piece, bearing his signature, by the initials of his name, headed 
**Mr. John Williams, the oculist,’’ in which that unprincipled 
quack is recommended to the confidence of his readers, the 
success of his secret nostrums applauded, and the influence of 
the writer’s professional and editorial character offered in ‘‘ aid- 
ing and abetting’ a man who had been notoriously imposing on 
the public, the poor, as well as the rich. The Committee are 
personally acquainted with circumstances which prove this 
man’s impositions to be of the most unprincipled and merce- 
nary character. Dr. B. has also disclosed, publicly before the 
Boston Medical Association, his consulting with Mr. Kearney, 
an irregular practitioner, in this city, and his determination to 
continue his consultations with the same person in future. 


*<« At a special meeting of the London Medical Society, held on Monday 
last, Dr. Ramadge was expelled, and his name erased from the list of mem- 
bers.’’—London Medical Gazette. 
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All which, together with the number of the Pilot referred to, 
is respectfully submitted. 
A. L. PEIRSON, 
SAMUEL JOHNSON, > Committee. 


DAVID OSGOOD, 
May, 11, 1836. | 


The following preamble and resolution were then adopted: 


The Counsellors of the Massachusetts Medical Society, at 
a special meeting, on the fourth of May, current, having ap- 
pointed a Committee to inquire whether any facts have come 
to their knowledge of infractions of the eighth By-law of the 
Society, which Committee having reported, at an adjourned 
meeting held this day, an aggravated case as having occurred, 
in which Dr. John S, Bartlett was concerned, it was thereupon 
voted, that Dr. Bartlett be notified of the charges made 
against him, and informed that he may have an opportunity of 
offering a defence of his conduct, at an adjournment of this 
meeting, to be held on the eighteenth day of the present month, 
at eleven o’clock, A. M. 

Voted, That Dr. Bartlett be permitted to make his defence 
at the adjourned meeting, either orally or in writing. 

Voted, That the meeting be adjourned. 


Boston, May 18, 1836. 
An adjourned meeting of the Counsellors of the Massachu- 


setts Medical Society, was held at the Society’s room, Pearl 
street. 


The proceedings of the last meeting were read. 

On motion of Dr. J. Jackson, it was voted, that, in conduct- 
ing the examination in the case now before us, the following 
mode of proceeding be adopted. If Dr. Bartlett wishes to at- 
tend the meeting in person,— 

1. The President shall appoint a Committee of two, who 
shall introduce Dr. B., and conduct him out when he retires. 

2. The President shall appoint a seat for Dr. B., and shall 
then call on him for his reply to the charges preferred against 
him. 

3. Dr. B. shall then be permitted to make his defence in 
such terms as he thinks proper; but the President shall be at 
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liberty to call him to order and to check him, if he attacks 
the character of other persons improperly, or otherwise pur- 
sues an unbecoming course. 

4, No one of the Counsellors, except the President, shall 
speak while Dr. B. is present. 

5. After Dr. B. has finished his defence, the President may 
put to him any questions he may think proper, also, such as 
are handed him in writing, by any Counsellor. 

6. When the President considers the examination finished, 
he shall intimate the same to Dr. B., and request the Com- 
mittee to conduct him out of the meeting; and may do the 
same, during the examination, if the President think any dis- 
cussion requisite upon any thing which may occur. 


Drs. Buck and McKean were then appointed the Committee 
contemplated in the first article. 


Dr. J. S. Bartlett having previously signified his intention 
to make his defence orally, was then conducted to his seat, 
where he offered his defence. 

After Dr. B. had withdrawn,— 

Voted, That the following questions be put to each Coun- 
sellor: 

1. Has Dr. Bartlett infringed the eighth By-law, by aiding 
and _—e John Williams, as a practitioner of medicine or 
surgery? 

2. Has Dr. Bartlett infringed the eighth By-law, by con- 
sulting with Dr. Kearney, as a practitioner of medicine or 
surgery? 

Both of which were answered unanimously in the affirmative. 

‘oted, That the decision of the Counsellors, at this time, 
be laid before the Society, at the annual meeting. 

Voted, That a Committee of three be appointed, to support 
the charges to which the Counsellors have just now assented, 
before the Society, at the annual meeting. 


Drs. A. L. Peirson, Samuel Johnson and Ebenezer Alden 
were appointed. 

Voted, That the Secretary inform Dr. Bartlett of this day’s 
proceedings. 


The meeting was then dissolved. 
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MAY MEETING. 
Boston, May 25, 1836. 
A stated meeting of the Counsellors of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society was held this day, at the Society’s room. 


The Corresponding Secretary read the Report of Fellows 
admitted since the last meeting. 


Voted, To proceed to the election of Officers. 


Drs. Alexander Mackie, Joseph Sampson and David Bemis 
were appointed Scrutineers. 


The following gentlemen were elected to the several offices: 


Georce C. Suattruckx, M. D. President.* 
NaruanieEL Mitier, M. D. Vice President. 

Enocu Hate, Jr., M. D. Corresponding Secretary. 
Joun Homans, M. D. Recording Secretary. 
Water Cuaannine, M. D. Treasurer. 

Davin Oscoop, M. D. Lnbrarian. 


CENSORS, 


For tHe First Mepicat District, AND FOR THE SOCIETY AT 
LARGE. 


William J. Walker, Abel L. Peirson, John Ware, Edward 
Reynolds, Jr., Woodbridge Strong. 


For THE Seconp Mepicat Disrricr. 
John Green, Benjamin F. Heywood, Edward Flint, Charles 
W. Wilder, Benjamin Pond. 
| For tHe Tuirp Mepicat District. 
Stephen W. Williams, Elisha Mather, Atherton Clark, Bela - 
B. Jones, David Bemis. 


For tHE Fourtu Mepicat Districr. 
William H. Tyler, Alfred Perry, Oren Wright, Robert 
Worthington, Asa G. Welch. 


CoMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS. 
Enoch Hale, Jr., John Ware, Solomon D. Townsend. 


ComMITTEE ON RESIGNATIONS. 
Walter Channing, Zabdiel B. Adams, John Jeffries. 


* Dr. Warren declined a reélection to the office of President. 
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George Hayward, M. D., was chosen to deliver the annual 
discourse. Dr. Hayward being present, signified his accep- 
tance of the appointment. 


Voted, That the Committee on Publications select and pub- 
lish a sixth volume of the Library of Practical Medicine, pro- 
vided that the expense do not exceed six hundred dollars, to 
be distributed to the Fellows of the Society, at the next annual 
meeting, on the same terms as were established for the first 
volume by the Report accepted Feb. 1, 1831. Provided that 
the Committee shall be authorized to issue the sixth volume, 
at any time during the current year, that they shall think 
proper, to be distributed to such Fellows of the Society as 
shall pay their assessments in advance, for the next year. 


Voted, That the Librarian be authorized to sell the fifth 
volume of the Library of Practical Medicine to such Fellows 
as shall hereafter be admitted to the Society, one copy to each, 
for $1.25. 

Voted, To proceed to the election of Honorary Members 
and Fellows. 


Dr. G. Washington Hamilton, of Conway, was elected a 
Fellow of the Society. 


{For the list of Honorary Members elected, see next page. ] 


Voted, That the thanks of the Counsellors be presented to 
Dr. John C. Warren, for the able and faithful manner in which 
he has performed the duties of President for several years 
past. 


Voted, That the following be adopted as a rule for the 
Counsellors the present year, and that it be proposed to the 
Society, at their next annual meeting, as one of the rules and 
orders of the Counsellors: 

No candidate for election, as a Fellow of this Society, shall 
be finally balloted for by the Counsellors, at any meeting, ex- 
cept the first stated meeting of the Counsellors; unless there 
be present, at the time of balloting, at least one Counsellor 
from the county where the candidate resides, or there be fur- 
nished a written recommendation that he be elected, from 
another Counsellor of the same county. 
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Voted, That a Committee of three be appointed, to inquire, 
and report, whether any facts have come to their knowledge 
of infractions of the eighth By-law, relating to consultations. 

Drs. George Hayward, Enoch Hale, Jr. and Ebenzer Al- 


den were chosen. 


A letter from Dr. Winslow Lewis, Jr., on this subject, was 
read,'and referred to the same Committee. 


The Committee on Leeches made a Report, which was ac- 
cepted. 
The Committee on procuring other and better accommoda- 


tions for the Society, reported that no opportunity had yet 
presented, which was accepted. 


Voted, That the present Committee be continued through 
the current year. 


Voted, That the meeting be dissolved. 


The following gentlemen have had leave to resign fellow- 
ship during the year, viz.: 

Hezekiah Eldridge, Brighton; Sylvanus Plympton, Wo- 
burn; Thomas Manning, Ipswich. 

The following gentlemen have been elected Honorary Mem- 
bers of the Society, during the year: 

Philip S. Physick, Nathaniel Chapman, Samuel Jackson, 
William E. Horner, Thomas T. Hewson, Philadelphia; Valen- 
tine Mott, John Cheeseman, Edward Delafield, New York; 
Nathaniel Potter, William Hall, Nathan R. Smith, Robert 
Dungleson, E. Geddings, Baltimore; Benjamin B. Simons, 
Joshua B. Whittredge, John Holbrook, Charleston; Daniel 
Drake, Cincinnati; Benjamin W. Dudley, Charles Caldwell, 
Lexington; Thomas Sewall, Washington; Daniel Oliver, Han- 
over; Benjamin Silliman, New Haven; J. M. W. Picton, 
Henry Luxemburgh, New Orleans; Daniel Osgood, Havana; 
John Hedgkins, James Stanley, London; John Brien, Dublin. 

Fellows elected during the year: 


Nathaniel Ruggles, Nantucket; George Washington Ham- 
ilton, Conway. 
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Fellows admitted in course by signing the By-laws: 

Willard Parker, M. D., Pittsfield; John H. Gushe, M. D., 
Quincy; Francis Clarke, M. D., Andover; William F. 
Perry, M. D., Mansfield; Ezra Stephenson, M. D., Barn- 
stable; Lewis G. Glover, M. D., Boston; Warren Partridge, 
M. D., Holden; Erasmus D. Hamilton, M. D., Conway; 
Benjamin Sheldon, Hatfield; Charles Walker, M. D., Austin 
Flint, M. D., Northampton; Watson Loud, M. D., Hadley; 
Gardiner Dorrance, Amherst; Lemuel W. Belden, M. D., 
Matthew B. Baker, M. D., Springfield; Joseph Farnum, Jr., 
M. D., Marblehead; Andrew Alexander, M. D., Boston; 
Nathaniel Smith, Colerain; George C. Shattuck, Jr., M. D., 
Solomon Keep, M.D., J. Mason Warren, M. D., Henry A. 
Dewar, M. D., Boston; Thomas G. Lee, M. D., Charlestown; 
James Swan Sullivan, M. D., Unionville; Richard H. Salter, 
M.D., Joseph Cullen Ayer, M. D., Boston; William R. Bates, 
Charlemont; Samuel Sawyer, M. D., Fairhaven; John W. 
Warren, Jr., M. D., Thomas Gray, Jr., M. D., Bertram C. 
Schuster, M. D., Boston; James Watson Robbins, Uxbridge; 
Francis Dana, M. D., Oliver W. Holmes, M. D., Robert 
William Hooper, M. D., Boston; John H. Manning, M. D., 
Ipswich; Henry B. C. Green, M. D., Albert T. Smith, M. D., 
Boston; Richard Herbert, M. D., Rowley; Joel Burnett, 
M. D., Southborough; William M. Benedict, Millbury ;John 
Stevens, Charlestown; William Ingalls, Jr., M. D., Boston. 
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LIST OF BOOKS. 


Adopted February 3, 1836. 





In accordance with a law of the Commonwealth, enacted 
February 16, 1789, and in obedience to a By-law of the So- 
ciety, the Counsellors of the said Society give notice, that 
candidates for examination before the Censors, must hereafter 
give evidence of having read and studied the books whose 
titles are contained in the list which follows: 


BOOKS REQUIRED. 


Charles Bell’s System of Anatomy and Physiology. 

Wistar’s, Paxton’s, or Cloquet’s Anatomy. 

Oliver’s First Lines of Physiology. 

Richerand’s Elements of Physiology. 

Bichat on Life and Death. 

Bichat’s General Anatomy, translated by Dr. Hayward. 

Beclard’s Additions to Bichat, ‘‘ " ay 

Turner’s Elements of Chemistry, or 

Brande’s Manual of Chemistry, by Dr. Webster. 

Pharmacopzeia of the United States. 

Bigelow’s Materia Medica. 

Symes’ Principles of Surgery. 

Samuel Cooper’s First Lines of Surgery, 2 vols. 

Sir Astley Cooper’s Lectures on Surgery, last edition. 

Hunter’s Treatise on the Blood, Inflammation, and Gun-shot 
wounds. 

Thompson on Inflammation. 

Dewees’ System of Midwifery. 

Velpeau’s Elementary Treatise on Midwifery. 

Good’s System of Nosology. 

Martinet’s Manual of Pathology. 

Gregory’s Treatise on the Theory and Practice of Physic. 





LIST OF BOOKS. 135 


Laennec on Diseases of the Chest. 
*Louis’ Researches on Phthisis. 

si " **  ‘Typhus. 
Fordyce’s Dissertation on Fever. 
Heberden’s Commentaries on Diseases. 
Dewees on Diseases of Children. 
Lawrence, or Mackenzie, on Diseases of the Eye. 
Cazenave on Diseases of the Skin. 
Hunter’s Treatise on Lues Venerea. 
Bailie’s Morbid Anatomy. 
Cook’s Abridgment of Morgagni, 2 vols. 
Beck’s Medical Jurisprudence. 


Although the books recommended in the foregoing list, are 
all that candidates are required to have read, yet the Counsel- 
lors believe that many more may be advantageously read du- 
ring the period of pupilage. They have, therefore, prepared 
another list of books, which they recommend for the perusal 
of students in medicine, as far as they may have opportunity. 


BOOKS RECOMMENDED. 


| Anatomy. 
Barclay’s Anatomical Nomenclature. 
Winslow’s Anatomy. 
Soemmering’s ‘ 
Cheselden’s ‘' 
Boyer’s ss 
Meckel’s " 
Coles’ Surgical Anatomy. 
Horner’s General and Special Anatomy. 
" Descriptive Anatomy. 
Albinus’ Anatomical Plates. 
Lizars’ " m 
Cloquet’s ‘* " 
Charles Bell’s System of Dissections. 
London Dissector. 
Dublin m 


* The works of Louis will not be required, until translations of them shall 
have been published in this country. 
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Shaw’s Manual for the Student of Anatomy. 
Wilson’s Lectures on the Skeleton. 

és se «© ‘Vascular System. 
Parsons on Anatomical Preparations. 
Spurzheim’s Anatomy of the Brain. 
The Edinburgh System of Anatomy. 
Blumenbach’s Comparative  ‘‘ 
Cuvier’s e as 
Boyer on the Bones. 


Physiology. 
Hallers’ First Lines of Physiology. 
Halleri Elementa Physiologie. 
Barthez Nouveaux Elemens de la Science de |’ Homme. 
Blumenbach’s Physiology. 
Bostock’s 
Dunglison’s ? 
Boerhaave’s Institutes. 
Mayo’s Outlines of Human Physiology. ‘4 
Broussais’ System of Physiology. : 
Magendie’s Physiology, translated by Revere. 
Bichat on the Membranes. 
Fordyce on Digestion. 
Beaumont on the Gastric Juice. 
Roget’s Animal and Vegetable Physiology. 
Hunter on the Animal Economy. 
Hewson on the Blood and Lymphatics. 
Sheldon on the Absorbent System. 
Philip on the Laws of the Vital Functions. 
Ellis on the Effects of Germination, Vegetation, and 
Respiration on the Air; two parts. 
Parry on the Pulse of the Arteries. 


Chemistry. 
Davy’s Elements of Chemical Philosophy, 
Thompson’s System of Chemistry. 
Black’s " vid 
Murray’s ae " 
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Henry’s Chemistry. 
Lavoisier’s ‘‘ 
Ure’s Chemical Dictionary. 


Materia Medica and Pharmacy. 


Murray’s Apparatus Medicaminum. 
Thesaurus’ Medicaminum. 
Cullen’s Materia Medica. 
Pearson’s ‘‘ - 
Murray’s ‘ " 
Paris Pharmacologia. 
Wood and Bache’s Dispensatory of the United States. 
Bigelow’s Medical Botany. 
Barton’s Vegetable Materia Medica of the United States. 
Orfila on Poisons. 
Hamilton on Digitalis. 
Withering on Foxglove. 
Crumpe on Opium. 
Fowler on Tobacco. 
. ** Arsenic. 
Roberton on Cantharides. 
Haden on Colchicum autumnale. 


Surgery. 
Pearson’s Principles of Surgery. 
Boyer’s System of Surgery. 
Abernethy’s Lectures. 

? other surgical and pathological works. 
Hey’s Practical Observations on Surgery. 
Dessault’s Surgical Works. 

Bell’s (Benjamin) Surgical Works. 
*¢ (John) Principles of Surgery. 
‘** (Charles) Operative Surgery. 
Richter’s Medical Cases in Surgery. 
Larrey’s Military Surgery. 
Bourgery’s Lesser Surgery, translated by Roberts. 
Travers on Constitutional Irritation. 
Jones on Hemorrhage. 
Home on the Formation of Pus. 
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Gibson’s Surgery. 

Hennen’s Military Surgery. 

Dupuytren Lecons de Cliniques Chirurgicales. 

Pharmacopeia Chirurgica. 

James on Inflammation. 

Brodie on the Joints. 

Wilson on the Bones and Joints. 

Cooper (Astley) on Dislocations and Fractures. 
aS a ‘¢ Diseases of the Breast. 

Guthrie’s Operative Surgery of the Eye. 

Vetch on Ophthalmia. 

Ware on Diseases of the Eye. 

Scarpa on the Eye. 

Wardrop on the Morbid Anatomy of the Eye. 

Saunders on the Eye. 

ae 

ees 

Curtis on the Ear. 

Saunders ‘* ‘ 

Saissy on the Ear, translated by Smith. 

Hunter on the Teeth. 

Fox 3d enced 

Bell (Thomas) on the Teeth. 

Cooper and Travers’ Surgical Essays. 

Shaw on Distortions of the Spine. 

Hodgson on Diseased Arteries. 

Cooper (Astley) on Hernia. 

Lawrence on Ruptures. tg 

Travers on Wounds of the Intestines. 

Crowther on White Swellings. 

Ford on the Hip Joint. 

Cooper ‘S ss 

Home on Strictures of the Urethra. 

Bell (C.) on Diseases of the Urethra. 

Bingham on Diseases of the Bladder. 

Wilson on the Urinary and Genital Systems. 

Howship on Diseases of the Urinary Organs. 


&¢ 6¢ $6 
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Brodie on Diseases of the Urinary Organs. 
Heurteloup on Lithotrity. 

King on Lithotrity and Lithotomy. 

Civiale de la Lithotritie. 

Howship on Diseases of the Lower Intestines. 
Copeland on Strictures of the Rectum. 
Calvert on the Rectum. 

Boyer Traite des Maladies Chirurgicales. 


Midwifery. 
Smellie’s Midwifery. 
Denman’s System of Midwifery. 
" Aphorisms. 

Burns’ Principles of Midwifery. 

«« Anatomy of the Gravid Uterus. 
Burns on Uterine Hemorrhage. 

*¢ on Abortion. 
Blundel’s Midwifery. 
Ramsbotham’s Observations on Midwifery. 
Conquest’s Outlines of Midwifery. 
Davies’ Elements of Operative Midwifery. 
Merriman on Difficult Parturition. 
Rigby on Uterine Hemorrhage. 
Douglas on the Evolution of the Feetus. 
White on Lying-in Women. 
Gordon on Puerperal Fever. 


Hey “ “ “" 
Butler ‘ “ aa 
Armstrong * aS 
Campbell 5 ” 
Gooch on Diseases of Females. 
Clarke “ “ “6 
Dewees ‘ " « 


Remarks on the Employment of Females in Midwifery. 


Pathology and Therapeutics. 
Celsi Opera. 
Van Swieten’s Commentaries on Boerhaave. 
Conspectus Medicine Theoretic, auctore J. Gregory. 
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Cullen’s Nosology. 
‘< First Lines of the Practice of Physic. 

Good’s Study of Medicine. 
Parry’s Elements of Therapeutics. 
Chapman’s Therapeutics. 
Hall on Diagnosis (last edition. ) 

*« ** Loss of Blood. 
Morgagni on the Seats and Causes of Diseases. 
Baillie’s Morbid Anatomy, with the plates. 
Horner’s Pathological Anatomy. 
Andral’s . " 
Andral Clinique Medicale. 
Carswell on the Elementary Forms of Disease. 
Whytt’s Works. 
Fothergill’s Works. 
Rush’s Works. 
Broussais’ Works (translated by Hays, &c.) 
Bright’s Reports of Medical Cases. 7 
Dunglison’s Hygiene. * 
Underwood on Diseases of Children. : 
Cheyne’s Essays on Diseases of Children. 
Percival’s Medical Works. 
Kirkland’s Medical Surgery. 
Zimmerman on Experience in Physic. 
Huxham on Fevers and Sore Throat. 
Jackson (R.) on the Fevers of Jamaica. 


ec ce 


on Contagious Fever. 
“ «© on Cold Water. i 
Jackson’s (R.) Outlines of the History and cure of Fevers. 
Currie on Cold Water. 
Senac on Intermittent Fever. 
Alibert rs e 
Beddoes on the Combination of Fever and Inflammation. 
Chisholm on Pestilential Fevers. 
Bancroft on Yellow Fever. 
Chervia sur la Fievre jaune. 
Fellowes on the Fever of Andalusia, &c. 
Strong on Petechial Fever. 
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Hale on Spotted Fever. 

Boott’s Life and Opinions of Armstrong. 

Smith and Tweedie on Fever. 

Armstrong’s Illustrations of Typhus. 

Armstrong on Scarlet Fever, Measles and Consumption. 

Sydenham’s Works. 

Gallup on the Epidemics of Vermont. 

Clark on Fevers and Scarlatina. 

Hawkins on Rheumatism. 

Bell (G. H.) on Cholera asphyxia. 

Kennedy on Contagious Cholera. 

Jackson (James, Jr.) on the Cholera in Paris. 

Report on Spasmodic Cholera, by a Committee of the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society. 

Chomel, Lecons de Chinique Fievre Typhoide. 

Petit et Serres, Fievre entero-mesenterique. 

Louis’ Memoires sur Plusieurs Maladies. 

Clark on the Influence of Climate. 

Lind on Hot Climates. 

Mosely on Tropical Diseases. 

Johnson on Diseases of Hot Climates. 

Macculloch on Malaria. 

Chalmers on Diseases of South Carolina. 

Cleghorn on Diseases of Minorca. 

Hillary on Diseases of Barbadoes. 

Hunter on Diseases of the Army in Jamaica. 

Pringle on Diseases of the Army. 

Jackson (R.) on the Medical Department of Armies. 

Lind on Diseases of Seamen. 
** on the Scurvy. 

Blane on the Diseases of Seamen. 

Trotter’s Medicina Nautica. 

Blackall on Dropsies. 

Ayre on Dropsy. 

Abercrombie on Diseases of the Head. 

Portal sur l’Apoplexie. 

Cheyne on Apoplexy, Lethargy, &c. 

Cook on Nervous Diseases. 


a 
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Swan on Nervous Diseases. 
Hall on Mimoses. 

Teale on Neuralgia. 
Arnold on Insanity. 
Crichton on Mental Derangement. 
Pinel on Insanity, 

Knight on ‘ 







































ox 6 ‘6s : 
Rush on Mental Diseases. f 
Corvisart on Diseases of the Heart. a 
Burns " is 6 “ 
Reeder ‘ “ $s c< 


Hope “ “ ae A 

Davies on the Lungs and Heart. 

Parry on Syncope Anginosa. 

Gerhard on Diseases of the Chest. 

Williams on Diseases of the Lungs and Pleura. 

Colins’ Manual for the Stethoscope, translated by Ryland. 
Maclean on Hydrothorax. 

Baron on Tuberculous Diseases. 

Bree on Disordered Respiration. 

Young on Consumption. 

Clark on Consumption and Scrofula. 

Stark’s (Wm.) Works. 

Badham on Bronchitis. 

Watt on Chincough. 

Peirson 

Paris on Diet. 

Philip on Indigestion. a 
Pemberton on Diseases of the Abdominal Viscera. 

Abercrombie on Diseases of the Stomach and Intestines. 

Ayre on Marasmus. 

Johnson on the Liver. 

Saunders ‘‘ ‘S 

Harty on Dysentery. 

Hamilton on Purgative Medicines. 
Brera on Worms, translated by Coffin. 
Rollo on Diabetes. 

Marcet on Calculous Disorders. 
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Adams on Morbid Poisons. 
Bateman on Cutaneous Diseases, with plates. - 
Rayer Traite des Maladies de la Peau. 
Fisher on Small-Pox, Varioloid, &c. 
Willan on Cow Pock. 
Crone: #6: #* 
Thompson on Varioloid. 
Withering on Scarlatina. 
Scudamore on Gout, Kheumatism and Gravel. 
Ring on Gout. 
Sultan on Delirium Tremens, Peritonitis and Gout. 
Fowler on Rheumatism. 
Haygarth on “: 
Home’s Medical Facts. 
‘¢ Clinical Experiments. 
Ferriers’ Medical Histories and Reflections. 


Bardsley’s Medical Reports. 


Miscellaneous and Periodical Works. 


Friend’s History of Medicine. 

Sprengel’s ‘“* ‘° “a 

Hunter’s Introductory Lectures. 

Cabanis on the Revolutions of Medical Science 
Hawkins’ Medical Statistics. 

Hutchinson’s Biographia Medica. 

Young’s Medical Literature. 

Gregory on the Duties and Qualifications of a Physician. 
Rush’s Introductory Lectures. 

Copland’s Medical Dictionary. 

Hay’s Cyclopedia of Medicine. 

Percival’s Medical Ethics. 

Paris and Fonblanque’s Medical Jurisprudence. 
Smith’s (J. G.) Forensic Medicine. 

Smith (J. G.) on Medical Evidence. 

Edinburgh Medical Essays. 

Medical Observations and Inquiries. 


ms Transactions of the College of Physicians, London. 


Transactions of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia. 
Memoirs of the Medical Society of London. 
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Memoirs of the Massachusetts Medical Society. 

Duncan’s Medical Commentaries. 

Transactions of a Society for the Improvement of Medical and 
Chirurgical Knowledge. 

Medico-Chirurgical Transactions. 

Transactions of the King’s and Queen’s College of Physicians 
of Ireland. 

Dublin Hospital Reports. 

London Medical and Physical Journal. 
” ‘< Gazette. 

Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal. 

American Journal of Medical Sciences. 

North American Medical and Surgical Journal. 

New England Journal of Medicine and Surgery. 

Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Medico-Chirurgical Review. 
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